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Ian Brown, the Canal Director, gave us a very upbeat and
encouraging presentation at our AGM. As well as nailing his
colours to the mast by declaring that the canal was cut for
boats, he declared his intention to have the canal open for
navigation throughout next year.

However, it is one thing to have good intentions, but much
more difficult to deliver on them, particularly when you are
not in control of such crucial matters as letting contracts for
work on the canal. I don't know whether it is due to particular
circumstances, but Hampshire County Council appear to
be able to act pretty fast when something like last year's

bank breach in Dogmersfield occurs, whereas in
Surrey work has yet to start on the bank slip at
Deepcut that happened three years ago; it took
them 18 months just to get the Canal Centre tea
rooms open again.

Of more current concern is the work that is
needed to re-open Lock 15, which is absolutely
vital for any boat rally next year to be viable.

Happily, Rose Younger has returned from sick
leave, so there is now some hope that things
may get moving, but she also needs backing
from the rest of the County's ponderous
administrative machine.

The phrase "The work will start as soon as
Surrey has let the contract”  currently has about
as much credibility as "The cheque's in the post"
or the dentist's "This won't hurt".

The BCA enjoys pretty good support from the
boating fraternity but there are mutterings in
some quarters about refusing to pay licence fees

until the canal is reliably open for navigation, and who could
blame them?

There are a lot of volunteers still working on the Basingstoke
because they believe it has a future. They need better
support if they are to continue to believe.

*  *  * *  *
In the last issue I reported favourably on the work done on
King John’s castle. At the same time, work was done on the
canal bank to improve the mooring there. This was badly
needed because the bank was far from straight and the
canal quite shallow so that passengers from the Pinkerton
had to disembark at a temporary mooring stage.

The bank has been piled so there is now a nice bit of straight
bank to tie up to. There are two snags however. The first is

easily rectified – there are no bollards or rings so people
have to bang in spikes which don’t do the bank any good.

The second is more difficult. There is only space on the
mooring for 2 average sized narrow boats.

No matter you might think - if there are more than 2 boats
the others will just have to moor on the unprepared bank as
before. But they can’t, because soft bank protection has
been installed for about 100 yards on either side of the
mooring. This projects a few feet out from the bank underwater
and effectively prevents boats mooring there unless they
have very athletic crews and long gang planks. Not good for
elderly Pinkerton passengers.

The BCA is keen on this type of bank protection because it
is cheaper than sheet metal piling and it provides a home for
plants. But do we actually need more marginal vegetation?
Most of the canal banks are currently already so overgrown
as to make landing from a boat anywhere except a wharf
very difficult.

If one was inclined to paranoia, one might begin to suspect
that there was an undercover campaign to turn the canal
completely into a nature reserve by denying boats the ability
to moor with the increasing use of this soft edging. I don’t
believe this, but as Lenny Bruce said, just because you’re
paranoid, it doesn’t mean they aren’t out to get you.

I think the mooring at the castle needs to be extended to
allow a couple more boats to moor there. When the canal
is fully open for navigation, the work done on the castle is
bound to attract more boats to the end of the navigation.

*  *  *  *  *
The Canal Society has a new Company Secretary. Gareth
Jones has allowed himself to be persuaded to take over from
Verna Smith. Verna remains on the Committee and will still
be involved in organising rallies and other events. Welcome
to Gareth and many thanks to Verna for all her work as
Secretary.

There are also changes at the BCA. Jon Green is promoted
to be the new Senior Ranger and  two new faces, Sara
Murray and Chris Healy will be joining Andy Loader, Peter
Munt and Peter Bickford in the Canal East Team. Team
Canal West is Andy Foster, Paul Hope, John Curtis and
James Emmett. The dividing line between the teams is the
Canal Centre.

Ian tells me that Sara and Chris are both qualified ecologists
and also canal enthusiasts, so welcome to both of them. I
hope they have an enjoyable and fulfilling time on the
Basingstoke.
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Chairman's Page

CHAIRMANS REPORT to theSHCS AGM – JUNE 2008

This last year has been an extremely busy one for your
committee and possibly the most critical for the canal
since restoration was completed and the canal re-
opened. I will attempt to bring you up to date with the
issues affecting the canal and navigation.

Water Supply
A Water Resources study has been commissioned jointly
by the Canal Authority and SHCS. We were able to engage
the services of the IWA consultant, Tony Harrison. Tony’s
interim report confirms that additional supplies in the order
of 900 Megalitres per annum are required to compensate for
losses and enable unrestricted use of the navigation.

Initial recommendations are for an increase in pumping
volumes to be negotiated between the BCA and EA, to
evaluate the volume of water available from the Frimley
Pump and to investigate availability of additional supplies.
The BCA and EA have identified possible borehole sites and
a number of possible reservoir sites are to be investigated.
The surface area for a reservoir of the capacity quoted is
1Km x 900 m x 1m depth; a number of smaller reservoirs
would seem more practical.

The Frimley pump volumes need to be established as the
effect on Deepcut and Brookwood may be significant.

Based on observation over the years, my personal view is
that Frimley has not provided sufficient water to maintain
levels in Deepcut and Brookwood in the past and
supplementary supply is required. The feasibility of increased
pumping or reservoir construction or both will evolve from the
study recommendations.

Stable water levels benefit the canal infrastructure,
navigation, ecology and angling, so it has benefits for
everyone and is a key requirement for the canal.

Abstraction Licence
The BCA have negotiated an increase in pumping volumes
for the existing pump systems, enabling all year pumping.
The final water study report will provide a factual assessment
of the volumes required and enable the BCA / County
Council to apply for an increase in licence volumes. The
E.A. have provided the Canal Authority with information on
potential water sources for evaluation.

Towpath Improvements
The canal towpath work has received its share of adverse
press in the Woking, but Sustrans, Surrey County Council,
Woking Borough Council and the Canal Authority in
partnership, proposed towpath improvements from Lock 15
to the River Wey.

A chip and tar surface is now proposed, whereas initially at
the consultation presentation it was proposed as Tarmac.

A Planning Application, based on change of construction
was required by Woking B.C. Preliminary works clearing
undergrowth, also included the felling of three mature oaks
due to safety risks identified by tree surveys. Public reaction
to undergrowth removal and the Planning Application was
unprecedented. Allegations of widening the towpath, cycle
racetracks and demonstrations were the norm, all reported
by the local press.

Your committee considers that sections of towpath are in
need of an upgrade, but we did not agree with all of the
proposals and criticised as appropriate. It is unfortunate that
the proposed surface will require specialist equipment to
construct and effectively removes towpath surfacing works
from the volunteer and Ranger skills.

The Planning Application was granted, subject to conditions,
and contract work has commenced; at the time of writing the
final surface has not been constructed.

Conservation Management Plan
The second draft of the Basingstoke Canal Conservation
Plan (CMP) has been circulated for comment. John Eaton
of Liverpool University, a recognised expert on Inland Water-
way ecology, has been commissioned to draft the final plan.

Natural England have been granted increased powers in
respect of SSSIs, and have the responsibility to improve the
ecology of degraded SSSIs, such as the canal.

The Society has prepared a response to the CMP seeking
a status quo on navigation and an upward review of boat
numbers as recovery of the SSSI occurs; we seek parity
with the Welsh section of the Montgomery Canal.

Dredging of the channel and post-dredging use need to
consider the linear nature of the canal and navigation
requirements.

Off-line reserves are proposed and we support this concept
if included in the plan. Tree shading is a contentious subject,
but the glade principal used for achieving open shade-free
sections of the canal is acceptable. We do not support
felling which would remove existing screening from urban
developments.

Water analysis and improvements in water quality that may
result, are welcome.

We have submitted a written response to the CMP, which
will be considered at a meeting attended by John Eaton.

Continued on page 4
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Chairman's report continued from page 3

“Perseverance”
Perseverance was donated to the Ellesmere Port Museum
in 1993; our expectations at that time were that full resto-
ration into steam would be carried out by the Museum.
Some restoration work was completed but work on the
boiler was not authorised. A grant from PRISM for this work
would have been possible but was not applied for. Outside
storage has not preserved the components such as crane
and boiler very well.

I attended a recent seminar at Ellesmere Port, entitled “Old
Boats New Life”, where a score system ranked boats in
order of restoration and display. Perseverance scored 30
but is not included in the full restoration category.

Concerns that Perseverance will become a static, not a
working exhibit are emerging. A hole cut into the hull for walk
round viewing is not what we agreed when donating the
dredger to the Museum. Investigations into the viability of full
restoration into steam and potential for post restoration
exhibitions are intended.

Any comment and information from dredger crew members
would be welcome as my learning curve is rather steep at
present.

Annual General Meeting
The Canal Society's Annual General Meeting was again
held at the Fleet Football Club, but the attendance this year
was disappointingly low. Perhaps it was the later date
chosen or maybe the good weather was a counter-attraction,
but those didn't come missed a very upbeat presentation
from Ian Brown which included a declaration that he would
resign if the Conservation Management Plan failed to reflect
his belief that the canal was cut for boats.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
After apologies for absence had been heard and the minutes
of the previous AGM approved, the Treasurer presented the
accounts for 2007 (a summary of these is on page 10).

Grahan Hornsey reported that the Society was in its best
ever financial position, thanks to the legacy from Alan Flight
that now totalled £157,000, and record profits from the Boat
Company.

Annual income from interest now amounted to about £10,000.
The gain on sale of fixed asset was raised from the sale of
the small trip boat Dragonfly which was no longer profitable
to operate.

Expenditure included spending the grant received from the
HSBC for environmental improvements in Brookwood. Spend

on advertising was down because the previous year's had
been inflated by the cost of the 40th Anniversary booklet and
a display at the Milestones Museum.

The Fixed Assets included the new work boat. Other boats
were not included as these had already been written off.

The accounts were accepted unanimously and Hilton & Co
were re-appointed as auditors.

The Secretary announced that all twelve seats on the Board
had been filled this year. The following were appointed as
Directors:
Peter Redway, Philip Riley, Verna Smith, Graham Hornsey,
Roger Cansdale, Kathryn Dodington, Dieter Jebens, Gareth
Jones, Paul Roper, John Ross, Jonathan Wade, Peter
Wright.

There being no other business, the formal part of the AGM
was closed.

BOAT COMPANY REPORT
Peter Wright, Chairman of the Boat Company, reported that
the John Pinkerton had had a very good year with record
profits of over £26,000 despite ever the increasing costs of
licencing the boat, the crew and the bar

Woking Improvements
The canal through Woking gives an impression of a neglected
waterway; we have lobbied councillors and Joint
Management Committee members for support in achieving
improvements. No firm commitment has been given at this
stage, but we will continue to negotiate for improvements
similar to those tabled when County Hall was to be
constructed at Brewery Road.

The canal channel is overgrown and extensive clearing is
required, but this can only be carried out in autumn and
winter when vegetation is dormant.

In closing, recognition for the help and support I have
received during the year:-
The committee for work on consultation responses, planning
issues and many other subjects, the Canal Authority for
support and assistance, and my family for the time spent on
canal matters.

Peter Redway
June 2008

And, as ever, thanks to Peter for the immense amount of
work he personally has put into the canal in the last year.
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Boat Company profits

The winter had been a very busy time. In addition to the
usual maintenance, the MCA had required tests on the
bottom plates and another  stability test.  All had passed
without problems and then, courtesy of Network Rail, the
boat had been moved by road past the obstructed bridges
in Ash.

5 new captains had been licenced but the process was
becoming more and more complicated and expensive. The
Boat Company was joining the Passenger Boat Association
in the hope that they could exert some moderating influence
on the MCA.

ROBIN HIGGS AWARD
Although the Redway family had received this some years
ago, it had been decided that Kevin Redway should get the
award individually for his all-round support for the work
parties. He had been involved in collecting, welding and
painting the new work boat, dredging and fitting lock gates
with Belfast Girl which he partly owned, as well as work
down the Western End. Well done and thanks Kev.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
A summary of Peter Redway's report is on page 3. There
were a couple of comments from local councillors who had
been invited to the AGM.

Cllr Chris Pitt from Frimley Green complimented the Society
on the work it did on the canal. He had spoken to the
brigadier at Deepcut and pointed out that the offside bank

there was his responsibility. He had agreed and his trainee
troops might be volunteered to help.

Cllr Richard Appleton expressed concern about the new
Conservation Management Plan. Natural England did not
appear to be looking after the canal and, as a member of
Hart Council, he  was concerned that they would not
received the full recreational benefits from the money that
they were contributing to the canal budget. Peter commented
that Dr John Eaton was preparing the plan and was believed
to take a balanced view of the needs of recreation and
conservation.

WORK PARTY REPORT
This year has been a varied mixture of tasks, a considerable
number requiring the hire of the dredger Belfast Girl. We
have assisted the BCA with the replacement of upper lock
gates as Unity, the BCA dredger, was out of commission.

Lock Gates
We have assisted in the replacement of five sets of upper
gates this year, at Woodham, Brookwood and Deepcut.
Belfast Girl was working on the Thames; we collected the
craft on Friday, arrived at Lock 1 on Saturday, replaced
upper gates at two locks on Saturday and Sunday, returning
to the Thames on Sunday afternoon and evening. Joint
working parties with Rangers enabled both sets of gates to
be changed, with the final fitting being carried out during the
following week by he Rangers.

Later in the year upper gates at Lock 14 were replaced and
two sets at Deepcut.

Invasive Weed
Autumn through to Christmas was clearing invasive weed
from the canal from the River Wey to Woking. Hydrocotyle
grows at an alarming rate, quickly covering the surface of
the canal with dense growth. Using the grab for loading the
hopper and depositing the weed on the off bank above lock
1 to de-compose was a slow process, due to the quantity
of weed. Tree overgrowth was also removed as we worked
upstream.

Eight weekends after we started we were in Woking,
clearing as much weed as possible before the Illuminated
Boats event.
A satisfactory result to a laborious job was the illuminated
boats using the canal for the pre-Christmas festivities.

Western End
The canal west of the tunnel is to become a local nature
reserve and maintenance work on clearing the growth is now
on a rotational basis for coppice work. Newbury Working
Party carried out the first of the coppice work last January,
over a very wet weekend, and thanks Graham and his team
for their efforts.

AGM continued
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The “Last Five Miles” from the tunnel to Basingstoke is a
footpath link following the line of the canal as far as possible.
We have agreed to improve the permissive path linking the
public footpath network to the canal towpath where it
passes over the west portal of the tunnel.

Due to the clay and continued wet conditions on the site,
this work is scheduled for August. Fallen trees are a
continual occurrence, the most recent being cleared fom
the towpath last weekend.

Conservation
Working Parties concentrated on the Hermitage Flash
Project until March this year when spring growth dictated
the end of dredging operations until autumn. The dredgings
were unloaded from barges into the reed bed site at
Hermitage Bridge flash. Unloading is done by an excavator
which is loaded via ramps onto a barge fitted with a railway
sleeper deck and secured with chains. Loaded silt barges
are then moored alongside the excavator and the silt
transferred to the reed-bed site.

A section of canal approx 250 mtrs in length has been
dredged from Hermitage Bridge, towards St. Johns, and
work will continue in the autumn.

Work Boat and Tug
With dredging operations suspended for the summer, and
conditions improving for painting, we have concentrated on
refurbishment of our workboat. Welding work on the cabin
and internal bulkheads was followed with primer, undercoat
and gloss paint, and our second tug has also received
attention and is now a nice multi-colour.

Work Camp
Waterway Recovery Group will be holding a summer camp
on the Basingstoke from July 19th for two weeks; originally
this was to help construct our third back pump system, but
will now assist the reconstruction of Lock 22.

Fund raising for the back pump project is dependant on the
Hydrology study, which will evaluate canal water supply
requirements for 365 days-a-year navigation. Grants are not
given to projects that have already started, so work cannot
begin at Brookwood until fund raising is completed.

In closing I wish to thank all members of our working parties
for the continued support throughout the year, in particular
the leaders who help with the organisation, visiting groups
from Waterway Recovery and Dig Deep for their continued
support and commitment to the Basingstoke, the Canal
Authority for their support with materials and programmes
and my family for their active support and tolerance of my
absences.

Peter Redway.
Work Party Co-ordinator

CANAL DIRECTOR'S REPORT
Ian Brown began with a "Huge thank-you" to the society.
Without the volunteers, he said the BCA would have
foundered in the last two years. The rangers were all getting
older, but new ones were being recruited. There had been
30 applicants for the Senior Ranger post and 80 for the
Ranger.

Funding
The Service Level Plans would show how the BCA would be
spending the Local Authorities' money, but they must face
up to the responsibility of owning a canal. The SLAs should
be in place for 2009/10, giving a 3 year roll-on contractual
agreement; more like 20 years would be needed with the
County Councils. It was good to report that Surrey Heath
and Runnymede were taking note of Hart's good example of
full funding this year.

Potential Trust Status
A trust could only happen when the canal had more financial
stability and continuing support from Local Authorities
would be vital. Ownership would remain with the Counties,
not least for insurance reasons. The canal would need to be
brought into a state of good repair before any hand-over
could take place.

Asset Management Plan
A Full Condition Survey was in progress using software
developed in-house by Andy Foster to log the results. The
first priority was embankments with associated culverts.
There had been one bank breach last year caused by a
culvert and 3 more had been narrowly averted this year.

Risk Management
The canal was recognised as one of the highest corporate
risks for both County Councils and major capital investment
was required to redress its deteriorating condition - estimated
as about £1million for Hampshire and 2.5 million in Surrey.
New strategies were being adopted, such as the revised
Emergency Response Plan, improved emergency equipment
and associated staff training.

Current Structure Status
Both the rail and road bridges in Ash would be open again
for navigation by the first week in July. Deepcut flight and the
cutting would be made safe for use this autumn and 4 sets
of lock gates would be fitted this year, probably on the
Deepcut flight. All the lock foot bridges would be resurfaced
this year. Ian would be talking to the Garrison Commander
at Deepcut about possible Army help, but there were health
and safety issues and what was needed was help with major
works rather than, say, litter picking.

Ian asked for suggestions for work needed on the canal; it
might be possible to apply for funding for specific projects.

AGM continued
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Ian's message to all users of the canal was that it was his
firm belief that it was cut for boats and all new action plans
would reflect this. If the Conservation Management Plan
failed to do this he would resign. His view was shared by
many councillors including David Munro who currently was
Chairman of the Joint Management Comittee. Ian believed
that Natural England was listening and had changed their
strategy considerably. The CMP was being drafted by Dr
John Eaton, who had worked on the Montgomery and
similar canals.

The aim was to have the whole canal open for a full boating
season next year. Full support would be given to festivals,
rallies and related events, and to the Canal Society and
Boat/Canoe Clubs.

The BCA's boat licencing system was being revised to
include 1 day licences. As the condition of the canal
improved, the BCA's aim would be to make navigation
practices less restrictive and bring them into line with other
waterways in the near furure.

Canal Visitor Centre
Improved facilities at the Canal Centre would include a
slipway for trail boats, as well as measures to improve
income generation.

Ian's final word was that the Basingstoke Canal was a major
public on-the-door-step amenity for all to use and a crucial
water management structure.

He then took questions:

Q. The work done by the Work Party in Woking before
Christmas had really been appreciated, but what plans were
there for further improvements? There had been comments
recently in the local press about litter on the towpath and
one wondered what the Duke of Kent had thought of the
canal when he visited the Lightbox recently.
A. Hopefully the Service Level Agreement with Woking will
set out plans for the future. The ideal would be to have a
water fronted development at Brewery Road such as a
mooring basin.

Q. What was going to be done about Deedman's Bridge?
A. Hope to replace it this winter with a Ranger bridge.

Q. Could the Society be brought into the discussion of
things, such as the footbridge in Woking, a bit earlier?
A. Will take this on board.

Q. When would the Deepcut flight re-open this autumn?
A. Not possible to say at the moment.

Q. Will the upper locks of the Deepcut flight be open when

the bridges re-open in July?
A. Hope to open the top 3 locks.

Q (Comment). The Rangers are much nicer for boaters to
work with now.
A. Performance related pay has been introduced!

Q. Could we ask for an assurance that the CMP will take
account of best practice from many other SSSIs and not
just the Montgomery Canal?
A. Yes it will do this.

Q. The problem for conservation was surely that they were
trying to preserve a condition of the canal that was a
transient state somewhere between a normal working
waterway and a completely derelict one. Is this feasible?
A. One of the problems is that there is no real baseline data
to indicate what the target is for the SSSI.

Q. Would removal of the sunken boat above Lock 15 be a
suitable job to ask the Army to do?
A. Good idea.

Q. Is Sustrans the actual contractor for the towpath work in
Woking?
A. No, Earthbound is. The towpath would not become an
urban cycleway.

Q. Who will pay for maintenance of the towpath if this cannot
be done by Rangers or volunteers?
A. The cost will be built into the Service Level Agreements.
This should not be difficult.

Winding up the meeting, Vice-Chairman Philip Riley
complemented Ian on a very upbeat and inspiring
presentation. He felt that the Society was enjoying its best
ever relationship with the BCA. There were regular meetings
with Ian, so if anyone wanted anything raised with him, they
should contact one of the Committee members.

The venue for next year's AGM will probably move back
towards the eastern end of the canal. This year's attendance
was disappointing and the Committee is keen to see this
trend reversed and is looking for ideas to attract more
members to the next meeting. The AGM is really the only
opportunity for the Committee to get direct feedback from
the membership so we need members there!

If you were one of the people who did not come this year,
please tell us what would persuade you to come next year.
Was the later date wrong? Is the day/time inconvenient?
Should we have a speaker, say from another canal?

Any suggestions to Gareth Jones, our new Secretary.

AGM continued
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Work Party and
Tony Harrison, (IWA Hon. Consultant) has completed a
study on the Basingstoke Canal Water requirements. Tony
has identified a range of water supply options for achieving
365 day-a-year navigation of the canal. The options identified
include increased pumping and additional supplies; these
need to be discussed with the BCA and Environment
Agency to identify a sustainable water supply for the canal.

Working parties have diversified over the summer months
as a start on phase 3 water supply at Brookwood was
postponed until the water study report has been ratified.

Work on a number of projects has progressed.

WESTERN END
Fallen trees were blocking the towpath at the Western
Tunnel Portal and Eastrop Bridge, and these were removed
in June. A survey of the permissive footpath over the Tunnel
was also carried out and initial requirements submitted to
the BCA. A site meeting with Lord Malmsbury, Natural
England, BCA and Society has agreed the method and type
of material acceptable, and a start in September is
anticipated. The work is weather dependant and we hope for
an Indian summer.

WORK BOAT AND TUG
Renovation work has continued and internal modifications
for storage and engine installation have been carried out,
followed by painting completed sections. Fitting out the
accommodation is planned, and some work has been
commenced. Our second Tug has also received attention,
with paint work looking smarter.

WORK CAMP
Waterway Recovery Group agreed to work on repairs at
Lock 22 as the Brookwood Pumping project was not ready
to go at the time.

The camp was scheduled from 19th July to 2nd August.
Woking Borough Council agreed that the pavilion at
Brookwood Country Park could be used for the camp
accommodation, so a big thank you to Geoff Ward and
Woking B.C.

The site was set up prior to the camp by Society working
parties, and improvements to the towpath for plant and
materials deliveries were also identified and completed. The
canal below lock 22 was drained and a fish rescue initiated,
which occupied three days in total; I did not expect fish in
the quantities that were rescued to be present in pools
below the lock.

The first week of the camp was frustrating, and, for a canal
perceived as being short of water in the summer, water
continued to be a problem throughout the two weeks work.

Above: Surveying the wing walls and doing a bit of fishing.

The experience, first hand, of the condition of the locks at
Deepcut, confirms the deterioration which has occurred
over the eighteen years since re-opening. Water runs into
the lock through the chamber walls, through paddle culverts,
and round the lock structure into the canal below.

Reducing water levels above the lock worked until it rained
and levels increased, so pumping was continuous and
ground conditions little better than slurry. The off-side lower
wing wall foundations were eventually excavated and a
blinding layer of concrete provided. In all we had four pumps
running all day to reduce water below the lock and possibly
under the lock structure.

Below: Excavating the offside wing wall.

The first week achieved access into the canal bed, off side
lower wing wall foundation excavation and shuttering, rein-
forcement fabrication and a concrete blinding layer for the
foundations. The need for continual pumping increased
ineffective time considerably and Ed Walker and his team
must have been glad when changeover day arrived.

Waterway Recovery Group BITM had agreed to run the



Page 9Basingstoke Canal News Autumn 2008

WRG Work Camp
second week of the camp. A decision to hand-mix the
concrete for the foundation of the off side lower wing wall on
Sunday, coincided with high temperatures. A Stirling effort
by all of the team.

Above: Pouring concrete for the offside wall foundations.
Below:  Pouring concrete for  the bed of the canal.

Preparation for volume concrete below the lock followed.
Thursday was selected as the day and 30 cubic meters of
pre-mix concrete ordered, but the first delivery was later
than quoted. A shuttle service of five dumpers transported
the concrete from Curzon Bridge to lock 22, two trips each
for a load. Temporary chutes had been installed on the
towpath side to transfer the concrete into the canal bed; an
excavator placed the concrete between the lower wing
walls.

Reinforcement mesh and final concrete followed, providing
150mm concrete as an anti-scour measure below the lock
extending to the end of the wing walls. The final delivery of
concrete arrived at 16.20, so by the time we finished and
cleaned the equipment, it was 20.00 before returning to the
accommodation - a long hard day.

Friday, the final day of the camp, was clearing the temporary

chutes and a start on the block work for the off side lower
wing wall. Other members of the team were checking and
cleaning tools prior to departure on the Saturday morning.

Above: Concreted bed of the canal below the lock.

The camp achieved a great deal, but adverse conditions
were the unforeseen element and considerable work remains
to complete the project, so Society volunteers and visiting
groups will continue working at weekends.

My thanks to the camp leaders, Ed Walker, Nigel Lee,
Graham Hotham and Dave Wedd, also my thanks to every
volunteer working on the project.

Special thanks are also due to society volunteers, Pablo,
Skip, Chris, Ian, Duncan, John and Brian for their assistance
in setting up the site and general support.

Peter Redway

WORKING PARTY DATES

DATE LEADER LOCATION
13-14 Sept DL DL PR KR Western End footpath
27-28 Sept DJ DL PR KR Western End footpath
  4 - 5 Oct KESCRG Lock 22
11- 12 Oct DJ DL KR Western End footpath
27 -28 Oct DJ DL KR Western End footpath
  8 – 9 Nov NWPG Lock 22

DJ DL KR Bridge fabrication
22 -23 Nov LWRG Lock 22

DJ DL KR Bridge fabrication
13 -14 Dec DJ DL KR PR Lock 22

Leaders: DJ – Dave Junkison 02089 410685
DL  - Dave Lunn 01483 771294
KR – Kevin Redway 07793 088417

      or 01483 766602
PR - Peter Redway 01483 721710
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Canal Society Annual Accounts for 2007

The Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society Limited

Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2007
    2007   2006
      £     £

Income
Subscriptions   10,331 10,154
Donations – general 144,231   3,891
Profit of Boat Company   26,921 24,441
200 Club profit       185      716
Brookwood Rally/Bridge Barn profit    1,508   1,828
Other fundraising income       408       45
Grants received           - 20,500
Interest received    5,279   2,686
Gain on sale of fixed asset       575          -

Total income 189,438 64,261

Expenditure
Backpumping project -                           (30,174)
Projects and working parties  (20,535)  (7,355)
Newsletter production and postage    (3,653)  (4,156)
Stationery and office costs    (1,894)  (2,465)
Advertising and PR       (184)  (2,797)
Insurance    (3,686)  (5,475)
Depreciation    (1,485)     (895)
Equipment maintenance    (3,131)  (1,552)
Bank charges            -      (58)
Subscriptions       (439)    (495)
Accountant’s charges    (1,351)  (1,685)
Sundry       (542)     (855)

Total expenditure   (36,900)               (57,962)
Net Income  152,538    6,299

Fixed assets
Investment in subsidiary company        100      100
Fixed assets     4,454   3,580

Amounts due from subsidiary company
Loan     8,152   8,152
Profit for year   26,321 24,441

Cash at bank and in hand 195,678 45,776

Accrued expenses   (1,234) (1,116)
           .          .

Net assets 233,471 80,933

General fund 218,381 58,293
Restricted fund (Money received for a specific purpose)   11,550 21,500
Designated fund (Money set aside for a specific purpose)     3,540   2,140
Total funds 233,471 80,933
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Out and about

The mighty  Avro Vulcan appeared again in the Farnborough skies during the recent air show and proved a star attraction
for the passengers that the John Pinkerton delivered to the show.

Woking Town Uncovered

Thursday 17th July saw Jill Haworth and myself manning a stall at the annual “Woking Town Uncovered” event which was
organised by Woking Town Centre Management staff. In total there were just over 50 individual stands staffed by
representatives from local organisations and businesses from Woking. Our exhibit featured interesting photographs of the
Woking stretch of the Canal, many in pairs showing views taken up to 100 years ago with the identical view taken
recently. Leaflets about the Canal were popular “take-aways” as were old copies of our Basingstoke Canal News
magazines. We had numerous discussions with interested visitors to the show, a number of whom commented that
Woking was lucky to have a lovely waterway passing through the Town. Jill did all of the presentation work and added to
the theme by wearing her Victorian canal bonnet and dress.  All in all, a good day. 

Peter Coxhead

Deer drowned in lock

Sad to report that an early morning walker found a deer in Lock 15.  Firemen from Walton were called to the scene with
a boat together with Painshill Animal Rescue but they failed to resuscitate the animal.
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Canal news

Good news! The railway and road bridges in Ash did indeed
open at the beginning of July. However, although the box
culvert that takes the canal under the railway is finished
(above), the actual railway bridge has yet to be replaced.
According to an article in Modern Railways, Network Rail's
faith in the contractor's ability to complete on time was such
that they have delayed this until possibly Christmas.
However, Nutalls have done a very nice job and the new
emergency stop gates for the canal will probably outlast any
other structure on the canal.

This has been a fine summer for plant growth , not least
along the banks of the Basingstoke. In places this is getting
really out of hand. Above, the John Pinkerton squeezes
between alder trees growing either side of the approach to
King John's castle.

We really should not be allowing trees to grow between the
towpath and the canal, but it is being allowed to happen in
many places. For example, there is a fine row of 8ft high ash
sapplings near Malthouse Bridge that will be a major
problem to remove in a few years time if they are allowed to
continue to grow.

The Ash Road Bridge also looks much nicer, now complete
with a separate foot bridge (above). The props under the
bridge along the towpath have gone and it no longer looks
as if it might collapse on a passing boat.

The only snag now at Ash Wharf is the unsightly bank
behind the shops which is becoming a real eyesore (below).
It is understood that the problems may be caused by
collapsed drains, but the responsibility for these seems to
be in dispute. It needs sorting out before the whole lot ends
up in the canal.

Just for once I find myself in agreement with Natural
England, who want to see trees thinned out along the canal.
It would be a huge job, but I really think that trees need to
be cleared back at least 5m from the banks, apart, perhaps,
for a relatively few specimen trees.

Apart from anything else, this would allow emergent plant
species to grow better on the offside bank, reducing the
need that is apparently seen to encourage them along the
towpath side to the inconvenience of walkers, cyclists and
boat mooring.
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Perseverance

I notice that the subject of Perseverance’s plight at the
Ellesmere Port museum is once again exercising some
SHCS minds. A letter on this topic appeared in the Autumn
2005 edition of BC News, proposing an expedition to the
dredger to carry out some protective works to prevent further
deterioration. No doubt the writer was hoping someone
would invite him to put his muscle where his mouth was but
I do not recall any response from the membership.

The current edition of BC News (Summer 2008) reports. with
implied horror, remarks overheard at Ellesmere Port to the
effect that a previous museum member was misguided
enough to accept Perseverance as an exhibit and that
restoration to working order is not feasible. It occurs to me
that these remarks may not be as wide of the mark as one
might think. Within the Society we regard Perseverance
with a degree of affection, because a number of us came to
know her reasonably well, and in writing this I acknowledge
that there were a lot of people much more involved with her
than I was. We got muddy in her company, we burnt
ourselves on the hot bits, warmed our lunches on the warm
bits, and did our best to avoid falling down the oily ladder.
We also looked after her because she had a job to do, and
in return she enabled us to dredge the canal. Her current
guardians at Ellesmere Port do not, and indeed cannot,
have the same affection.

Misguided member? The unfortunate state of many of
Ellesmere Port’s exhibits has been well documented and
judging by the fact that most museums dealing with
machinery or transport also have many unrestored items
laying about, it would seem that one of the easiest things
for a museum to do is to acquire objects which are in need
of attention. Maybe curators do not like to disappoint
potential donors by declining to accept things. We could
call it curatorial kindness, and it would seem that the
Ellesmere Port museum may in the past have suffered from
this more than most. Restoration to working order? This is
invariably time consuming, labour intensive and expensive,
and particularly so in the case of steam machinery.

A more welcoming location closer to home? How about
bringing Perseverance back to Hampshire, to be the
centrepiece in a new exhibit at the Milestones museum in
Basingstoke? It has been noted before that Milestones has
no permanent exhibits relating to the Basingstoke Canal,
but with the dredger restored to steam we could create one
for them. There’s a nice green field next to the museum, and
it just needs a hole big enough to sit Perseverance in, with
enough water to float it. Our dredger would then be a working
exhibit, at first illustrating a particular stage in the canal’s
history, ie the restoration period. As the newly-excavated
canal grows longer, other exhibits could be introduced
taking museum visitors further back in time. Can I smell

steam and the gently-heating lunch, or is it all just a dream?

Yours sincerely

Colin Ward

Surrey History Centre

Dear Ms Smith.

BASINGSTOKE. CANAL MAPS (REF: 7661/Map 8/1-33)

Further to my letter of 10th June, I am delighted to tell you
that the New Basingstoke Canal Company maps, the
conservation of which the Society so generously donated
to, have now been cleaned, flattened and repaired. They are
available for research in our public search room under ref:
7661/Map 8/1-33.

Should any of your members, or anyone else, wish to
consult the maps, our opening hours and a location map are
available on our web-site: http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/
surreyhistorycentre. Please note that visitors who do not
possess Surrey Library Card or County Archive Research
Network (CARN) ticket will need to bring some means of
identification that shows their name and address (driving
licence, utilities bill. etc) so that we may issue a reader’s
ticket.

I should like to take this opportunity to thank the Surrey &
Hampshire Canal Society very much once again for their
kind funding of this project. Please would you also pass on
our thanks to Mr Coxhead who came to assess the maps
on behalf of the Society in January.

Yours sincerely

Margaret
 Griffiths

Note: The Surrey History Centre is at
130 Goldsworth Road, Woking, Surrey GU21 6ND
Tel: 01483 518737

The normal opening hours are:
Monday – closed, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday - 9.30 -
5.00, Thursday - 9.30 - 7.30, Saturday - 9.30 - 4.00

The Society intends eventually to send all its archives to the
Surrey History Centre. They already have Mrs Marshall's
records of the New Basingstoke Canal Company. Jill
Haworth would like help to get our archives in shape ready
for the transfer (see page 20).

Letters
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Events

Last season’s series of talks had some record attendances
to the varied selection of subjects which were mostly
waterways based and the new season of autumn and winter
social meetings will commence again in October. The
venue will be the same at the Parish Pavilion,Recreation
Ground, Station Road, Chobham. The meetings will start at
8pm on the third Wednesday of the month.

See map above for their exact location. Coffee/tea and
biscuits will be available during the interval. Non members
and friends are very welcome.
 
Wednesday 15th October 2008
Dr. Roger Squires - ‘The Panama Canal’
 
Roger Squires, the Deputy Chairman of the Inland Water-
ways Association and Chairman of the London Branch, will
be returning to talk about the history, construction and the
latest development plans, as well as a journey through the
canal. Roger went through the canal on a cruise liner so has
first hand experience and knowledge of the famous water-
way.
 
Wednesday  19th November 2008
Graham Mackenzie - ‘The Steamship Shieldhall’
 
Graham Mackenzie is the Managing Director of Solent
Steam Packet (Services) Limited, the trading company that
operates the Shieldhall, the UK’s largest operational pre-
served passenger/cargo heritage steamship which is based
at the Eastern Docks in Southampton. He will talk on the
history, preservation and operation of the ship which is used
for public cruises in the Solent and beyond during the
summer.

 
Wednesday 17th December 2008
George Fleming - ‘The Royal Military Canal - Folly or
Fieldcraft’
 
George Fleming makes a welcome return visit to talk about
the Royal Military Canal in Romney Marsh in Kent. Since it
was constructed it has had a bad press and has been
described variously as a failure or a white elephant. George
Fleming disagrees strongly.........
 
Wednesday 21st January 2009
Runnalls Davis - ‘The River Severn from Stourport to the
Sea’
 
One of our popular speakers, Runnalls Davis will be returning
to talk about a journey along the River Severn which, from
its upper limit of navigation at Stourport. flows gently
(usually) for seventy miles through wooded valleys, passing
the historic cities and towns of Worcester, Tewkesbury and
Gloucester, to the port of Sharpness. His presentation will
include the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal.
 
Wednesday 18th February 2009
Colin Ward - ‘Lots to do at the Soo’
 
Colin Ward, a Society member who helped with the dredging
of the canal and is the ex-editor of ‘Cargoes’ the local IWA
branch magazine, will be taking a look at some of the North
American Waterways, a part of the world that has not
featured previously in our talks programme.
 
Wednesday 18th March 2009
Richard Thomas - ‘The Highland Canals’
 
Another of our popular speakers,
Richard Thomas will be returning to talk about the Highland
Canals. The presentation comprises a passage along the
Crinan and Caledonian Canals in Scotland. The Crinan is
the 9 mile short-cut across Argyll and the Caledonian is the
60 mile journey through the Great Glen linking the North Sea
with the Atlantic and including Loch Ness.Both canals are
surrounded by stunning scenery.
 
For further information on this talks programme please
contact David Millett on 01252 617364 or
email:d.millett7@ntlworld.com

CHOBHAM SOCIAL MEETINGS
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Events
Fox & Hounds Rally

Good to report that the revived Basingstoke Canal Boat Club
is planning to hold this annual event in Fleet over the
weekend of the 13th and 14th September.

Well done Jan and the rest of the new BCBC committee!

Illuminated Boats in Woking

The pre-Christmas parade of illuminated boats courtesy of
the Byfleet Boat Club will be setting off from from their
assembly point at Chobham Road Bridge at about 5.15pm
on Saturday, 29th November.

This has become an established attraction of Woking's run-
up to Christmas, with stalls and, last year, a band performing
at the adjacent Lightbox. Go along and give the boaters a

On Sunday 1st June the regular working party were working
clearing a fallen mature oak tree across the horse path just
above the western portal of the Greywell Tunnel. Normally
this is one of the remotest parts of the canal and you can
work for hours without seeing a soul. However during the
morning a large orienteering event was being held on the
nearby country estate and there was a constant stream of
runners approaching us in all directions.

As the tree was cut into pieces the logs were stacked inside
the dumper truck and just before lunch Kevin Redway
decided to take the dumper back to the garage at Slade’s
Bridge. The working party stopped for lunch at 1.00pm and
I starting eating my first sandwich. I could hear the dumper
returning back along the canal and then concluded from the
engine noise that the dumper had stopped. A minute or so
later Peter Redway’s mobile rang and I could hear Peter
exclaiming “Stuck!” After a few seconds Peter explained
that a runner had become seriously trapped in the mud
whilst crossing the canal and could we urgently bring a rope
down to rescue the runner.

Immediately Dave Lunn, Brian Smith and I went down the
slope to the towpath. By the time we reached the particular
point resourceful Kevin had managed by precariously crawl-
ing along an adjacent fallen tree to retrieve and free the
runner. However, before we could say “Jack Robinson”
another runner approached and observing the disturbance

cheer - they really deserve it for the amount of effort that they
put into it.

2009 events

At the time of producing this newsletter, an air of uncertainty
hangs over next year's events.

It had been planned to hold a spring rally at Brookwood
followed the next weekend by a gathering at Odiham for
those visiting boats that wanted to do the whole canal,
together with trail boats.

However, it is still not certain that the contract to repair Lock
15 will be placed in time to get the Deepcut flight open next
spring and the deadline for a go/no go decision is approaching
fast. It really is all down to Surrey County Council.

in the mud erroneously assumed that this was a safe
crossing point. He too became very quickly immersed up to
his waist in the deep clay and mud. Someone threw the rope
out to the trapped Orienteer and whilst he held onto his end
Kevin and David pulled very hard and eventually releasing
the traumatized man from the suction of the mud.

It may be worth asking the question what could have
happened to either Orienteer had the SHCS not been
working in the vicinity?

Orienteers navigate from point-to-point using a specially
prepared map – the canal was apparently poorly marked –
one competitor told me he thought it was a pond!

Apparently these events are held regularly throughout the
year and my recommendation to the organisers, Basingstoke
Andover and District Orienteers, should be for this section
of the canal to be clearly shown on the map and ideally
marked “out-of-bounds” because of the danger caused by
the deep mud. Secondly both sides of the canal should be
cordoned with that red and white warning tape. Kevin most
conscientiously put some up in the vicinity of the incident
but this really needs to be undertaken for about 500 metres
on both sides from the tunnel portal.

Mark Coxhead

WORKING PARTY VOLUNTEERS RESCUE TRAPPED ORIENTEERS
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Caravan de Loire
Enthusiasm for taking a fleet of English boats over to France
for the Caravane de Loire, that was advertised in the winter
issue of the newsletter, dwindled somewhat when it became
apparent that not much of the Canal d'Orléans would be
open and that trail boats would have to be craned in and out
rather than using a slipway.

Nevertheless, Tony and Doreen Davis already had their
narrow boat over in France and three members of the
Winderness Boat Club decided to take their boats over.

The event began at Montargis on the Canal de Briare, just
south of the junction with the Canal d'Orléans. Two fleets
were to leave there, one to go down the Briare to join the
River Loire and then up the river to Orléans and the other to
go up the Canal d'Orléans as best they could. The two
fleets, or what remained, were intended to end up at
Beaugency for a final celebration. The whole event event
was to last 11 days with a series of festivities at each
overnight stop. Their budget was reputed to exceed I million
Euros!

Tony and Doreen had kindly invited my wife Maggie and me
to stay on their boat for a couple of nights at Montargis, so
we sat on the bank and watched a succession of traditional
Loire boats arriving. It has to be said that these are fairly
primitive, reflection the poor navigational qualities of the
River Loire, but their crews were clearly enthusiasts, many
decked out in traditional hats.

Tony's Jeramus Piscator (above) was a distinct contrast
and caused a lot of interest with the usual comment "Quel
joli bateau!" There were several other English owned boats
there of the Dutch barge variety, who seemed to have arrived
at the event by accident.

The event attracted a very large crowd who enjoyed boatmen
singing traditional shanties (at least I assume that's what
they were doing), a series of theatrical productions, food
and drink stalls (this was France) and some fairly bizarre
forms of street theatre.

Above: Owl and Pussycat, usually to be seen near the Fox
& Hounds in Fleet, at Montargis on the Canal de Briare with
traditional futreaux.
Below: Some of the fleet assembled at Montargis

Below: And you thought Morris dancers were weird!

In 2010, it is hoped to have half the Canal d'Orléans open
and an official twinning with the Basingstoke, so that should
to a good excuse for a friendly English invasion fleet. I'm
sure we would get a warm welcome from our friends in the
Loiret.

Roger Cansdale
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David Cooper
David Cooper, who died on 28 June, was a longstanding supporter of the Basingstoke Canal.  A pioneering cruise to Woking
in 1955 with the Wey Cruising Club, on board Roy Mack’s narrowboat ‘Hawke’, was one of his first, if not actually the first
of his experiences of canal cruising, which were to result in his enthusiasm for inland waterways for the rest of his life.  In
1956 he took part in another cruise with Captain Lionel Munk, the then Chairman of the Inland Waterways Association,
which reached the bottom of the Deepcut Flight.

Left: Hawke in 1955. Above: Wiven & Maid Marcia in 1956

I first came into contact with David when preparations began
for the IWA London & Home Counties Branch Rally of Boats
at Woking in 1961, for which he was harbour master.  He was
a member of the Branch Committee and later of the IWA
National Council, and was one of three people, with Lionel
Munk and myself, responsible for compiling a confidential
report to Surrey County Council on the potential future of the
canal.  We like to think that this paved the way for the Canal
Society’s ultimately successful campaign for the acquisi-
tion and restoration of the canal by Surrey and Hampshire
County Councils.

David and his wife later went on to cruise the canals widely in their own converted narrowboat ‘Raven’, which they kept
in Aylesbury Basin, and David was a prominent member of the Aylesbury Boat Club, which effectively kept the Aylesbury
Arm of the Grand Union open.  However it was in his smaller
trailable cruiser ‘Pickwick’, which had been laid up for many
years, that he attended the grand re-opening of the
Basingstoke Canal in 1991.  He was also present as an
honoured guest at the Canal Society’s 40th birthday at the
Brookwood Rally in 2006. (Right: Talking to Phil Riley)

David was always a friendly and approachable person, and
in his professional life worked at the National Hydrological
Establishment at Bulls Bridge.

Tim Dodwell

It was very nice that David was able to meet some of his old
friends again before he died, when he came to Tim's talk at
Chobham in February.
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Lookback
From Society Newsletter No.81 September 1978

• With over 6 miles of the Hampshire section of the canal
having now been dredged, fishing is becoming increas-
ingly popular along this length. The Hampshire
Basingstoke Canal Angling Association was inaugu-
rated in 1974 and brings together 24 local angling clubs
and is responsible for the operation, stocking and
control of the fishery. The existing stock of carp and
tench has been augmented by up to 250,000 fish
comprising more carp, plus roach, rudd, perch and
bream. These have been rescued by the Thames Water
Authority from waters put at risk by the exceptional
drought of 1976.

• The Society steam dredger Perseverance has now
reached about 150 yards east of Sprats Hatch,
Winchfield, one of the most rural and attractive parts of
the canal. A new silt dumping site has been established
at Lousy Moor, west of Sandy Hill Bridge, which should
speed up the dredging operation by our volunteers.
Moving the dragline used for emptying the mud barges
from the Broad Oak dump site proved a difficult opera-
tion as the only way of retreat
was across the silt - which
proved to be less firm than it
looked.

• The commissioning of our
second tug Pledge joining
Sparkle bought with a £1000
donation from Johnson Wax at
Frimley will also help to
accelerate the dredging
operation. Thanks are due to
Brian Bane and Nigel Durley
who put in many hours of work
to achieve this.

• Elsewhere on the Hampshire
section of the canal, Hamp-
shire County Council has also
been dredging. A Hymac has
cleared some 800 yards be-
tween Barley Mow Bridge along
Alec Chorlton’s land to the Old
Thatch Cottage. And the Hamp-
shire wardens have greatly
improved pedestrian access along this section by
levelling and consolidating the towpath.

• The section of the canal east of Fleet, between the
Pondtail and Farnborough Road bridges has been
drained and a pair of Hymac excavators - yes - two -
have taken up residence. The Hymacs have started at
the Farnborough Road end and have already passed

Claycart Bridge. David Gerry, Hampshire’s Canal Man-
ager, expects dredging to reach Eelmoor Bridge by
September and, provided good weather and finances
hold out, it is hoped to reach Pondtail Bridge by the end
of November. The section is noted for some interesting
species of aquatic plants which have been moved by
members of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Natural-
ists Trust.

• On the Surrey section, with the shift in Government
policy to provide more training for unemployed young
people, the Society has successfully applied for a
£30,000 grant under the Project Based Work Experi-
ence Scheme. Ten 16-24 year olds will start training
work on the Deepcut flight of locks, alongside JCP
workers, with a further ten joining in October. The
scheme runs for an initial 17 weeks until the end of the
year, when the Society’s £130,000 Job Creation Pro-
gramme officially ends. It is hoped to get a further Work
Experience grant next year for a maximum of 50
unemployed young people.

Below: Youngsters taking delivery of bricks at Deepcut.

• The Job Creation team continue to make good progress
on the Deepcut flight of locks with Lock 24 completed
and the chambers of Locks 21-23 nearing completion.
The ground paddle culverts have been restored on
Locks 26-28 which now need only gates. The first set
is to be constructed in a specially erected workshop
adjacent to Lock 28. JCP workers have also been
restoring the derelict dry dock above Lock 28 which will
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David Millett, Vice-President

eventually be used for maintenance work on private and
trip boats including the John Pinkerton.

• While Surrey County Council continues to supply
building materials for the restoration of the Deepcut
locks, the Council is also maintaining its dredging
programme. The section between Brookwood and
Pirbright bridges has been completed and the Hymac
taken back to Mytchett Lake to continue dredging
westwards to Ash Wharf. Next year Hampshire and
Surrey County Councils are expected to start restoring
the breach in the Ash Embankment, which will enable
the 6-mile pound between Ash Lock and Lock 28 to be
re-opened.

• Volunteer working parties have also been busy. A party
under Peter Mayne has rebuilt Wilderness Weir near
Lock 28 and Society members are working on Lock
16.The Kent and East Sussex branch of the Inland
Waterways Association, alternating with the South-
ampton Canal Society, have adopted Lock 19 and the
London Branch of the IWA is installed at Lock 17 above
Cowshot Bridge.

• At the end of the August Bank Holiday, the John
Pinkerton had carried 6,612 passengers and completed
145 trips - just twelve weeks after the inaugural cruise.
It was appropriate - although a sheer coincidence - that
the 1000th passenger aboard the John Pinkerton was
one year old Mathew Harmsworth with his parents Mary
and Tony Harmsworth, great-grandson of Alec
Harmsworth who owned the Basingstoke Canal from
1923 until 1947 and navigated the last narrowboat past
Odiham 65 years ago. To mark the occasion, trip boat
manager Peter Fethney presented baby Matthew with
a children’s book about narrowboats.

• Surrey County Council have published its proposed
plan for the future of the 16-mile eastern section of the
canal. The attractively presented 67 page consultation
report, including maps, diagrams and illustrations,
covers recreation, landscaping, conservation and
management proposals. The background to the report
reveals that Surrey County Council paid £40,000 for its
section and that the current estimate for restoration is
£281,000 - a small price to pay for a unique 16-mile
recreational amenity covering a wide range of popular
activities.

• THE PROPRIETORS of the Navigation residing in or near
London are requested to meet Mr Stubbs on Thursday next,
the 7th instant, at One o’clock precisely, at the Crown and
Anchor Tavern in the Strand, on particular business.
-classified advertisement on the front page of The
Times, Monday April 4th, 1796.

200 Club Winners

February

Mr G Codling £78

Mr P Hattersley £38

Mr B Fox £19

Mrs J Williams £19

        £154
April

Mr J Riley £78

Mr B Holmes £38

Mr C Pye £19

Mr I Hawker £19

        £154
June

Mr J Crook £78

Mr D Gibson £38

Mr G Browne £19

Mr A Derbyshire £19

        £154

• On 1st September, Hampshire County Council started
issuing licences to boat owners wishing to use the
upper length of the Basingstoke Canal. Licences are
limited to 150 unpowered boats and 50 powered craft up
to 6hp and not exceeding 14ft in length. The annual cost
is £1 per boat - short term licences are not available.

• The fifth Society Canal Walk took place in June
between Brookwood and Chequers Bridge in Crookham
Village. The weather was excellent and over 180
walkers took part, many walkers being canal enthusi-
asts from outside the Society membership. Over £2,000
was raised and as this was part of a national effort, with
the IWA organising five other walks, the total national
amount promised is £31,269
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Anyone interested in joining the Society should contact the Membership Secretary, Mrs Doreen
Hornsey, whose contact details are listed below. The annual subscription is Adults £10, Junior £3,

OAP £5, Family £12, 2 OAP £7, and Group £15, payable on March 1st each year.

SHCS notes
General Canal Society contact number: 0796-4357442

Society's archives.
At the AGM in June, Jill Haworth appealed for volunteers to help catalogue the Society's archives at the Canal Centre. The
aim eventually is to pass them to the Surrey Local History Centre in Woking. If you fancy delving into the past and helping
to put our records into some sort of order, please give her a ring. Her phone number is 01932-342081.


