
No. 252 Winter 2016



Basingstoke Canal News Winter 2016page 2

C
o

ve
r 

P
ic

tu
re

 :
 K

it
ty

 i
n

 L
o

ck
 7

 o
n

 h
er

 w
ay

 t
o

 h
er

w
in

te
r 

m
o
o
ri

n
g
 a

t 
A

sh
 L

o
ck

.

P
h

o
to

: 
R

o
g

er
 C

an
sd

al
e

Registered as The Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society Ltd
A Non-profit Distributing Company, Limited by Guarantee, Registered in England No. 1296593.

Registered as a Charity No. 273085. Affiliated to the Inland Waterways Association.

Presidents: Tim & Elizabeth Dodwell

Vice:Presidents: John Humphries, OBE. Paul Vine. David Gerry. Robin Higgs, OBE. David Millett. Dieter Jebens.

Alan Rice, TD. Lord Arbuthnot. Rt Hon Michael Gove, MP. Rt Hon Philip Hammond, MP. Ranil Jayawardena, MP

Maria Miller, MP. Sir Gerald Howarth, MP. Jonathan Lord, MP. Anne Milton, MP

Editorial

At the end of the Canal Society’s first half-

century it is perhaps a good time to stand back

and take stock of things.

The canal itself is in pretty good shape and

will hopefully be even better by next spring if

all the planned work takes place this winter.

Swan cutting is still an issue, but the Society

is not giving up on this and we will do our

utmost to achieve a solution.

The cutting is a major threat to the

continuing success of John

Pinkerton Canal Cruises, which

otherwise looks set to continue as

our main source of funding. The

JPII will be joined next year by

our new (to us) 12 seat boat Kitty,

which should be operating in

Woking. A major problem there

has been finding a secure mooring,

but a solution to that may have

been found as the Lightbox

management seem keen to have

the boat moored next to their

building and also to use it for some

of their visiting groups.

Another problem that we face is the running

of the Society itself. Philip Riley intends to

step down as Chairman at the next AGM. As

he has been on the Committee for over 35

years, serving as Secretary, Vice-Chairman

and Chairman, he can hardly be blamed for

wanting to take a rest! His leadership and legal

brain will, however, be sorely missed and it is

not at all obvious who will replace him. We

may well have to follow the example of big

business and look outside the organisation for

a someone to lead the Soociety into its next

50 years.

Some people might question whether we will

still need the Society, particularly if the canal

were to pass into the hands of the Canal &

River Trust.

Personally, I think the answer is a very definite

YES. BW may have had a rather ambivalent

attitude to volunteers, but the C&RT is very

clear about its need for volunteer support,

echoing what has been happening on the

Basingstoke Canal. A discussion between BCA

ranger Chris Healey and Society member

Kathryn Dodington about 5 years ago resulted

in members of the Brookwood Residents

Association turning out to do some bank

trimming. Today this has grown into a very

potent workforce that meets every Tuesday at

locations up and down the canal to do all the

things that we all have to do on our own

property - cutting the bushes, mowing the

grass, painting this and that, etc.

Coupled with the ability of the Society’s Work

Party to do more technical work such as brick

laying, piling and boat repairs, this band of

volunteers will always be needed to augment

the efforts of the canal’s owners, whoever they

may be.

So I believe that the Society will continue to

have a role to play, but we need more people

to organise its various activities and interests.

If you feel you would like to get involved,

please contact someone on the Committee.

Roger Cansdale
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Chairman’s report

The current discussions between the County

Councils and the Canal & River Trust prompted

me to look at some of the fascinating letters

and documents dating back to the late 1940s

which we hold in our archives to see whether

they offer any guidance on how we should

address the future of the canal.

At that time, the canal was still in the ownership

of the Harmsworth family but it was shortly to

be auctioned following the death of Alec

Harmsworth whose valiant attempts to keep

the canal in operation have been well recorded.

My interest in this era in the canal’s history was

stimulated by a chance conversation with John

Edwards who is SCC’s ecologist. John’s late

father, Teddy Edwards, and his mother who is,

I’m pleased to say, still one of our supporters,

had been leading lights in a campaign to

promote the acquisition of the canal by the

fledgling Inland Waterways Association.

In an article in the IWA’s house magazine in

1958 Teddy Edwards wrote that

‘The Basingstoke Canal burst into the headlines

in 1948 when its sale was projected. A meeting

at Woking on 11th December 1948, which I

organized, had a large and influential audience

which Robert Aikman addressed.  A committee

was formed and a long campaign ensued. Press

coverage has seldom been equalized but we

were breaking new ground. … When I

suggested that the Basingstoke Canal could be

restored by voluntary endeavour, I was treated

in many quarters with derision but it is

interesting to note that many of the mistakes

made in the Basingstoke campaign were

carefully noted and passed to legal advisers

who were able to profit from those errors”.

As we now know, Robert Aikman was the most

successful campaigner for the waterways in the

1950s and 1960s and much of the waterway

network that we enjoy today was preserved

through the effective lobbying campaign that

he led. Thankfully Teddy Edwards lived to see

the restoration of the Basingstoke so his initial

disappointment at failing to secure it in 1949

for the IWA was not the end of the story.

I have quoted at length from this article because,

in some ways, we have come full circle since

the early days of the campaign to save the

canal. Today, the canal finds itself again at an

important cross-roads in its long and turbulent

history. I believe that the passions which were

so evident more than 60 years ago are still

burning brightly within us today.

There is a widespread and deep rooted affection

for the canal and a determination not to let it

deteriorate into the sorry state that we found

when the restoration commenced in the early

1970s. It is our earnest hope that this passion

and support will sustain the County Councils in

their difficult negotiations over the future

ownership and management of the canal.

As always, the Canal

Society will offer

unstinting support to the

Counties as we are

determined to see a

favourable outcome to the

discussions. I’m sure

Teddy Edwards would

have expected nothing less

from us.

Philip Riley
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  Society Work Party

Having tidied up the Rally site at the end of last

period the team turned its attention to preparing

some of the Society work boats for the winter

work. Alan Flight was put into the dry dock at

lock 28 and pressure washed scrapped and

wire brushed to clean the sides and the bottom,

then given a couple of coats of epoxy paint.

The working deck and well area were also

cleaned and painted together with the cabin, all

with appropriate treatments. (See below and

back cover) New anodes were also added, as

they were to Beth our dumb flat topped working

barge which followed in for another  couple of

weekends work.

Before any treatment could be done to Beth

which had not been ‘serviced’ for far too many

years, we had to scrape fresh water mussels off

her bottom, not a fun job lying on your back in

60cm of space. The mussels and associated

deposits filled three large dustbins when

removed from the dry dock. Beth was then

properly repaired from damage done a SCC

subcontractor, who holed her and then crudely

repaired the metal hull with a wooden board.

Beth has also been painted underneath, up the

sides and the whole of the top including the

empty hold beneath the flatbed top, which had

to be jacked up for the purpose.

In the meantime the separate work group, the

engineering team or the 3 ‘musketeers’ (John

W, John A & Peter P) having previously repaired

the weedcutter,  the patrol boat and Kitty,  have

now turned their hand to the BCA’s work boats.

On the first one the rotted wooden deck and the

large amount of mud that had accumulated

underneath have been cleared, the metalwork

protected and painted and a new wooden deck

installed. The cabin has been refurbished,

including replacement of a corroded inner hull

and installation of a log burner.

They are the team that operates the weedcutter

on the canal whenever it is out working. They

have also at times repositioned the work boats

along the canal for the BCA to save the rangers’

time.  Now the first BCA workboat is completed,

it is planned to carry out a similar upgrade to

Above: The Alan Flight looking very smart.
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 activities by Duncan Paine

the other BCA one when it can be

spared. This small team works behind

the scenes but gets through a large

amount of work getting and keeping

the BCA fleet in full working order.

With work boat, Alan Flight, and

dumb barge Beth repaired and

painted, they have been taken up to

Odiham to start the winter cut along

the sections of the canal that John

Pinkerton cruises. The BCA/County Councils

are planning to get the Dogmersfield land slip

repaired this winter and that will close the canal

at that point, so we will be unable to operate on

any other sections, but then there is more than

enough for our work parties above the landslip

to keep them occupied this winter.

It was very nice to see that during the period we

had a few new volunteers turn out to help. All

volunteers are welcome and we would ask

anyone with time and effort available to contact

the team* and come along for a few hours. The

work suits all ages and you just do what you can

to help, and during the winter we should be

having a number of large bonfires.

* If you fancy getting some fresh air, exercise

and good company, please contact either Janet

Buckley (01252-620787) or Duncan Paine

(01252-614125)

Above: The ‘Three Musketeers’, John Wharf,

John Abbott and Pete Philips working on the

BCA’s workboat.

Below: Banks cleared near the Odiham

bypass.
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  Notes from

Joint Management Committee, 2nd October

One of the things that is reviewed annually is

the Risk Register. This lists all the perceived

risks relating to the canal and assigns a number

between 1 and 4 to the seriousness of the

consequences for services, safety and

reputation; these are summed and multiplied

by another number estimating the likelihood

of occurrence. Mitigation measures are listed

and a revised likelihood calculated.

The risks are graded red, amber and green to

indicate seriousness. The only risk listed as

red both before and after mitigation is

“The impact of the Comprehensive Spending

Review on local government may lead to

reduction or cessation in funding from

partners resulting in inability to safely manage

the canal with sufficient staff and therefore

meet statutory obligations and compromise

public safety.”

A wake-up call if ever there was one and an

obvious reason for the Counties current efforts

to pass ownership of the canal to some other

body.

In fact, the Treasurer’s report suggests that a

decline may already be under way. Although

the financial position for 2016/17 is slightly

better than originally budgeted, with £3,230

going into reserves rather than £9,968 coming

out, the budget for next year is of concern.

The report states

“The budget prepared for 2017/18 is set as a

balanced budget. Despite an improved outlook

on income and savings on transport, Canal

maintenance has had to be reduced slightly

by £736 rather than increased to £168,000 as

suggested in the latest recalculation of the

“steady state” model contained in the Asset

Management Plan; if this is repeated this will

lead to a slow decline in asset condition.”

This actually represents a shortfall in spending

on maintenance of nearly £12,000. Philip Riley

raised concerns at the meeting and suggested

that maintaining the canal’s condition was

more important than maintaining the reserves.

However the Treasurer did not agree and the

budget was confirmed.

The shortfall would not exist if all the District

Councils paid their calculated contribution in

full. The failure of Surrey Heath and

Runnymede to do this has been a source of

irritation ever since the canal re-opened in

1991 and it was raised at the previous JMC

meeting, where the new Chairman agreed to

write to these councils. As a result, the

Runnymede representative on the JMC was

able to report that they were working on it.

No reply however had been received from

Surrey Heath. Their calculated contribution in

2016 was £26,282 and they paid £10,000,

which is almost the same as the parishes of

Church Crookham and Crookham Village pay,

whose population is six times smaller. There

were rumblings at the JMC meeting from other

councillors, suggesting that Surrey Heath be

booted off the JMC, but it was pointed out that

they would probably then not even pay the

£10,000.

On a more cheerful note, James Taylor was

able to report that despite a pretty dry summer,

the canal had only been closed to navigation
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 the JMC

as a precaution for two weeks in September.

The canoe and rowing boat hire at the Canal

Centre had had a great season which had

already paid off all the set-up costs and the

newly-restored Patrol boat, manned by

volunteers, had had a very successful season.

A depth survey had been carried out but the

report was still to come. The re-lining of the

eastern part of the Ash embankment last winter

had completely stopped the leaks there.

7½ tons of crayfish* had been removed from

the canal by a commercial fisherman and the

Tuesday volunteers had removed large

amounts of invasive hydrocotyle weed from

the canal in Woking. Bad news was that some

had been found in Fleet and a close watch was

being kept to prevent it taking hold there too.

Philip Riley presented the Society’s report and

reported the completion of the Bridge Barn

waste disposal facility, the refurbishment of

the BCA’s workboat and the very successful

Woking Canal Festival.

He emphasised again the need for some action

on Swan ‘cutting’. The Society had sent a

report from the IWA’s engineer, Roy Sutton,

to the BCA and were waiting for a meeting

with the County’s engineers to discuss a way

forward. So far this has still not been arranged.

Boaters meeting, 27th October

Fiona Shipp presented the detailed data for

2016 which showed an increase in income

from non-powered craft licences, which was

largely attributed  to the online licence scheme

and better enforcement.

Summary of data

Licence fees non-powered:   £2,654.00  [double

2015]

Licences fees powered:  £4,650.00.

Mooring fees: £45,033.30

Income from Navigation fees:  £9,505.29

Income from Canoe England:   £3,675.89

Lock keeper costs:  £9,689.04

137 boats have used the locks including 44

attending the Woking Canal Festival, 15 of

which went all the way to Odiham.

6 boats have left the canal and 11 new boats

have arrived. Some of the boats that left were

not paying their dues.

Plans are in hand for renewing the cover on the

dry dock at Deepcut and small site

enhancements. The noise restrictions remain

in place. BCA are aiming to increase the use of

the dry dock which raised £6,000 this year.

It was suggested by Galleon Marine and Tim

Cadle from JP2 that the work on the Barley

Mow culvert was done before the Dogmersfield

Slip. James and Fiona said that they would try

to steer the contractor in this direction.

* By my calculations this equates to about one

hundred thousand crayfish (they weight about

75gm), which I estimate would be enough to

produce a wriggling mass big enough fill the

average bathroom from floor to ceiling. A

horrible thought but, with crayfish retailing

for about £18/kg, worth a lot of money.
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There is no such thing

Like many of the BCA staff I have been fortunate

enough to work on the canal for a considerable

amount of time; in my case 2017 will be my 25th

year, and after quickly doing the math, I could

have another 25 ahead of me with the changes

to retirement age and pensions. During that

time I have seen some huge changes on the

canal and I for one have been pleased to see

them, even though they have at times increased

my work load considerably.

I am not talking about the obvious things such

as major investment resulting in large numbers

of projects needing staffing, materials, sourcing

and purchasing of new equipment or assisting

with telemetry systems in the beginning of that

project, although that has all been great. I am

talking about Health and Safety! Yes this

gripping subject is that much loathed of all

work place requirements. I could now bore you

all to tears lecturing you about the differences

between risk assessments and method

statements, now produced as a single document

known as a RAM, but I’ll spare you. Like me

if you have come face to face with a real life

ram you will see the irony right about now and

not be able to keep a straight face.

Instead I will simply ask you to consider these

very simple questions: why do you think health

and safety is needed, what is it for, and what

does it achieve? The answer is as short and

simple as the questions: it makes us think about

what we need to do, how we do it and how we

can make it safer.

Perhaps if I was to give you an example of how

this subject could play out for us on the canal.

Imagine, 10pm in winter and a rain storm has

settled over the canal. Water levels were

recorded that morning as +40mm.  The duty

ranger is predicting a rise of 100mm in the

coming few hours. What does the ranger do?

They apply basic health and safety principles.

Surveys of the canal tell us we have limited free

board (space between our datum zero level and

the top of the canal bank) in some areas and

with further rises in excess of the 150mm

predicted due by the early morning we will be

exceeding our safe limits. We have identified

the risk. So what to do? The duty ranger must

start reducing levels by means of opening

sluices in the effected area and keeping all

weirs clean. This is known as the control. But

it’s pitch black, wet, remote, and they will be

creating fast flows of water (risk).  They could

say it’s too dangerous and head to bed claiming

health and safety the next morning!!! In reality

however they will utilise the controls already

in place, call the other members of the ranger

team to seek assistance and attend site as a pair,

or even several pairs if required. With recently

purchased tools and equipment, access to 4x4

vehicles and an array of throw lines,

freestanding lamps and self inflating life jackets

they can go out on the canal and get the job

done effectively and safely. In addition they

should even have started to reduce water levels

prior to the rainfall to ‘make space’ for the

impending weather.
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as an accident!

That thought process written up on a form is a

RAM, couldn’t be simpler, so why write it up?

It is so we do not forget and everyone has

access to the same information and procedure

and so our actions always remain safe and

effective.

I said at the beginning I was pleased to see

changes, and then referred to health and safety

- still seem odd? I am pleased to see changes

involving for what many perceive as a dull

subject, because it’s had a huge and positive

impact on the canal for all of us. Allow me to

put it like this:

• A new sluice and weir in St Johns, the

reinstatement of Artillery Weir in Aldershot

and upgrades to Farnborough Road sluice.

• A full tree survey of the canal will result in

works to make safe well over 500 trees by

the end of this winter - a clear reduction in

the number of fallen trees blocking the

canal and towpath.

• The canal relined on Ash Embankment, a

culvert replaced in Woking, lock repairs,

new paddle gear, extensive bank repairs to

improve the towpath scheduled for this

winter.

• New kit and contractor support to deal with

emergencies such as lifted and damaged

lock gates. A new mower and tractor so we

can cut back vegetation so people can safely

use the towpath.

Greater levels of inspection and monitoring,

be it by engineers, staff or volunteers, allowing

for structural faults, leaks or holes in the path

to be found and repaired more quickly and cost

effectively instead of deteriorating unnoticed.

All this and more has been made possible

because those involved in the canal past and

present, have understood and applied,

sometimes with great opposition, the

underlining purpose of health and safety, not

only for the people involved but to the canal

itself.

Yes it is hard work and has taken a great deal of

time over the last 6 or 7 years; sometimes it’s

truly been mind numbing. But all those surveys,

reports, inspections and risk assessments have

kept us and the canal safe, and for many a huge

part of their lives made better for it.

So I imagine some are wondering ‘what’s the

point to this article’...

For me it is very straight forward. During my

time here I have come to understand that despite

all of the pressures to keep the canal open and

racing towards that end goal, it’s simply not

about finishing the race first. In fact it is not

even about finishing at all. Put it this way, if we

all fulfil our roles correctly this race should

never end, we simply manage the risks as we go

along by being the very  controls we need to

counter the risks ahead of us so we can pass the

canal on to future generations and so that they

can do the same.

I would therefore urge everyone involved with

working on the canal to consider the what, why

and how, and share that information so others

can benefit from it.  Now for one last question,

what do you think about heath and safety now?

I am convinced it’s worth taking the time to do

correctly, are you?

Jon Green

Senior Canal Ranger for 24 years
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C&RT - The Future
The following is an extract from a talk given to the

Macclesfield Canal Society by John Dodwell,

who is a trustee of the Canal & River Trust and

brother of our Co-President Tim.

John has a long association with the Basingstoke,

having organised a rally on it with Tim back in

1962 and with him also producing an IWA report

on the canal for the County Councils, which

recommended that they take it over; this was

before the Canal Society appeared to start its own

campaign. John also brought his boat Helen up

the canal a few years ago.

Just as a reminder, the Canal & River Trust was

set up in July 2012.

The Trust is a charity and is not part of Government.

As a result, the Trust is not part of Defra and so

hasn’t been facing the sweeping cuts still affecting

Government departments.  Another of the big

advantages of the Trust is that through having the

15 years grant contract with Government, it can

plan ahead in a way BW simply couldn’t.

The Trust can - and does - seek charitable donations

and is more attractive to volunteers. Unlike the

BW days, every pound the Trust earns or every

pound saved is kept by the Trust. So gone are the

dispiriting days when staff efforts to increase

income or save costs just meant a reduced

Government grant.

Under Richard Parry, the Trust has been

developing a 10 year plan. This plan involves a

step back and saying “where do we want to be in

10 years’ time?” The plan is under the heading

“Living Waterways transform places and enrich

lives”.

The Trust’s ambitions for the waterways over the

next ten years include the following:

•   Being popular places to visit with 500 million

visits a year, up from last year’s 400 million

(if that doesn’t sound very demanding, it’s

because last year was better than expected).

•   Host to a thriving boating community with the

vast majority (at least 85%) of boaters and

waterway related users being satisfied with

the service they get from the Trust.

•  The Trust being a well-known charity with

75% of the population being aware of the

Trust  (it’s about 30% now), with 50% being

willing to support the Trust and the waterways

cause.

•   The Trust being a better supported charity with

some 100,000 regular individual donors –

there are about now 18,500 now.

•   A great place for volunteering in all aspects of

the Trust’s work, contributing 1 million hours

of work a year (up from a little under 500,000

hours now).

•  Local communities really caring from their

local waterways. We have about 150 adoption

schemes at present – we want to see that

increase to 500.

•   Involving the future generations of waterway

supporters with about 1 million children and

young people each year engaged in

volunteering, arts, education, sport and social

action.

•   A growing network with many more miles of

waterways restored or new ones built - much

of this will be outside the Trust’s ownership

but remember that our charitable remit covers

all waterways in England & Wales.

I don’t deny this is ambitious and may not be

achieved. The world will not fall apart if they

are missed – but isn’t it better to have targets

than not?
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We have another busy winter ahead of us for

maintenance works – a schedule showing the

programmed works and stoppage dates

where these are known or estimated can be

found on the following two pages.

Many of you will be interested in the works to

complete the restoration of the 2013 & 2014

landslips at Tundry Hill, Dogmersfield. I am

please to say that Hampshire County Council

have now appointed Dyer & Butler as

contractor. Engineers are currently working

with them on the details of their programme

and the preparatory work that is required before

they arrive on site. Having seen their outline

plan our best estimate for an actual start on site

is early December with a build period lasting

until Easter.  There will be reduced parking

available at Barley Mow car park, and the

slipway, towpath and navigation will be subject

to closures throughout. There will be further

closures upstream of Barley Mow Bridge for

part of the period when they will also replace a

culvert taking a stream under the Canal.

Elsewhere Ash Embankment will be drained in

order that Kenward Groundworks can complete

the second half of the successful lining works

they started in February. This time they will be

working upstream of the A331 Aqueduct and

will require a towpath closure due to the

presence of machinery and silt deposition works

on that side of the Canal.

The lower part of Deepcut flight will be drained

for inspection and chamber masonry repairs,

whilst the BCA Ranger team will be busy off-

side cutting and replacing lock gates at Locks

7, 22 & 24 – this will start after New Year.

I am sorry that there will be widespread

disruption to the towpath and navigation again

this winter, but I hope you will agree that the

canal is looking much better as a result of this

continued large programme of works.

James Taylor

Canal winter works

Left: Drawing

down the length

between Ash Lock

and the aqueduct

in preparation for

the re-lining work.

Similar work last

year on the other

half of the

embankment

seems to have

been successful in

completely

stopping the leaks.
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Canal works
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Winter 2016/17



Basingstoke Canal News Winter 2016page 14

I refer to the article

in the summer

edition of the BCN

is which you quote

a letter from a Mr.

E. Southgate Tay

written in 1911

concerning about

the dilapidated

state of the canal

and you continue by foot-note to discuss

William Carter (above), who purchased the

canal in August 1905.

Readers may be interested in that I have delved

a little further into some parts of the life of Mr.

William Carter. I know from articles that

appeared in the Woking News and Mail and

Surrey Advertiser at the time of purchase he

lived in Parkstone in Dorset (where he had

created the successful Kinson pottery, that

survived into the 21st century).   There was

much scepticism and incredulity in the press

on the canal acquisition that one person could

singularly take on such an ambitious venture

with a legacy of substantial trading losses.

Carter was born in 1861 in Winchester, the son

of a master builder.   Anecdotally, he initially

emigrated for a time to America in his early

twenties, where he made a fortune in house

building and property development and which

included time in Argentina building kilns.  He

returned to England in 1876.

With the information above I was able to locate

him in the 1901 census (born 1852, Winchester)

and then I was able to confirm a little known

fact that he lived in Woking between 1879 and

1881.  The 1881 census shows him with his

family living along Goldsworth Road at

Farmwill Villas. Occupation stated as a land

financier and brickmaker employing 12 people.

In the 1880s there were multiple brickworks in

the Goldsworth Hill, Hermitage and Knaphill

districts (including one next to the Rowbarge

pub).  Coal for the kilns was carried along the

canal from Radstock, Somerset and

Warwickshire.

At some point after leaving Woking he turned

more into land development, forming William

Carter estates, later Homesteads Ltd.  His aim

was partly ideological – to attract people back

to the land by making smallholdings available

at affordable prices with the possibility of

mortgage facilities.   He bought land in several

counties around London and sold it in one-acre

plots.   In 1900 he bought a 740 acre Rock Farm

at Black Bourton, Oxfordshire, on land

originally owned by the Duke of Marlborough.

He sold or leased mainly two-acre plots to

incoming settlers.  Early housing consisted of

galvanised corrugated iron mounted on timber

frames with brick chimneys.   The last surviving

specimen was demolished in 2002.    The area

was to become known as Carterton, though

Carter never once lived at Carterton.   There is

a blue plaque to commemorate Carter on the

wall of Carterton Town Hall.

The original asking price in 1904 for the entire

canal was £165,000 and he completed the

purchase for a much reduced price not disclosed

at the time – though I see Paul Vine and BCN

both say £10,000.   The sale was extensively

reported in the local, many provincial and

national newspapers throughout the country as

he had a definite revival plan for what was even

then a derelict canal.    Carter’s primary proposal

was to run a regular motor boat service for

merchandise and passengers between

William Carter, canal
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owner 1905-21          by Mark Coxhead

Basingstoke and Aldershot as there were no

locks to cause delay.    He considered horse

towage as the propelling power for the barges

was too slow and as the district is almost purely

agricultural, he could offer cheaper rates for

goods to be carried on water, and be in direct

competition with the railways.

Another of his plans, one newspaper credits

him with is the suggestion that the route of the

canal could be turned into a trunk line of a light

railway with tramway extensions on and about

Woking, Fleet, Aldershot and Basingstoke.

I believe the academic consensus is his tenure

of ownership involved a dubious association

with the Bottomley/Hooley share deception.

Indeed just after his acquisition of the canal in

1905, the Hampshire Brick and Tile Company

went into liquidation and Carter then brought

the Brickworks Arm and surrounding land, an

area which was known as “Klondyke”, with

the sole intention also to develop the land for

a housing estate.  An “elaborate” prospectus

produced stating that Homesteads Ltd sought

to sell sites to those seeking a home in a sylvan

setting, where everyman can be his own

landlord. A glowing description of what was

 

Census Residence Age Occupation 
1911 The Hermitage, Upper 

Parkstone, Parkstone, Dorset 
59 Chairman of Homesteads, a 

land and building company 

1901 Branksome, Dorset 49 Pottery Manufacturer 

1891 Kinson, Dorset 39 Sanitary <something> and 
<something> manufacturer 

1881 Farmwill Villas, Goldsworth 

Road, Woking, Surrey 

29 Land financier and brickmaker 

employing 12 people 

1871 Christchurch, Bournemouth 19 Brick Lime Merchant 
employing 9 men and 1 boy 

1861 Winchester 9 Father, Jesse, master builder 
employing 49 men and 5 boys 

 

anticipated to become “The Heatherwood

Estate” accompanied the map with 83 plots for

sale at £35 per acre. The plot of land immediately

to the east of the Brickworks arm (originally

the site of the brick kilns and now occupied by

the pig farm) was earmarked for a massive

sports pavilion.    The remaining bricks were to

be used for building of those houses.     However

after a few years only a handful of people had

brought plots of land at the southern end of the

Klondyke site, in what has now become Heather

Road.     It was at this point I understand Carter

became worried with financial troubles and he

became linked to the professional swindler

Horatio Bottomley, M.P.

I wonder if Carter’s real motive in the canal

purchase was to turn other parts of the canal

into his utopian housing estates?

I have not undertaken an investigation into the

complex share scandal itself or indeed

afterwards.   It is reported that Carter is named

as the mortgagee for the London & South

Western Canal Co. (1908-1909) and also

mortgagee for the Basingstoke Canal Syndicate

(1914-1919). He died in 1921.  The canal was

sold to Alec Harmsworth in 1923.
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Chobham talks
As usual, meetings will be held in the Parish

Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Station Road,

Chobham, near Woking GU24 8AJ (see map

for exact location).

This programme of meetings will start at 8pm

on the third Wednesday of the month up to and

including  April.  Raffle and retiring collection.

Coffee/tea and biscuits will available during

the interval. Non-members and friends are

very welcome.

18th January 2017

Dr Paul Hope: Studying the Bats of the

Basingstoke Canal and Greywell Tunnel

This talk provides an initial general introduction

to UK bats. This is followed by an account of

the techniques used and findings from over 15

years study of the bats on the Basingstoke

Canal. Paul will also discuss findings from his

6 year PhD study which focused on the

hibernating bat population within Greywell

Tunnel.

15th February 2017

David Plunkett: Eling Tide Mill, the Past and

the Future

Traditional, tidal powered water mills were

invented over 2000 years ago. They have been

part of the hidden industrial coastal scene of

Britain all that time without many of us knowing

of them. Most have been lost but just a few

have been saved and restored to working order.

David Plunkett as a volunteer craftsman helped

restore Eling Tide Mill in the 1970s and went

on to become Vice Chairman of Trustees until

2009 and manage repairs, milling and

maintenance until recent years.

15th March 2017

Carolyn Haynes: History of Bursledon

Brickworks

The only Victorian steam driven brickworks

left in the country, the Brickworks at Bursledon

are an amazing survivor. All the original

buildings and machinery are still there and for

some reason, although the owners operated

them from the age of the horse right through to

the age of cheap flights, they didn’t update

their works. The talk gives a history of the

brickworks, why they are so important and

what we hope their future will be.

19th April 2017

Graham MacKenzie: SS Shieldhall - 61 years

and counting

Taking the history of “Shieldhall” and

considering its daily toil in a working life from

1955 to 1985 and then into preservation

bringing the story up to date with information

regarding our grant from the Heritage Lottery

Fund in 2013.

Further information at

http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk

or contact Malcolm Brickwood at

chobham.talks@basingstoke-canal.org.uk
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Letters

Mark Coxhead operates a free email

reminder service about the Chobham talks.

Reminder emails are sent about a week

prior. To be included on the list please contact

Mark Coxhead at mark@coxhead.org.uk

Dear Roger,

I write about the Canal Walks article in the

latest Basingstoke Canal News.

Whilst I applaud the Woking & District

Ramblers for organising the event, I am very

disappointed that they have not included

walking the first five miles of the Basingstoke

Canal.  I know that little of the towpath between

Basingstoke and Greywell remains but there

are some public rights of way in place with, we

hope, more to come.  I would have thought that

a walk tracing what could still be seen of the

Canal would be of interest.

The Ramblers’ longest walk is 10 miles;

Basingstoke to Hook is definitely under 10

miles.

What worries me is the impression given by the

article that the Basingstoke Canal starts at

Greywell.  This is a further slight for the

Western end of the Basingstoke Canal, the so-

called ‘forgotten’ end.  I appreciate that this

part of the Canal will not be used for boating,

etc. but it is still an SSSI and much used by

walkers.

Regards,

John Young

Dear John,

I think you are being rather unfair to the

Woking Ramblers, who organised the event on

their own initiative. It’s a long way from Woking

to Up Nately - not exactly within their ‘patch’!

However, you may be pleased to hear that

Malcolm Brickwood, who has taken over as

Chobham talks organiser, has also taken on

the job of revising the Walks on the Basingstoke

Canal booklet, with the aid of the Woking

Ramblers. It will definitely have at least one

walk on the Western End.

If you have any ideas or recommendations,

why not get in touch with him? Contact details

are opposite and on page 23.

For sale

Roger Dunbar has a few items for sale relating

to the Basingstoke Canal:

Framed, tinted 1777 map of the canal, approx

17.25" x 11.5"  -  £100

Framed 1791 £100 Share Certificate, approx

15" x 12"  - £100

Unframed 1896 Debenture Certificate, approx

14" x 13.5"   -  £50

Roger does say that offers will be considered.

If you are interested, contact him at

elvacars@gmail.com.
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More tales of woe from the past courtesy of

Mark Coxhead, who had been trawling through

the archives of the local papers.

Article from Surrey Advertiser – 20th October

1892

BURSTING OF THE CANAL

ARTHUR’S BRIDGE

For some time past fears have been entertained

by the inhabitants of Woking, whose houses

are below the level of the Basingstoke Canal,

that the embankment was in an unsafe condition.

About a fortnight ago a portion of the bank,

near Arthur’s Bridge, Goldsworth, broke down,

but the damage was repaired by men residing

near.

On Monday during the present week they

became aware that a leakage existed, from the

bed of the canal into a culvert which passes

underneath conveying storm water from

Woking towards Mimbridge.  It is stated that a

bargeman was informed of the fact, and

attempted to remedy the defect by means of a

few shovelfuls of earth.

Be that as it may, about three o’clock on Tuesday

morning, Mr. Williams, who resides close to

the canal, became aware, from the loud barking

of his dog, that something unusual was

occurring, and, on looking out, found that the

water was poring out from the bed of the canal

into the culvert underneath.  Seeing that the

ditches were quite unable to carry off the water,

and that the houses in the neighbourhood would

soon be flooded, he gave the alarm to his

neighbours.

On both sides the land is considerably lower

than the bed of the canal, and the water, rushing

into the culvert, divided into two streams, one

rushing up the drain to the Woking side, where,

fortunately, there are no houses, and flooding

the meadows, and the other to the Horsell

Moor side, where all the gardens and the floors

of several of the houses were soon under water.

With ready presence of mind Mr Gottridge

waded to the road, and, borrowing a pony

galloped to the lock at Sheerwatter, where he

informed the lock keeper what had occurred.

Sometime, however, necessarily elapsed before

he arrived there, and by opening the gates most

of the remaining water was drawn off, and

further damage prevented.  Meanwhile the

inhabitants of some of the cottages, which lie

on the lowest ground, had become alarmed,

and removed their furniture to a place of safety,

and in one cottage the children were wrapped

in blankets, and about 4am carried to a house

situated on higher ground.  When morning

dawned the inhabitants were able to ascertain

the full extent of the damage.   In one house,

occupied by Mr. Collier, the water had risen to

a height of four feet, and in several houses the

floor was covered with water. Horsell Road

was quite impassable, and bakers, &c., were

unable to reach the cottages.

At noon the water began to subside, drawing

off by means of the ditches in the direction of

Mimbridge, where at the present time many of

the meadows are covered, until finally traces

of the flood only remained in the ditches, the

sodden condition of the ground, and in the

number of fish lying strewn about the gardens,

but these last were soon picked up by the

Canal still in
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children.  Our representative was shown a pail

full of fresh water fish, including a bream

weighing over three pounds, and several over

two pounds.  A large number of eels were also

picked up, and on Wednesday and Thursday

fish dinners were the rule in the neighbourhood.

Workmen from the Canal Company were

engaged in the locality, and are now repairing

the damage to the culvert.  The whole stretch of

the canal between the two locks, a distance of

three miles, was practically emptied.

Article from Woking News and Mail 15th

September 1899

A BURST CANAL

HANG DOG BRIDGE (aka STEP BRIDGE)

During Thursday night of last week the bed of

the canal gave way where a tunnel for a sewer

is being made near the Urban Council’s depot

in Goldsworth Road.  As a result, neighbouring

meadows were flooded, and that portion of the

canal between the locks practically emptied of

water.  For several days after the occurrence

men and boys were busy taking fish out of the

muddy residue, numerous eels and several

large jack thus falling an easy prey to their

captors, to say nothing of the qualities of roach

and other small fry.Below: One of the Harmsworth boats laden

with timber near the old Step Bridge, a few

years after the events of 1899.

trouble in the 1890s
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“Chain Gang” to King John’s Castle

At the end of September, Cllr Keith Chapman,

Chairman of Hampshire County Council,

played host to the Mayors of Hampshire,

sometimes familiarly known for obvious

reasons as the Chain Gang, aboard the John

Pinkerton.

In perfect weather the party left Colt Hill for a

trip to Odiham Castle, where they had a tour

round the site and posed for a group photo

before enjoying a buffet on the way back.

Keith will be finally stepping down as a

councillor when his term of office finishes,

after many years of service on practically every

committee in the County Council.

He was also Mayor of Basingstoke back in the

1990s and some may remember his appearance

at the final day of Perseverance’s dredging,

when he astonished everyone by announcing

that he was going to get the canal back into

Basingstoke. He did indeed get a civil

engineering company to produce proposals for

reinstating the line from Up Nately, but these

were not very practical and the scheme sadly

failed to get funding.

Nevertheless, Keith has always been a great

supporter of the canal and has chaired the Joint

Management Committee more than once. We

shall miss his cheerful presence and wish him

and his wife all the best for his retirement.



Basingstoke Canal News Winter 2016 page 21



Basingstoke Canal News Winter 2016page 22

BCS Membership

200 Club
Well here are the 200 Club winners for the latter part of 2016 and this is also my farewell to the

200 Club as I will be passing the reins to Don Barber for 2017; hopefully he can raise lots more

money for the Canal Society. Cheers

     Jim Johnstone

August

Mr J Crook £37

Mr H Best £18

Mrs J Williams £10

Mrs G Browne £10

October

Mr D Jebens £37

Mr L Pearce £18

Mr Martin Leech £10

Mr J Hedges £10

December

Mr R Malcolm £37

Mr D Newman £18

Mr H Williams £10

Mr JT Lyddon £10

Thanks to Jim for his efforts over many years and to Don for taking over.

Membership Secretary report

A warm welcome to the following members

who have joined the Society in the last few

months:

David Tranter of Woking

David & Penny Mearns of Woking

Robert Welfare of Sutton

Nicholas Grant of Old Basing

Chris Scott of Fleet

Martin Dixon of Ascot

Colin Hone of Woking

Jeremy Scott of Odiham

Christopher Blyth of Ashford

Joan Lai-Tan of Horsell

Doreen Hornsey

Membership Secretary

E-Mail: Membership@basingstoke-

canal.org.uk

Annual General Meeting

The 2017 Annual General Meeting of the

Society will take place on 20th May starting

at 2pm in the Deepcut Village Centre,

Swordsman’s Road, Deepcut GU16 6TB.

Further details will appear in the next issue of

the BCN.

The Society

has been

given a

l a r g e

f r a m e d

photo of our

old steam

dredger at

Colt Hill.

It has been suggested that we should auction

it at the AGM and also invite sealed bids. More

details from our Secretary, Terry Inskip.
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BCS information

The Bulletin is now up to

Issue 29.

If you want to keep up

with the latest news

about the canal, please

send your e-mail address

to

membership@basingstoke-canal.org.uk

To join the Society, please contact the

Membership Secretary, Mrs Doreen

Hornsey, whose contact details are below.

The annual subscription is Adults £10,

Junior £3, OAP £5, Family £12, 2 OAP

£7, and Group £15, payable on March 1st

each year.

Date for next copy 31st January 2017
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Dry Dock in use

Work boat Alan Flight (above) and barge Beth (below) getting some TLC from the Society

Work Party. Photos by Mark Coxhead


