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Editorial

We've been saying it for years, and nat has probably done it a power of good..

last, the message seems to be getting out that

the Basingstoke is not only a very beautifulwould also like to say that young Mark Foster

canal but a usable one too. who is employed as a temporary lock keeper
was a credit to the BCA. He was on time, very

In contrast to the misleading and, sometimgdeasant and welcoming, did what he had to

almost malicious tweets and other Internelb and left us to get on with it and enjoy the

postings in the last few years, some veganal. What more could you ask?

positive articles have appeared recently in the

waterways press.Waterways | understand that some 76 boats have visited

World, Canal Boat and the canalthis year so favith more booked to

Narrowboatworld.comhave all come if the water holds up.great reward for

carried enthusiastic reports on thall the effort that went into getting the canal

canal. open again at Easter

Even better in a way has been thEéven the water supply seems to have played

reaction of some of the boaters its part this yeamwith a distinct possibility that

have spoken to, who have come uine canal may remain open for use throughout

the canal this yeaifhey all said the summer for only the second or third time

much the same thing. The canal isince it reopened in 1994 navigation update

far from perfect, but it is not anyin mid-July warned that the locks might have

worse than the majority of canalgdo close within two weeks, but a couple of

on the main network. rainy days soon extended the date to the end
of August and more rain has fallen since.

| helped John Dodwell work his tug

Helen up and down betweenAtlastit all seems to be pulling together to try

Woodham and Brookwoodies, we did get to get the Canal working properly

things round the propelldout I've never gone

through an urban canal where this didn’t *oR K KX

happen. One or two paddles had problerisie rogues gallery on pages 16 and 17 is the

and a couple of gates could do with a sawsult of a suggestion by Kathryn Dodington

down them to improve the fit, but on thehat we should try to make the Committee a bit

whole, we had no significant difficulties. less impersonal.

Cover Picture TheJohn Pinkerton Ibeing namec
by SallyTaylor at Colt Hill Photo:R Cansdale

John did have a bit of a struggle going up ths is obvious from the text, some of us have
Deepcut flight, having to take several goes tieen on it for a very long time and will need to
get into some of the locks due to scours abe replaced probably sooner rather than.later
other debris between the lower wing walldf you are interested in helping to run the
Going down again was no problem howevé&ociety please don’be shy about coming
so ploughindHeleris 3ft draught up the flight forward.
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Chairman’s report

As a frequent visitor to Colt Hill, it is verysome dredging has been done between Broc
gratifying to see boats from other parts of thHeak and the Odiham By-pass bridge, nea
connected system using our can&k have Barley Mow and in Brookwood, but other
often argued that the public want to see boatsctions have not been touched. It is essentie
moving up and down the Basingstoke as thisour view thatif navigationis to be maintained,
brings the canal alive and attracts further supptite owners of the canal need to include :
for the Canal Partnershgpéforts to promote dredging programme in their forward plans.
its wider use. The wet winter has proved very
beneficial to us as it has enabled the BCA tanked to the dredging is the problem of tip sites.
sustain through navigation during aperiod whewhen the canal was being restored, silt wa:
in recent years, closure was often necessagither spread across friendly farmers’ fields or
One of our visitors last month was John Dodwethoved to sites adjacent to the canal where |
a Canal & Rivefrust trustee, who brought hiscould be off loaded from barges by drag-line.
beautiful tug, Helen, up to Odiham. | spent As far as I recall, all this work was done without
very enjoyable day with Jeff Hill, Davidthe need to comply with a host of regulations
Tonkinson and Robin Higgs helping Johwhich almost certainly apply today view of
through the Deepcut and Brookwood Flightshe problem at Swan Cutting (which we readily
This re-enforced my view that we are vergcknowledge is probably linked to a movemen
privileged to have such a beautiful canalrighton the towpath) and the shallow depths
our doorstep. encountered elsewhere on the canal, we at
urging the BCA and the Counties to work on a
Turning to more dffcultissues, | was invited by proper dredging programme. In this regard the
theWaterways Recovery Group to join them o@anal Society is providing support, for example
an evening trip odohn Pinkerton Ifrom Colt by carrying out depth surveys.
Hill. WRG are holding another work camp on
the canal this summer and we are very pleadadny view this has been a good summer for the
to welcome them for another year of hard wodanal and, despite setbacks (including, notleas
and (possibly) hard drinking. The trip from Colthe bank slip at Dogmersfield), and there is ¢
Hillwas notwithout incident. Just beyond Swagenuine feeling of optimism that the canal is
Bridge we ran aground and the crew hddoking forward to a sustained period of
considerable difficulty in freeing the boat andevelopment.
continuing towards the castle. This emphasizes
an important issue which does need to B always, the Canal Society is doing all it can
addressed. to support the Canal Partnership, both in term
of practical effort and in putting forward
When the canal was re-opened in 1991 the thetoposals to enhance and improve the public’
Canal Director Paddy Field, recommendednjoyment of the waterwalflease continue to
that the canal should be dredged at least evasjp us in any way that you can.
10 years and that suitable tip sites for the silt
needed to be identified. Since then | recall that Philip Riley
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John Pinlerton Il naming,

T

kel

Above.Toasting the JR. On board, Pete Phillips, JoAbbot, Nigel Bird and Marion
Gough. On shore, Dick King, Martin Leech, Philip Riley and SEdlylor.

Sunday 2nd June saw a large crowd gathel -8
at Colt Hill, Odiham for the official naming s
ceremony of our new triip boat.

Our Chairman, Philip Riley welcomed Sally*%
Taylor of BBC SouthToday to do the §
honours. Sally soon made it clear that she W
no stranger to the Basingstoke Canal, havif&= 4

praised the volunteers who had made tF
retsoration of the canal possible.

Naming the new boalohn Pinkerton the AboveJim Piele of Galleon Marine renewing
Second Sally poured a bottle of champagnﬁiS acquaintance with Salfaylor

over the bows - not perhaps the traditional way
but less dangerous and wasteful of champagne!
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Colt Hill, Odiham, 2nd June

e A 'Iﬁ.l. L

Above Jame#rbuthnot and Hugh Gough enjoying the open forward deck of thieaifhe
NorthWarnborough Lift Bridge on the inaugural cruise.

Once the formalities were complete, invitedhe only flies in the ointment currently are the
guests boarded the boat for a trip to Odihadifficulties we are having getting the new boat
Castle and back. Sadl$ally was unable tocertificated by the Maritime Coastguard
go because of another appointment, but gueatgency Despite the builders getting the design
did include ouWice-President and Mier Hart, and stability calculations approved by their local
Jamed#rbuthnot and &ve Lambon and Mark MCA office in Cardiff, our office in Orpington
Thomas, the builders of the boat, seen bela@emanded a stability test and then said that
looking justifiably pleased with their work.  had insufficient freeboard (compare with John
Dodwell’s tug on page 12!) and needed ar
armoured fuel line that will cost nearly £2000.

It's a bit like an airlingercertificated by the CAA
at Gatwick, taking off and then being grounded
by the local CAA man when it lands at
Manchester

Doubtless all will be resolved but it is causing
a great deal of trouble and expense to the Bo:
Company
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Canal Society website

Although much of the attention on th
Societys rebranding exercise was focussff
on the name change and the logo, it

T N T B BT I e =

always our intention that a major part of tt 3
project would be to redo the Sociegy| we i st oy e %
website. =y mrrbr e st erre—— !
This was first set up bArthur Dungate many g g
years ago when today/tools for website
Canal

design were not availablérthur did a
fantastic job, as didndy Beale when he
gave it a makeover a few years ago, but!
felt that it needed a fresh start.

The design company Lawrence & Beavi -
did the basic design and Martin Leech a -~~~
Craig Shanks have spent a vast amount =~ =
time putting everything onto the new site.

There is also a matching site for the Boafg can find them at

Company and both are now online. wwwhbasingstoke-canal.gruk and

_ _ wwwjohnpinketon.co.uk
| think the new websites are excellent - they

look good and they are easy to navigate. Th@oy have any suggestions or comments on
will also be live sites, kept up to date withhe new websites, please send them via the
current stories and matters of interest. website contacts page to Martin Leech.

Act of P arliament

We have a paper copy of the originalhave tried scanning it and using my character
Basingstoke Canalct of Parliament dating recognition software, but the resulting mess
from 1774. 1t would be very nice to have aade it clear that this was not the way to go.
digital copy of this as it runs to 66 pages with

about 550 words to the page in an 18th centusthere anyone out there who would like to try
type face that does not make for easy reading.transcribe it onto their computek® ideal
Even when one has got used to reading tay of whiling away those long winter evenings
font, it is a bit heavy going since the authossith nothing worth seeing on the tele! Ring
clearly didn’t believe in using one word whe®1252 678608.

twelve would do better! Parts of it seem to

have been lifted from RogstThesaurus.
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Work party & WRG

The Canal Societg’ volunteers have had an unexpected job arose when carelessnes
busy summerMuch of their efort has been on the part of a visiting boater allowed their
focussed on the barn at Colt Hill, which haloat to drift forward in Lock 12 with the result
clearly not had much maintenance for a goadat as the water rose, the bows unseated tt
many years. top gate and dislodged the balance beam. Tr
BCA rangers managed to get the gate back i
Trees that were leaning on it were removgslace and used a rope to open it to allow th
and others pruned to remove perches for birdeat to go on its wayHowever lifting
who werent doing theJP's paintwork any equipment was needed to replace the balanc
good. Broken tiles were replaced to make lieam. Because of the proximity of the garage
watertight and damaged and subsiddisimpossible to get any vehicle up the towpatt
brickwork has been rebuilt. there, so the BCA asked the Society for help.

Inside, years worth of accumulated dirt havehe dredgeBelfast Gir| part owned by Kevin
been removed, and the timber has been treatway was brought up frooking, which
for woodworm byAdvance Preservations Ltdtook all day and within 10 minutes the beam
who only charged us £5 instead of the normahs back in place.
cost of £895 W/AT. Thanks very muchThe
inside of the barn has now been painted akevin was also very much involved with the
an external 240v power point for the boat togistics of the preparation for thWaterway
connect to has been installed. Recovery Grou work camp, delivering lge

amounts of plant and materials to the work site
Remedial work is still to be done on the partyt Lock 27.Toilets at the lockgate workshop
wall at the back of the barn and piling will béiad to be cleaned and repaired ¥acha Smith
extended along behind the pub garden. Onsad to go looking for available showers after
this is all done, we shall have a very nicghe boiler at th&Voking Leisure Centre broke
mooring for the Societg’ boats and a verydown; thankfully Frimley Lodge Park came to
useful storage space fdP Il stuff and also the rescue.
for Accessible Boating.Rhotos on page)8

The work was mainly atlock 27. WRG installed
Work has been going on to refurbish the BCApiling to extend the wing wall on the upper
weedcutterwhich had been sitting forlornlytowpath side. They excavated a suspiciou
on the bank aish Lock for years. It is hopeddepression by the upper lock gate on the off
to have it on the water by the endfafgust. side and exposed a slightly sunken but intac
The hydraulic oil tank has been emptied readyiadrant. The hole that they dug filled with water
for fresh fluid, painting is virtually complete,when the lock was full showing a leak either in
new bilge pumps and solar panel trickle charggre paddle box or more likely in the lock wall.
installed, electrics done, and a new floor pUthe hole was filled with clay on the lock side and
in. The engine cover panels have been modifieelck-filled. The last major task was to build a
to prevent water getting in. It will need taquadrant for the lower off-side gate and 2
undergo PUWER testing before it is
operational, which the BCA are organising. Continued on page 8
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Work party & WRG

retaining wall to prevent the quadrant slidin
down the slope. The wall looks very gooc
especially the coping stones which we
manufactured on site.

Other jobs done included painting the log
gates, paddle gear and railings at Lock 25 ag
clearing the banks of the bridge abutment a
exposing a quadrant that had become burie¢s =

Lock 26

The WRG party did a great job and were abg
to enjoy a trip on thdP Il one evening, despiteas
horrible weatherThanks to JéfHill, Kevin .
Redway andVerna Smith for all their
organisational efforts.

Work on the barn.
Thanks to Duncan Paine for the photos.

Above:

Top: Extended piling above Lock 27

Cente: A Galleon Marine boat passing
through the work site.

Bottom: New etaining wall and quadrant
(photo: Jeff Hill).
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Sories on page 10.

Out & About

Contractors starting
piling along the
Mytchett Lake
embankment.
(Photo:

Gareth Jones)

Felled trees on the
Dogmersfield slip
awaiting removal.

Fallen tree blocking
the towpath and
navigation in Fleet.

Replacing a blown
sill on one of the
Deepcut locks.
(Photo:

Alison Snell)
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Out & About

Mytchett Lake is classed as a reservoir anttansported in the work boat to Barley Mdfv
a survey revealed the need to protect tlyeu want some logs for the wintgrlease let
embankment and raise the towpath to preveéviartin Leech know

overtopping. The work planned includes
76 boatsare reported to have come up the canal

6m sheet piling along 130m of the lake eddgis yearwith more booked to come if the water
1 metre high concrete wall at the back of tfa/PPly holds up. Needless to s#yere have
towpath, faced with wood with thebeen a few problems.

embankment behind raised to the top of it

Towpath raised by 500mm and resurfacetisill failed on one of the Deepcut locks, but it

with limestone chips in tarmac to prevenias rapidly replaced, and the navigation and
water ingress. towpath in Fleet were closed for a weekend by

a tree that fell across the canal from the offside
The contractors, Dyer & Butlehave started bank near Reading Road Bridge. However
work on the piling using a massive machine omas removed first thing on the Monday morning.
one of their modular floating pontoons. Gareth
Jones livesjust the other side of Mytchett Place
Bridge and says that he can feel his hou¥éaterlevelshave held up remarkably well this
shaking! The towpath will be closed for abowtear with rain coming just in time to stave off
two months. When the work is completed, threatened closure of the lockgith luck, the
rubbing strip and bollards will be installed, andanal may remain open for the whole season for
so the embankmentwill provide anew mooringnly the second or third time since the 1991

location. reopening. Nevertheless, levels have been
dropping, which has caused problems for the
JP II.

The Dogmersfield slipstill causes the towpath
to remain firmly closed, but boats are able to gatthough the draught is very similar to the old
through with care. Once the County had satisfib@at, it is 18 inches widewhich has been
themselves that the bank had stopped movimgusing difficulties in Swan cutting at North
a depth survey was done, marker posts watérnboroughThis has always been a problem
installed and the navigation was reopened.Thigea, because the gardens on the offside had
has allowed Galleon Marire’customers to encroached on the canal and now the towpath
start using the whole of the canal for the first tinféas also moved across. The result is that the
in some years, as well as letting incominghannel is deep enough but not wide enough.
visitors go right down to Odiham Castle.

Duncan Paine has carried out a depth survey
The technical solution to the bank slip has yethich will hopefully provide the impetus to get
to be announced, so work is unlikely to start f@ome dredging and piling down there to restore
some time. Canal Society volunteers have beléy@ channel to a usable state. It is unlikely
asked to make a start by clearing the trees thawevey that this will be done this year
have been felled on the site. These will be
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Lengthsmens eport

“Summer time and the living is eadyish are At Colt Hill | was greeted with the lovely sight
jumping and the nettles are high.” of two JP§, one old and one juvenile, nestled

togetherAh BlessAllin all, it must be said, we
This refrain was running around my otherwiskave a beautiful canal.

empty head as | cycled frolsh Vale to
Odiham, revelling inthe glorious weath®pot- Thankfully things have been very quiet along the
ted a female Ranger working just by th&h tow path and the odd spot of bother like
Agueduct. Decided not to disturb her in heuspected foul play at a Hampshire sluice, wa
natural habitat. quickly reported and checked otaumber of
Lengthsmen in the Surrey sector kindly helpec
| paused at Runways End to watch a jet take offit with caulking up one weekend as a Range
and noticed behind me, an angler fighting to lamrhd sufered a painful back injur{dtherwise, |
acatchTurned out to be a 15lb Carp. “Fish aram very pleased to report that no news i:
jumping.” definitely good news.

| really enjoyed the ride, even the detour inlanffe are constantly requiring more Lengthsmer
around the Dogmersfield land slip and | waso please, if you live near the canal and enjoy th
genuinely surprised at the overall good condiew path on a regular basis, we could use you
tion of the tow path. It was only after the Barlefielp please contact me at

Mow that it resembles a jungle track and lengthsman@basingstoke-canal.org.uk
regretted not bringing a machete or at the very

least secateurs. Them nettles were high! Mike Gordon

Dieter J ebens,Vice-Pr esident

My apologies to Dieter Jebens for failing tétle was the Society’ Press Qiicer and also

record his elevation t¥ice-President of the Secretary of the Boat Companyecoming its

Canal Society in the last newsletter Chairman for a year until Ron McLaughlin took
over He finally came onto the main Committee

Dieter was one of the people who respond@d1994 and was the Societyice-Chairman

to JimWoolgar's letter in the local papers infrom 1999 until 2005, when a stroke tragically

1966 and formed the Surrey & Hampshirgestricted his mobilityHowever he continued

Canal SocietyHe edited the campaign bookleas a corresponding member of the Committe

“Case for Restoration” and subsequentiyntil early this year

edited this newsletter for many years. He took

thousands of photos of the restoration whidh his new post, we hope that he will continue

he put to good use in a couple of books abdat take an interest in the affairs of the

the canab history and restoration. Basingstoke for many years to come.
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Helen’s trip

One of the 76 boats that have visited the canal
this year so far wadelen a vintage tug owned
by John Dodwell.

John has a very long-standing acquaintance with
the Basingstoke Canal, having helped his older
brotherTim organise the rally that was held
next to Monument Bridge iWoking in 1962.
John recalled that they had terrible trouble
turning the 70fEirebrand(right) in the silted-

up winding hole at Horsell Common.

John was going to be workirtgelensingle- Deepcut flights.

handed, but there was no shortage of

volunteers to lend him a hand with the locksGoming down again a couple of weeks later
did the longer but easier bit from Lock 1 tgohn was again helped by Jeff, joined by Phil
Brookwood andverna Smith and JeHill Riley (right) and DavidTonkinson, and

helped him up through the Brookwood angupervised by Robin Higgd¢low). | took
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Helen’s trip

over for the second day front $ohns to the Belatedly but manymany thanks so much to

Wey.

all those who helped me, particularly Jeff and
Roger who helped on theturn journey as

John is one of the trustees of the Canal anell. Special thanks to DavidalV and his
River Trust, and the one who seems to be tfemily for the happy way they looked after
chief representative of boaters’ interests, $tELEN and helped me tadim the station (I
his opinions of the Basingstoke were eagerfjather HELEN made a colourful addition to
awaited. He had invited the Counties and BCi#ye bottom of their galen!). Thank you, Philip,

for locating this.

The whole trip was thoughly wothwhile. |
first remember seeing this Canal as a child,
cycling with my family in the Byfleetddtdham
area in the 50s. Then canoeing (if you coulc
call it that among theaeds and weeds) in the
60s. Although individual places werknown

to me, this was the first time | had navigatec
the whole length — getting, as some of yol
know to the King Johs’ Castle winding hole.

(I then echoed that on theeyat Godalming,

to come on the trip and Jame&aylor from getting right up to the bridge befreversing.
Surrey County Council did join him for theNext terminus will be Inglesham!)

passage down Deepcle{ow).

The Basingstokg'trees have to be seen to be
believed. The top pound, particularly beyond
Fleetis mavellous. | got though Dogmersfield
OK. s, | know coming up Deepcut was a
teeny bit of a pain butevna will be pleased to
know that Jeff can confirm nootrble going
down. Roger steed back though Véking
and will no doubt give his own views but
basically no touble apatfrom havingto goin
reverse sometimes anddiar the twigs etc off
the popeller

| was pleased to meet Jamaglér and to hear

John has promised to write some passalig views — which I've passed onto Philip.
notes, which we look forward to seeing, but
his initial reactions are in the following email. Best wishes and thanks again.

Thanks to David dnkinson for the photos.

John
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Events
CHOBHAM SOCIAL MEETINGS

The autumn and early winter programme is
shown below:

The meetings will be held as usual at the Parish
Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Station Road,
Chobham, nealNoking, GU24 8AZ (See map
for exactlocation). Meetings willcommence at
8pm on the thirdVednesday of the month.
Coffee/teaand biscuits will be available during
the interval. Non members and friends are very
welcome. Please pass the word around. Raffle
and retiring collection.

16th October 2013 18th December 2013
Tim Morris - ‘Brooklands into the Second JohnHow - ‘The LondonWater Ring Main’
Century’ John, who is now a volunteer with the Inland

Tim, who is the Brooklandsrlist Members WaterwaysAssociation, currently working on
Administrator will describe and illustrate thethe Basingstoke Canal leading the &tafr
long history of this famous establishment, frofitrategy Group’, will describe the history of the
its earliest motor racing days of 1906 rigHtondonWater Ring Main known as ‘the best
through until the present time. The motoringept secret about for London in the last 100
story is a fascinating one and also coveysars'. The project now supplies drinking water
aircraft as well as both cars and aircraft ate the 8m people in London from a tunnel 40m

features of the current museum. to 60m below ground and has avoided Thames
water bringing the capital to a grinding halt

20th November 2013 through digging up the roads to repair and renew

Graham Deavin - ‘The Rivers and Canals existing water pipes

of Brittany’

Graham and his wifeyin will describe and Furtherinformation from David Milletton 01252
illustrate the geography of the waterways and 4 7364 or email: d.millett7 @ntlworld.com
links, their history and engineering features, and

how the system is currently operated plus th -

various craft using them. In the second hal%\pOk)gleS to members living in
Graham andyn will talk about their experience| Fleet who got surcharged by Royal Mail for
of having a boat based in this area and descrjltieeir newsletter last tim&Ve had a system i
some of the major sights, towns and cities opplace to save us putting stamps on [the
can see whilst cruising this beautiful part gfenvelopes that went wrong because somgone
France. was on holidaywWe are taking steps to ensyre
that it won’t happen again.

=]
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Events

Mikr on Theatr e

The Mikron Theatre paid their annual visit to
the Basingstoke on Sunday 28th JBlgcause
they were also due to play Chichester the sarr

FOX & HOUNDS RALL Y day their performance in Fleet took place at
midday

The annual boat rally organised by th :
Basingstoke Canal Boating Clubisto be heldﬁ1e venue was the Fleet Football Club, whict

the Fox & Hounds in Fleet on Saturday 21565 S€Tved previously as a backup in case
September rain. This time, however the Fox & Hounds

were unable to host the event as the area ust

Visiting trail boats can be slipped iVénchfield for the stage is now a childrerplay area.

or Farnborough RoadA visiting trail boat

: : Perhaps for these reasons, the audience w.
licence fee will cost £3 per day

smaller than usual, but some 40 people enjoye
a very lively production based on the history

As usual, there will be competitions for ) :
P of the Royal Mail and its predecessors.

Best Presented Steam boat
FurthesfTravelled Boat

Best Presented Boat Bedser Bridge opening

The pubwill be puttingonaBBQ from 12 noo
with limited restaurant menu. They have thr
bands playing throughout the dakiffle band
Straubenzee, then local band The Doge
finishing in the evening with Pop/Rock band
Forty/45.

"rhe new foot bridge iWoking that will connect
6 theworld wildlife Fund’s new headquarters
n\gg\s opened for public use April.

Entry forms for the rally can be obtained from
Mrs J Byrnes, 28 Grayswood Drive,
Mytchett, CamberleyGU16 6AR

Tel: 01252 676833 or 07747 000519

and if you would like to donate a cake for the

iFhe WWEF complex, called the Living Planet
stall, she would be even more pleased. pex, Iving

Centre, is due to be officially opened this

. . autumn, but we have been unable to get a firr
There will also be stalls from the Canal Somegate When we do. it will be on our We?bsite it

R/r\]/i the Guildford & Reading branch of th?s hoped to have a few boats present if thi:
' can be organised.
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Who’s who on the Canal

Philip Riley became Martin Leech joined

Chaiman in the the Committee in

spring of 201 having 2010 and became

previously beekice- Vice-Chairman in

Chairman. He joined 2011. At the same

the Society in 1978 time he took on the

and worked on therunning of the

Deepcut and St JohnsSocietys  Work

locks. He came ontoParty He has been

the Committee in heavilyinvolvedinthe
1982 taking on the post of Secretary which Water Resources Group and the re-branding
held for 21 years. Phil has a legal backgrousgcercise. He instigated and edits the Sodety’
which has proved very useful on occasiongmail bulletin, and is in danger of becoming
He lives near the canal at Broad Oak. indispensable!

Guy Faller joined Gareth Jones
the Committee in joined the Committee
2013, taking on thein 2008, taking over
Treasurer’'s job the Secretary’s job
soon after joining the from Verna Smith
Society He is a soon afterAmongst
Charteredother things, he
Accountant. He lives organises théAGM.
next to the canal nearHe lives next to the
Hermitage Bridge. canal near Mytchett

He speaks Norwegian, having lived there forlSake.

years.

Verna Smithjoined Fredda (Freddie)

both the Society andDawson joined the

the Committee in Committee in 201.

1999 and almostShe grew up in

immediately took on CrookhamVillage

the Sales Manager andremembers hiring

job, eventually boats from Mark

handing this over to Hicks in the 1960s.

her sister Denise inShe looks after the

2007.Verna became Societys insurance
Secretary in 2003 and was also the Soaetyffairs and has been helpingrna oganise
chief organiser of events for many yeargvents. She and her husband Peter live on the
Canoeing is one of her hobbies. canal inAsh and now own the boathai.
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Socliety Committee

Suart Black joined Roger Cansdale
the Canal Society andjoined the Society in
Committee in the 1970s. He got
November 201. He involved with running
livesin Frimley Green the John Pinkerton
in house backingontoand became Boat
Canal, and owns aCompany Chairman
small cruiser Suart in 1985, joining the
has been very Societys Committee
involved with the re- at the same time. He
branding exercise. resigned the post in 1994, but became th
Newsletter Editor in 1998. He regularly gives
talks about the canal on behalf of the Society

Jeff Hill joined the Dick King joined the
Canal Society in Committee in 2013,
2012 soon after having taken on the
retiring from teaching job of Boat Company
and came onto theChairman last year
Committee a yearHe and his wife
later He helps Brenda bought
organise theWork Nancy Larcombes
Party and has alsoboat Nancy Bella
been involved in the couple of years ago
efforts to find a buyer for théohn Pinkerton and gave it a complete refit before returning it
to the canal.

Kevin Redway has jonnwall joined the
been |nyolved With committee in autumn
the Societys work 2011, He was a
parties for many R y s hmo o r
years and plays ancouncillor and is now
invaluable partin the 5 Hampshire County
logistics of moving councillor.  John
plant and equipmentprings his valuable
thanks to his lorryHe knowledge of the
is co-owner of the grcane workings of

dredgerBelfast Girland received the Robinthe Councils to the Committee and has alread
HiggsAward for his dforts in 2008. He joined helped us to secure grants.

the Committee in 2013.
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FUTURE OF AN OLD

Kyrle Willans was the Chief Development reach of London, can pay its way from the
Engineer at Kar Suart locomotive works at tolls derived from pleasure boating and angling
Soke-on-Tent, which is whexr his nephew coupled with a certain amount of cargo-
Tom Rolt stated his appenticeship. WWlans carrying, which no doubt would expand as the
bought a horse-drawn nesw flyboat condition of the canal improved. The two main
called Cessyin which he intoduced ®m sources of revenue would probably be flood-
to the canals. Gssy eventually came into free moorings for yachts during the winter
Toms hands and theest, as they says season, and general pleasure boating of all
history. Nice to know that the whole saga okinds, in boats ranging from the smallest canoe
Tom Rolt and Grssy “Narrow Boat” and  to the largest craft that can pass the locks.
the founding of the IWhad its beginnings

with his uncles happy childhood days on The canal joins the Rivaey atWoodham

the Basingstoke Canal. near Byfleet, in Surreyuns due west, although
iIn a somewhat serpentine fashion, and originally
From Country Life, 24.12.1948 terminated in a basin at Basingstoke, in

My memories of the old Basingstoke Canal %amp_shlre. It was opened in 17.96 an_d s
uestionable if it ever was financially

back to the days when my father and mother : : :
: ... successful. Throughout its entire length it runs

used to spend the summer on its waters in their

canal yacht Una, and | have later and mo arallel to and close to the old Southern

. ) ) . ailway's main line to the west. It was originally
distinct recollections of the time when we live :
) 7 miles long, but the stretch between the 1,200-
on its banks. Back over the years they come In

2 flood: mv arandfather aailv steppind into th ard tunnel at Greywell and Basingstoke has
00-My g mer gatly stepping ong since been abandoned and the tunnel
family skiff and being tipped into the canal

tollapsed some years ago. (In collapsing it is

my first fish, caught below Frimley top lock, lieved to have improved the water supply to
the first time | fell into the canal and was rescue . :
e remaining 31 miles east of Greywell.)

hanging to the stern of our dinglgnd above

all the first time | controlled the engines of thﬁ\.he canal varies in width from 38ft in the
steam launch Sprite as she came up the Frim

Iset}/mmit level to 36ft elsewhere, and when
locks.

dredged could pass boats with a maximum

- : .. draft of 3ft 6ins. The locks, which number 29,
In deciding not to take this canal omixe British will accommodate craft 72ft in length and of

Transport Commission was no dOUbf3ft6ins, beanilhe lockage, although hegvy

|anuenced by_the poor prospects of It|Ss ideally arranged from the point of view of
producing sufficient revenue to meet expenses.

: : . both users and owners; for the forme&hen
Solely from the point of view of cargo-carrying
: ..~they have surmounted lock 28, have a stretch
few who know the canal would find fault with

this decision. | would, howevgike to suggest i(:tezr%unlgilsorc:r T)eatrr:)(; girfzcrogmhscaenndery
that this waterway furnishes an outstandi P y by 9 ’

: Nfe latter benefit since locks close together can
opportunity to demonstrate that a canal runnir) : e )
more easily maintained and supervised.

through beautiful countpand yet within easy
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CANAL BY K yrle W Willans

Beyond the junction of are relatively short,
the canal with the they are long enough
River Wey and going for moorings, and in
west one traverses a my opinion this
guarter of a mile of stretch is as beautiful
water which forms an as any on the canal.
ideal lay-by for craft From Frimley top
waiting to ascend the lock to the final lock
Woodham locks. atAsh the scenery is
These, six in numbeger generally excellent,
extend over a distance and access to rail
of a mile and a quarter and road facilities
and a pump drawing good. FromAsh to

from the canal below the bottom lock anthe east end of Greywell tunnel, with the
delivering into thewoking pound through aexception of a short stretch throufldershot,
water main a mile and a quarter long wouldhe scenery is as good if not betfddershot,
ensure maximum depth of water in a reach threarnborough, Fleet, all places with good rail
and three-quarter miles long. This reach, épnnection to London, are within easy reach
pound to give it its correct canal name, has itfie canal ends at the eastern end of Greywe
middle about the middle of the townwbking, tunnel, whence chalk for treating the dredgings
and cargo-carrying exists and could ber neutralising the composting of the water
increased at any rate as falVésking. weeds is available in quantity

At the western end alVoking pound are the There are two factors that it is especially
five Goldsworth locks.. These extend over important to bear in mind in estimating the
distance of three-quarters of a mile and gi@etentialities of a canal. The first is return loads
access to Brookwood pound, which is a milhich fortunately do not apply to a canal that
and three-quarters lon@jt the west end of this derives its revenue from pleasure craft or fron
pound are the three Brookwood lockguassenger-carrying. The second is the vita
covering a distance of not more than 220 yardgjestion of water supplyudging from the
and giving access to another pound a mile asi@te of the Basingstoke canal as viewed fron
a furlong in length, which ends at Frimleyhe train, it would appear that there is
bottom lock. One has now risen close on 1@asufficient water to supply the lower portion
feet from theWey in 14 locks, and no lesgn the neighbourhood &oking, where trdic
than 6% miles of canal exclusive of locks aig meantime carried on, without utilising the
available for the use of pleasure craft amper reaches as reservoirs and drawing fror
moorings in three stretches, one of nearlytdem. The remedy for this, which is frequently
miles and the others each over 1 mile in lengtractised on other canals and could readily b
The final batch of 14 locks ending in Frimlegarried into effect by reason of the lock
top lock extend over a distance of over twgrouping, would be to install pumping plant.
miles, and, although the pounds between them
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Futur e of an Old Canal

Obviously to facilitate the passage of traffioyaters, it is likely that over all these years the
and the supply of water from the chalk gublic has acquired a right to fish unhindered
Greywell to provide water for lockage, it wouldvhich it would be impolitic to contest. | feel,
be necessary to dredge the canal from endhewever that the nearness of the London
end. The actual mechanics of dredging presénarket makes the canal a very suitable place in
no difficulties: they have been reduced to amhich to develop eel fishing. Elvers in quantity
exact science by makers of dredging plant, aate available from the Severn elver fisharyd
there is available the vast store of knowleddleese would be needed, as it is highly unlikely
possessed by canal companies such as tihat a single elver escapes the pollution of the
Grand Union and the Oxford. Normalyyvery Thames and eventually reaches the clear waters
serious factor is where to tip the spoil. In thef the Basingstoke canal. Few better places
case of the Basingstoke Canal | feel that neould be found for setting up a trap for
only does this problem not arise, but that faigrating eels than the lock on a canal.
may even be a means whereby the cost of
dredging may be reduced - by the sale of thaving spent the early days of my life on the
spoil. The opportunity lies in the proximity tadanks or waters of this canal, | long to see the
the canal in many places of large tracts of lap@unds full, the locks working, and boats of
at present useless for food production. Tigyery kind using it. | want to see an end put to
initial dredging of the 31 miles, if carried intdhe dreary sight of more or less empty stretches
effect, would at a conservative estimate provig®tted with old boots, derelict tin cans and
sufficient spoil, composed mainly of rottedicycle and motor tyres being tangled with
water-weed, soil washed off the banks andater weed. The cry of the Thames fraternity
decayed leaves, to coat 100 acres of wabi@s always been: “If only the Thames could
land to a depth of six inches. This would bgin another way for a change.” That is
annually added to by the cutting of the watémpossible, but within three miles of
weeds and their collection and composting.Shepperton lock and after three miles on the
Wey the yacht, boat, punt or canoe owner could
In view of the great growth in popularity ofturn right and travel the 31 attractive miles of
small-scale yachting and of the family yachthe Basingstoke Canal.
and of the urgent need for more water space
to satisfy the increasing number of those who
live on the water or want to live on it, | do not think Mr Willans would be pleased to see
feel unduly optimistic in visualising the 31 mileghe canal back in use with his suggested back-
of canal carrying enough yachts to provideumping schemes installed, even if we haven’
revenue from tolls sufficient to meet expens@one into eel farming. His view ofetfgings
and leave something over also see theas a positive asset is one that we should
personnel of the canal authority drawn fromursue. If local farmers danivant it, 1 ton
the ranks of those who long for an open-ddags of topsoil sell for about £50, so we need
life and yet are too old to start farmings to look for silt dump sites with goodad
regards the angling possibilities of the canagcess so that they can leised once the silt
apart from the sale of fish for re-stocking othdras dried off and beeemoved for sale.
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Peter Fethney

by severalinches; justas well because it only jus
squeezed under when the water levels were u

He and his wife Ray had been involved from the
early days of the restoration of the canal and h
can be seenin aphoto of a bank clearance wol
party taken in the early 70s. In 1976 he was th
Societys Sales Manager and he took over the
Treasure's job in 1978This was also the year
inwhich theJohn Pinkertotbegan its operation.
Peter had chaired the group that planned th
boat and when Surrey & Hants Canal Cruise:
Ltd was formed, he was its first chairman.

: _ . He and Ray moved back upYorkshire when
Itis very sad, yet strangely appropriate thatjut:};]t

: : ey retired and lived in Grassington until Ray’
as the oldohn Pinkertons supersgded by thed clining health brought them south again to be
new boat, the man who masterminded and Iﬁé

arer to their famil
the trip boat project some 36 years ago has die y

Peter was a quiet but very determined an
| always felt that Peter Fethney was one of ﬂb‘?incipled man, who had an ability to draw

largely unsung heroe_s ofthe caaaégt_oraﬂon together a circle of friends to get things done
and never really received the recognition that Réi

e lagely owe to him the success of our trip
effo_rts . th only was he the C_:an atand the money itraised to enable the can
SometySTreasurewvhlchthenmvolve_d making restoration to be completed.
up weekly pay packets for the Socistihree
full-time employees, but as Chairman of the
Boat Companyhe was also in chge of the

main source of fund-raising, thehn Pinkerton

Dor othy Bracewell

Peter was #orkshire man and took a degree at

Bradford University before moving south. He&saq to report also that Dorothy Bracewell diec
ended up at the Royaircraft Establishmentat peacefully at her care home recently
Farnborough where his work on noise earned

him an MSc from Southampton University at the 1988 SocietAGM, a special word of
was, perhaps, his scientific mind and attentigpynreciation was expressed to “Dot”, who ha
to detail that made him so valuable to both thgstired” after 12 years of voluntary work. She
RAE and the Canal Societit was this that \ya5 also listed among the people who gav

drove him to double check the air draught gbnations to tharip BoatAppeal to purchase
Reading Road Bridge, as a result of which thge jonn Pinkerton

design height of théohn Pinkertonvas reduced
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BCS Membership

A warm welcome to the following membergnfortunatelywe still have anumber of members

who have joined us in the last few months:

Christopher Knight oAlton

Mark, Rosie,Josh & Ben Leakey of
Farnborough

Matthew Stanley of Basingstoke
Stephen Pratt @diham

Nick Walker ofAldershot

Helen Berr of Portsmouth

Liz Key of Woking

Richard Burgess of Farnham
Basingstoke CandlnglersAssociation

who have not paid their 2013 subscriptions
which were due in March. If | do not receive
payment by the end of September | will therefore
have to assume that they no longer wish to be
membersWe need your support so if you have
not paid this year and wish to remain members
please contact me and let me have your
subscription as soon as possible.

Doreen Hornsey
Membership Secretary

E-Mail: Membership@basingstoke-
canal.org.uk

Donations

200 Club winners

The last monthly balance sheet for the Socidtiere is the latest crop of winners:
showed anincome from members’ subscriptions

of £7,222, which doesn’'t do much more thalRebruary

cover the cost of the quarterly newsletter Mr R Malcolm £52
Howeverthe balance sheetalso shows donations MrsV Vine £26

of £3,227, which according to our treasurer Miss GL Miller £13
mostly come from additional payments by  Mrs A Richardson £13
members, over and above the nominal

subscription fees. April

Mr DA Webber  £52
This is very generous of them and we are very Mr R Gunner £26
grateful. It is a long time since subscriptions  Mrs P Jenkins £13
have been raised and many costs, such as MrH Morgan £13

postage, have risen substantiabhyt we are

reluctant to raise them because of the genedehe
hassle involved in getting everyone to change Mr|Bell £52
standing orders. If we can rely on members’ Mr D Paine £26

generositymaybe this can be staved fufr a
while yet.

“All contributions gratefully received” as they

say!

Mr H Morgan £13
Mr A Sumpf £13

Jim Johnstone
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BCS information

The Bulletin is now up
to Issue 19.

If you want to keep up
with the latest news
about the canal, please
send your e-mail

address to

To join the Societyplease contact the
Membership Secretarivirs Doreen
Hornsey whose contact details are beloy

The annual subscriptionAglults £10,
Junior £3, OAP £5, Family £12, 2 OAP|
£7, and Group £15, payable on March L

membership@basingstoke-canal.org.uk each year

Date for next copy 3% October 2013

Published by the Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society Ltd., a non-profit distributing company limited
guarantee, registered as a Charity. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Society. Exe
members of the Committee are shown in bold type and Directors of the Society have an asterisk (*) aft
name.
Editorial Team: Editor: Roger Cansdale* 29 Knoll Road, Fleet, Hants GU51 4PT
e-mugjkr.cansdale@ntlworld.com

01252-678608

Tim & Elizabeth Dodwell
Philip Riley*

Presidents:

Chairman: The officers of the Canal Society may be

Vice-Chairman:
Hon. Secretary:
Hon. Treasurer:

Martin Leech*
Gareth Jones*
Guy Faller*

contacted by e-mail via the Society’s
website at

www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/directory.htm
Membership Secretary: Doreen Hornsey
Working Party Information: Vacant
Trip Boat Manager: Dick King*
Trip Boat Bookings: David Horwood
Sales Manager &
Mail Order Sales:
Exhibitions Manager:
Website Manager: Craig Shanks
Press Officer: Roger Cansdale*
External Talks Organiser: Roger Cansdale*
Mike Gordon
Jim Johnstone

or by telephone on 0796-4357442

Denise Smith
John Ross

Lengthman Organiser:
200 Club organiser

Archivist: Rev David Tonkinson
VP & Chobham talks: David Millett

Director Verna Smith*
Director Kevin Redway*
Director Freddie Dawson*
Director Jeff Hill*

Director John Wall*

Director Stuart Black*

General Canal Society contact number: 0796-4357442

Basingstoke Canal Authority Canal Centre, Mytchett Place Road, Mytchett, Surrey GU16 6DD 01252-370073
Canal Society Internet Websiteww.basingstoke-canal.org.uk

Canal Authority Internet Websiteww.basingstoke-canal.co.uk
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Summer on the Basingstoke

Canoeing in Mytchett
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