Standing Order Form

Plans for the future

How you can get involved

Please send this Standing Order with your application form to the
Membership Secretary, not to your bank.

Join the

Basingstoke
Canal Society

CAPITALS PLEASE
To (name and address of your bank)

Please pay immediately to CAF Bank Ltd, 25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill,
West Malling, Kent ME19 4JQ for the account of The Basingstoke Canal
Society the sum of £_________________ and the same on March 1st
annually commencing March 1st 20______________________
Signed			

Date

Name
Account no.
Account name
Address
Post Code
FOR BANK USE ONLY
When making payments please quote The Basingstoke Canal Society
Reference no ___________________________________________
Bank sort code 40-52-40
Account 00025262

Gift Aid
For The Basingstoke Canal Society to claim back the tax paid on your
membership subscription and any donation, all you need to do is sign,
date and return the form below. Please send this Banker’s Order with
your application form to the Membership Secretary, not to your bank.
CAPITALS PLEASE
Name
Address

Post Code
I want The Basingstoke Canal Society to treat my subscription and any
donation as Gift aid until further notice. I know that I must pay an
amount of income/capital gains tax at least equal to the tax the Society
reclaims on my subscription in any tax year.
Signature

Date

We’re working on many ways to
safeguard the Canal
Fundraising with our trip boat
The Society’s passenger boat John Pinkerton made
its first trip at Odiham in 1978. Run entirely by
volunteers, it has introduced thousands of people to
the Basingstoke Canal and raised about half a million
pounds for enhancement and maintenance projects.
Maintenance tasks and structural improvements
In support of the Basingstoke Canal Authority, the
Society organises volunteer support to undertake
new mooring construction, lock repairs and towpath
renovation. We also clear banks and overhanging trees,
and remove invasive weed.
Securing the future
The Canal was derelict until as recently as 40 years
ago. The Society lobbies local Councils to make sure
that this does not happen again. The Society works
with planners and developers to ensure benefits are
derived from canal-side developments.
Improving water supply
The Canal has always had a rather inadequate water
supply, which often limits the use of locks. The Society
has been instrumental in getting pumping schemes
installed to improve the situation on the lower reaches
and continues to pursue potential opportunities for
additional supplies.

www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk

There are lots of different
ways to get involved
Volunteer work groups
We tackle a variety of jobs on the Canal, requiring many
skills for which training can be given. We are always
looking out for potential work party leaders.
Becoming a lengthsman
We need people to act as the ‘eyes and ears’ of the
Society on the ground, and report any problems.
Monitoring and influencing local plans
We need to stay on top of local development plans and
influence them to the benefit of the Canal.
Crewing our trip boat
We need volunteers to manage our trip boat, staff the
galley and look after the passengers. We also have a
boat maintenance crew.
Helping with public events
We occasionally organise boat rallies on the Canal and
our sales stand is an important way of introducing
people to the Canal as well as raising funds.
Administration
Running the Society involves a variety of administrative
work from organising insurance to editing our newsletter
and internet bulletins. Help is always welcome.
Get in touch via www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk or
complete our form if you can help.

Come and
join us!

Safeguarding the canal for
• Navigation • Local amenity
• Heritage • Wildlife

www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk

Restoring the Basingstoke Canal – the story so far...
Early history
Opened in 1794 as a link from Basingstoke
to the Thames via the Wey Navigation,
the Basingstoke Canal successfully
introduced large-scale transport of
agricultural produce to London and
greatly reduced the cost of coal to north
Hampshire residents. However it was
never commercially successful and changed
ownership many times. The Greywell Tunnel collapsed in the
1930s and the Canal was derelict by the 1960s.

Restoration
With plans being drawn up to fill in parts for building
development, a Brookwood resident wrote to the local
paper seeking support in trying to save the Canal. This led
to the formation of the Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society
in 1966, which set itself the audacious goal of restoring and
reopening the Canal.

Today
Over 20 years after re-opening, the renamed Basingstoke
Canal Society remains dedicated to safeguarding the Canal
as a navigable waterway, general amenity, heritage asset
and host to a wealth of wildlife. The Canal continues to
suffer from insufficient funding and water supplies to ensure
navigation, but the Society continues to campaign for a
sustainable future for the Canal.

After several years of campaigning by the Society, Surrey
and Hampshire County Councils were persuaded to buy the
Canal, previously described as one of Britain’s most beautiful
waterways. During the 1970s and 80s the Society marshalled
many hundreds of volunteers and sponsored a ‘job creation
scheme’ effort to clear banks, dredge the navigation and
repair bridges, 29 locks, and many embankments. This
culminated in the re-opening 25 years later of 32 miles of
canal from West Byfleet to Greywell, in May 1991.

Membership Form
CAPITALS PLEASE
Name
Address

Post Code
Telephone
Email
Date of birth (optional for over 18s)

Deepcut Lock pre-restoration

Woodham Locks

MEMBERSHIP RATES

I/we wish to apply for:
 Adult £10.00
 Family £12.00
 Junior (under 18) £3.00

 Senior

Citizen £5.00
couple £7.00
 Group affiliation £15.00
 Life £120.00
 Senior

Donation to funds £
 I/we enclose a cheque made payable to The Basingstoke Canal
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Turn over to see our
plans for the future
and how you can help

 I have completed the banker’s order form overleaf

helping the society

I can help!
 Work parties
 Fundraising
 Sales/publicity
 Crewing the trip boat
 Other

 Administration
 Social

events
relations
 Lengthsman
 Public

Please return this form to the Membership Secretary
Mrs Doreen Hornsey,
The Basingstoke Canal Society,
“Mallards”, 94a Aldershot Road, Fleet, Hants GU51 3FT
01252 623591
membership@basingstoke-canal.org.uk
A non-profit distributing company limited by guarantee
Registered in England as The Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society Limited
No. 1296593 and as a Charity No. 273085
Presidents: Tim and Elizabeth Dodwell

