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It's been a strange year on the canal. On the one hand we

have had better sustained water levels than in any year

since it reopened, but on the other we have probably had

more stoppages. However, both of these facts have plus and

minus points.

The high water levels were largely due to the terrible summer

weather, though the absence of water abstraction at the

Greywell pumping station may have played a part, and the

stoppages were to rectify things that had gone wrong on the

canal. As a result we now have 5 new sets of lock gates

installed and the slip at Dogmersfield removed; it is to be

hoped that Surrey County Council will finally get moving

also to repair the bank so that the towpath can

be reopened. To remind them, it is now 15

months since the slip occurred!

*   *   *   *   *

Edmund Burke is supposed to have said "All that

is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good

men do nothing", although there seems to be

some doubt whether he actually did.

However, there is no doubt that if good men (and

women) do nothing to help run the societies to

which they belong, those societies will go down

the drain.

This doom seems to have been suffered by the

Basingstoke Canal Boating Club, which has

appealed to the Canal Society to take it under its

wing for the time being, while they decide its

ultimate fate. We have not decided exactly what

we are going to do about this, but we do want to

see the annual Fox & Hounds rally continue.

The same thing could easily happen to the Canal Society

itself if we don't get members coming forward to help run it.

I appealed for more people to come onto the Committee in

the last BCN, but we have had only one response. It will be

very nice to have Kathryn Dodington back on the Committee.

The Brookwood Residents Association asked her to represent

them on matters relating to the canal and we were very

happy to co-opt her. As a new boat owner, she can also

speak for them. She brings our numbers back up to nine,

which still leaves three vacancies.

We could really use some help with organising events, as

Verna Smith notes on page 10. We could also do with help

to organise a membership drive to try to reduce the average

age of our members!

*   *   *   *   *

Annual General Meeting
A note for your diaries:

The Society's AGM next year will take place on

Saturday 7th June and will again be at the Fleet

Football Club.

More details in the next issue.

We had a very enjoyable weekend in France as the guests

of the Canal d'Orléans, but what a strange contrast. We had

the physical restoration problems, but they have red tape to

contend with.

Their canal was opened over a century before the

Basingstoke to connect the Canal de Briare to the River

Loire. Because of lack of traffic, it was closed in 1954, with

an original intention of filling it in. The management of the

canal was dissolved in March 1978, but in July of that year

a Joint Management Committee was established. A year

later, a disaster was narrowly avoided when the neighbouring

River Huillard flooded and the Départment decided to spend

a significant amount of money on maintaining the canal.

Today it certainly looks in pretty good condition, apart from

the fact that most of the locks need new gates. Their

masonry walls, however, are in much better condition that

the Basingstoke's brick chambers were before restoration.

It all looks very doable, but French law does not permit

volunteers to do such work. Money therefore has to be

found, which in turn means getting agreement between all

the various local authorities that are involved. Some of them

are not very interested in the canal and there does not

appear to be the same general enthusiasm for messing

about on rivers and canals that the English have.

Nevertheless, there are enthusiasts who would dearly love

to see the Canal d'Orléans reopened, not least Nadine

Delamour, below, who was borne on a boat and has restored

one of the traditional boats that her parents crewed and lived

on. It would be lovely to see this beautiful waterway alive

again, so we do hope to get a good group of boats to go over

for the

Cavalcade de

Loire next year

(page 12) to

help raise the

profile of their

i n l a n d

waterways.
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The recent Joint Management Meeting for the Canal reported

the considerable progress in negotiating Service Level

Agreements with the Districts. Some districts favour

continuing with cash contributions, other Districts are

negotiating a “contribution in kind“ / cash contribution.

Negotiations continue in order to achieve a sustainable

canal revenue budget.

The canal Structures/Surveys working party has been

assisted by Graham Holland (BW Asset Manager). BW’s

checklists have been adopted and BCA survey data held on

spreadsheets can be incorporated into an Asset

Management data file.

An unprecedented number of lock gates have been replaced

during the summer. It has to be recognised that these

replacements have been re-active to failures and navigation

closures have been imposed during a summer when water

supplies would have allowed normal navigation. Such is

Murphy’s Law and the condition of the canal fabric.

An item in the Canal Director's report was a proposal for

improvements to the towpath from Pirbright Bridge (Lock

15) to the River Wey. The reaction of members at the

Chobham meeting when the JMC Agenda was announced

indicates that some of you hold very strong views on cycle

way designation. A Press Release issued by Sustrans this

week, indicates work could start in February, and

consultation meetings have been arranged in Woking on

November 27th  and 29th; details are reported in the Newsletter.

The Sustrans press release indicates a start at Kiln Bridge,

St Johns extending  to Chobham Road Woking. Comments

on the proposals from Pirbright to the River Wey are

requested however. The consultation process includes a

questionnaire on usage and choice of surface material. The

IWA Policy on multiple-use towpaths provides an excellent

checklist, and those of you who are also IWA members can

find this on page 25 of the current issue of Waterways.

I encourage members to respond to the consultation

opportunities offered by Sustrans and its partners, but

please let us on the Committee know your views so we can

negotiate more effectively when the chance occurs.

If you feel that an urban treatment is appropriate through the

centre of Woking and should include mooring facilities then

please respond accordingly. Our previous efforts with Surrey

HQ building  did not materialise and an opportunity to

improve facilities was lost.

The canal web site www.basingstokecanal.co.uk provides
full details including the questionnaire.

The proposed towpath upgrade will exaggerate the very poor

condition of the canal through Woking. Weed encroachment

and lack of facilities for short term boating access to the

town centre combine to detract from the canal potential and

usage. Proposals include some urban treatment for the

towpath, and if consultation responses support this proposal

then I consider the Woking section requires a full “facelift“

including mooring facilities for short term boating use. An

alternative to the neglected condition of the canal is long

overdue, and any allocation of priorities and resources

should also concentrate on the channel rather than just the

towpath, if resources are available do the “proper job”.

Our consultation feedback relies on your views, please give

us the information so that we can ensure the consensus

feedback is fully documented and accepted by the project

team.

Committee contacts are provided on the back page,

alternatively e-mail your comments.

The current issue of the newsletter is the last before

Christmas, and another year approaches. Best wishes to all

our members for Christmas and the new year, also a special

thank you to all the volunteers and helpers for their support

in achieving another fantastic year.

Bequest for Canal Society
Alan Flight was a member of both the Canal Society and the

Mid Hants Railway; perhaps not surprising since he worked

for Robin Higgs!

Sadly, Alan passed away last year. In his will he directed

that his estate should be divided between the two interests

in his life. As a result the Society's bank account is looking

very healthy.

We intend to name our new work boat after Alan, but the use

to which the money is put requires careful thought and a list

of possible projects is being drawn up. Currently this

includes:

A wood chipper for bankside clearance work

A professional feasibility study of the K&A link

A survey of the possible reservoir site at Deepcut

We do not intend to use the bequest for "normal" running

expenses but more for things that we would otherwise not

be able to afford to do.
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Work Party
Working parties have used the late summer months as a

period for consolidation and some Society maintenance

works. The Transit van was stolen on a Friday evening prior

to a work party, hence no transport or equipment, so

alternative work and equipment had to be arranged at short

notice.

TRANSIT VAN
Our Transit Van was stolen from a car park on a Friday

evening between 19.00 and 20.30. The van was partially

loaded for a working party the following day, but some power

equipment still had to be loaded later in the evening which

did reduce our losses.

The van was recovered from the Leatherhead Road, Tolworth

the following Monday and impounded for forensic checks at

Isleworth. We were able to collect the van the following

Wednesday.

Damage included all door locks broken, ignition switch and

casting broken off together with plastic steering column

cowl. Stolen equipment included a 3 KVA dual voltage

generator, power tools, barrows and hand tools, lifting

chains and strops. Every container had been emptied on the

floor and considerable sorting out was required after the van

had been repaired and was road legal.

GENERATOR DONATION

Our thanks to member Dave Redman, who has donated a

replacement generator set for the working parties.

Other equipment will be replaced as and when our insur-

ance claim is settled.

WORK BOAT
Our work boat has been sand blasted and primed. Tim

Miller, a mobile grit blaster, did the work supported by

volunteers. We also used the opportunity to start sorting out

the van interior and confirming our losses. Due to rain on

both Saturday and Sunday Tim completed the work on the

August Bank Holiday Saturday. The finished result is very

good with all rust scale removed, and by  spraying the

treated areas with primer immediately a base for painting

was applied before any rusting could re-establish (below).

Renovation work is scheduled for the Autumn.

LOCK GATE REPLACEMENT
The replacement of the upper gates for Locks 2 and 3 was

a combined effort by Society Volunteers and Canal Rang-

ers. Belfast Girl was hired and moved from the Thames at

Shepperton to Lock 1 on the Friday. Kathryn Dodington on

Leo II went ahead of Belfast Girl, clearing the locks before

closure was implemented.

Lock 3 Upper gates were changed first and Belfast Girl

reversed down stream to Lock 2. Low water levels grounded

the dredger below Lock 2, which is not a recommended

overnight mooring place.

Above. New top gates for Lock 3 (photo by Pablo Haworth)

BCA staff ensured a full canal for Sunday morning and Lock

2 upper gates had been changed by lunch time.

Belfast Girl had to be returned for Monday AM so we

unloaded the old gates and reversed back to the River Wey,

clearing Thames Lock before closing time and returning

Belfast Girl to Shepperton by 19.00.

BCA Rangers completed the fitting of the gates the following

week.
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WOODHAM

The mass of invasive weed in the Woodham Locks and

Woking Pound was restricting navigation and spreading

upstream, we were requested to help clear the weed.

Above: Clearing weed below Scotland Bridge (Photo by

Pablo Haworth)

In the event this weekend will be the fourth consecutive

working party clearing weed and overgrowth from the River

Wey to Woking Pound, the dredger will then return to St.

Johns for a service and work at Hermitage or Woking.

Transporting the Dredger involved long days but was cruis-

ing with a difference!

Work Party

Scouts
It seems that Canal Society members are not the only volunteers working on the Canal. Members of the 1st / 4th Addlestone

Scout Group have been doing some bank clearance and painting around Lock 2  (Photos by Penny).

WORKING PARTY DATES

DATE LEADER LOCATION
10/11 Nov PR/DJ/DL/KR Woking / Woodham

24/25 Nov PR/DJ/DL/KR Woking / Brookwood

 08/09 Dec PR/DJ/DL/KR Work Boat

22/23 Dec PR/DJ/DL/KR Work Boat/ Woking/

Brookwood

12/13 Jan DJ/DL/KR Work Boat /Woking /

Brookwood

12/13 Jan PR NWPG  Up Nately

26/27 Jan PR/DJ/DL/KR Up Nately

09/10 Feb PR/DJ/DL/KR Woking /Brookwood

23/24 Feb PR/DJ/DL/KR Up Nately

08/09 Mar PR/DJ/DL/KR Woking / Brookwood

21-23 Mar PR/DJ/DL/KR Bridge Barn

Leaders:

PR  - PETER REDWAY   01483 721710

DL  - DAVE LUNN   01483  771294

DJ  - DAVE JUNKISEN    0208941 0685

KR - KEVIN REDWAY   01483 722206

Peter Redway
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This year I have continued to focus on four strategic areas:

§ Conservation Management Plan

§ Canal Visitor Centre Development Plan

§ Operations Service Level Plan

§ Asset Management Plan

Conservation Management Plan
I am working towards a final draft of this plan for assent by

the next JMC meeting, March 2008. After discussions with

Natural England, it has been decided to commission Dr

John Eaton of the University of Liverpool to help prepare the

‘Favourable Condition Tables’ for the plan and this work is

now in progress funded by Natural England. We anticipate

that this will completed at the year end and be ready for

wider consultation ahead of the next JAG Meeting.

Canal Centre Development Plan
We have drafted a development plan for the Canal Visitor

Centre and this is available for wider consultation, and

comments are invited from interest groups. Within its wider

context, it addresses the potential for income generation,

risks and benefit to the canal as a whole but in essence will

demonstrate that the Canal Centre has a very real purpose

as a focal point for a unique visitor experience as well as

providing a central base for information and administration.

Service Level Plan
A Service Level Agreement proposal has been based on an

existing SLA that we have with Guildford BC. Its intention is

to set out a common level of service delivery across the six

local riparian authorities. The aim is to produce reasonable

stability so that essential activities as listed in the SLP can

be carried out in order to achieve unrestricted safe public

access and continue to provide the local community with a

unique community amenity.

The retention of core local authority funding is critically

essential. The concept of accountability means it is impor-

tant for the canal to be able to demonstrate that its

community users matter and that the canal and the BCA

represent quality, value and best practice for each of the

funding partners. The SLP will provide the information to

demonstrate this with transparent accountability confirmed

through annual reporting to the local authorities.

During the summer, discussions have been held with our six

riparian partners. In principal three local authorities have

stated that they would in the main prefer to continue to pay

for the service that the BCA can provide, rather than

contribute any items in kind, although there are certain

activities, such as litter picking, doggy bins, graffiti removal

and disposal of fly tipping waste that they may be able to

accommodate. Three other authorities would be interested

in developing the payment in kind theme so as to realise the

opportunity to make good any shortfall in agreed funding

levels and demonstrate to other authorities who are able to

pay in full a level commitment.

At the Joint Advisory Group Meeting in September, we

agreed to recommend a formula for calculating the budget

contributions based on a population 5 miles either side of

canal + canal bank mileage as being the most fair

representation. It is hoped that this proposal can be

considered and hopefully adopted for the 08/09 budget year.

The message to contributing partners who do not, or are

unable to make full contributions, is that this may, for

example, necessitate the closure of parts of the canal in

their boroughs and districts in the interest of safety and duty

of care if the towpath and banks are not adequately

maintained due to lack of funding.

Asset Management Plan
The plan will include three elements:

§ Inventory: Identify record and map the asset and its

components - Completed

§ Condition: identify, record and map the condition of

all the constituent parts

§ Asset management: identify work, maintenance and

inspection routines; develop a costed maintenance and

inspection programme.

British Waterways have provided details of their own asset

management plan format, which will save the project con-

siderable time as this is much the same as the BCA already

use. The working party is indebted to Graham Holland,

Asset Manager of British Waterways for his support.

It was originally anticipated that SCC would bear much of

the burden of the cost as the vast majority of lock structures

are within Surrey. However it has become clear from the

BCA’s recent experience and that of BW, that the greatest

risks of breach are likely to arise from problems with

underground culverts and the majority of these are in

Hampshire. It has therefore been decided that the County

Councils will each bear their own costs as a consequence

of geological and topographical survey work, with a shared

cost on common asset management.

It is expected that the Asset Management Plan inspection

and maintenance routines will form the major part of a

Service Level Agreement (SLA) between the owners, the

BCA and any potential new trust.

Problems
Three significant structural failures have occurred on the

Hampshire pound and after speedy intervention by BCA

staff the integrity of the canal was maintained. Further repair

and restoration work is now being carried out.

As a legacy of restricted resources and funding for the lock

gate replacement program, three separate gates failed

BCA News - Report from
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unexpectedly. This was a useful exercise in determining the

best method to employ in assessing condition and forced

the BCA to rethink its approach.

Apart from lock gates, other structures have been identified

as requiring urgent attention and these have been high-

lighted in a separate report made to the Joint Owners.

Staff shortages have beleaguered the authority, especially

the long term absence of the operations manager; this

together with the dis-establishment of the Senior ranger role

has created considerable pressure on staff. I propose to

address this situation at the earliest convenience, so that

specific responsibilities can be tasked with leading on the

day-to-day delivery of the service level plan, health and

safety  and inspection regimes, reinforcing efficiency and

provide resource backup to the Ranger Team.

Towpath Improvements in Woking
Sustrans, working in partnership with the BCA, SCC and

Woking Borough Council, has announced that it hopes to

start work to upgrade the canal towpath in February 2008,

subject to open public consultation and satisfactory plan-

ning permissions. The extent of works in Phase 1 will be

from Kiln Bridge in St. John’s to Chobham Road.

The work will involve bank protection and piling to the

towpath edge as well as providing a hard-wearing surface for

the towpath itself, so that it can be made more accessible

for walkers, cyclists etc. Full details are available from the

Basingstoke Canal Authority website www.basingstoke-

canal.co.uk under News.

People are invited to come to the public consultation and

speak to a member of the project Steering Group on

Tuesday 27 November 2007 12-5 pm at The Lightbox,

Chobham Road and on Thursday 29 November 2007 12-8

pm at Peacocks Shopping Centre in Woking.

The public consultation will cover the full 8 miles from

Pirbright Bridge in the west to the Wey Navigation at Byfleet

in the east, even though the first phase of works is planned

for a shorter 2 mile section in the centre of Woking. The

consultation period ends on 7 December 2007.

Personally I think this is a great opportunity to improve access

to the Canal, whilst maintaining and enhancing its

character and community value. With these

improvements we should accomplish a much safer and

better maintained route from village to town that every

one can use.

Let me make it very clear that not all the towpath will be

upgraded, for example where recent work has been carried

out by the Society or the BCA. We will aim to address the

more troublesome areas, where access  and safety is an

issue. Also where erosion has robbed us of towpath and

habitat. Materials will be sensitively and sensibly chosen for

durability, safety and application. Importantly, the towpath

will retain its permissive status.

Members Tours
During May and June this year the opportunity to take

County Council Members from Surrey and Hampshire on

two separate boat trips to experience the canal as a

navigable waterway was successfully carried out with very

positive feed back and comments. The Surrey trip was

organised for the Environment and Economy Select Com-

mittee who also received an update from the Canal Director

on the need for capital funding and support.

The Hampshire trip was organised to take Members of the

Recreation and Heritage Policy Review Committee and

associated County Members on a similar trip in Hampshire.

Again the Canal Director delivered a presentation to explain

the need for capital funding support.

The Canal Director wishes to record appreciation and

thanks to all who organised these trips, especially John

Cale Canal Cruises and the crew of the John Pinkerton.

Continuing with this theme, two further boat trips are

planned next year for Hart District Council and Surrey Heath

Council Members to familiarise them with the canal in their

Boroughs. This is a particularly useful exercise for new

recently elected Members.

The Western End
I am very pleased to announce that the BCA have gained

assent from Natural England to declare the Western End of

the canal a ‘Local Nature Reserve’, This move will ensure

that this naturally rich and beautiful part of the canal is

preserved and looked after. The next step is for Hampshire

County Council to formally and in public announce the

declaration. The BCA are looking forward to working closely

with all interest groups, especially the Canal Society,

Basingstoke & Dean BC and the Hampshire and I of W

Wildlife Trust on this project. Paul Hope, one of our

conservation officers, will be the project leader. Initially, we

need to address several issues of neglect, effluent dis-

charges and channel depth.

I would like to take this opportunity to issue a vote of

appreciation for the support of the Surrey and Hampshire

Canal Society this year in particular. A major contribution

by way of interactive working parties with BCA staff have

proved invaluable, successful and highly productive.

Lastly, the Director and  BCA staff would like to record

congratulations to the Chairman of the Canal Society Peter

Redway on his recent award of the MBE.

Ian M H Brown

Ian Brown, Canal Director
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Out and about
Some of the problems that we reported last time are now

being addressed. To prevent further bank slippage at

Malthouse Bridge, some very substantial steel piling has

been put in after the BCA's dredger Unity cleared the fallen

bank (below).

Unfortunately, the vibrations from the hammer used to drive

the piles and the weight of the crane carrying the hammer

put enough pressure into the ground to cause the side of the

bridge to bulge rather ominously, so this is now shored up

by the further pile that can be seen below between the end

of the bridge and the new brickwork.

This is apparently a temporary solution and further work is

likely to be done on the bridge next year. We have a photo

of the bridge in 1905 which shows the steel reinforcing

straps even then, so maybe it hasn't done too badly. The

piling is being covered by waling boards.

Hampshire Work has also started to repair vehicle impact damage to

the parapet of Double Bridge (below).

At the same time, stop planks have been put in and dams

installed at Blacksmith's Bridge to allow this length to be

drained down to give access to the culvert that was involved

in the bank breach earlier in the year.

Work at King John's Castle finally started and the new

mooring has been piled and the towpath widened (below).

On either side of the mooring as far as the winding hole, the

canal edge has been reinforced with posts and Nicospan

which is a nylon mesh; it is backfilled with material dredged

from the canal, which solves the silt disposal problem. It

also, of course, reduces the width of the canal, so this is not

a method that can be used too often!

King John's Castle itself has been enveloped in scaffolding

to allow work to be done to stabilise the walls and prevent

further dangerous falls of rock. The problem is that the

original masonry blocks that formed the walls of the castle

have been pinched over the centuries for use in other

buildings, so that virtually all that is left is the mortar and

flints that passed as cavity wall insulation in those days.

Further work will include the installation of descriptive notice

boards.
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on the canal
Surrey
Ash Vale Railway Bridge is due to be replaced in December,

which will involve the installation of a pair of dams either side

to allow the canal to be drained. This is necessary as a new

concrete box culvert is being put in to carry the canal under

the bridge. A trial run with the dams was carried out in

October.

These are tubes that are filled with water and seemed to

work very well. One was put in next to the old Harmsworth

boathouse (above) and one on the other side of the bridge

and weir (below).

As the water level dropped a number of small crayfish could

be seen wandering about amid the usual collection of

rubbish that the public has kindly donated to the canal over

the years. The big ones have all been caught and eaten!

JMC
Members who would like to know what goes on at

the meetings of the Canal’s Joint Management

Committee can find the papers and minutes of all the

previous meeting on the Surrey County Council

website.

1. Go on to Surrey County Council’s web-site:

    www.surreycc.gov.uk

2. Click on Home Page.

3. Click on Site Map.

4. Scroll down and click on Councillors and

    Committees.

5. Click on Council Meetings and Committees.

6. Click on Agendas and Minutes.

7. Click on Basingstoke Canal Joint Management

    Committee.

8. 2001 to 2007 Agendas, Reports and Minutes

    available to view.

As Peter Redway reports on page 4, the top gates of Locks

2 and 3 were changed using the dredger Belfast Girl. As can

been seen above, the workforce was a combined team of

volunteers and BCA staff, including Ian Brown, despite the

fact that the job was done at a weekend; a very good effort

all round.
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Festival de Loire
The canals of Basingstoke and Orléans have for some years

shared an “entente fluviale” and a party from France attended

our 40th Anniversary rally at Brookwood last year. In return,

this summer we received an invitation to attend the Festival

de Loire in September.

Clashes with pre-arranged holidays prevented a number of

people going, but  twelve of us made our way across the

Channel, to be joined by Tony and Doreen Davies from the

IWA, who were already over there with their boat. On the

Friday my wife Maggie and I drove to Orléans with Ian Brown

via Portsmouth and Caen. Other members of the party were

John Tickle from HCC and his wife Susan, HCC Cllr Ray

Ellis and his wife Vivette, Charles and Katie Hicks and Colin

Cox from the Basingstoke Canal Canoe Club, and Guildford

Alderman Angela Gunning and her husband Frank. We

were put up by various people associated with the canal and

local area, who made us very welcome.

The weather unfortunately was less welcome on the Saturday

and the planned “balade en futreaux” (trip on traditional Loire

boats, above) was abandoned in favour of visits to a chateau

and the impressive Musée de la Marine de Loire. Happily the

weather improved by the evening and we enjoyed a splendid

meal on board their trip boat L’Oussance (below) on the

Canal d’Orléans, followed by an impressive firework display

for those with the energy to stay up!

On the Sunday we visited Grignon on the Canal d’Orléans,

which impressed us greatly with its potential as a rally site:

plenty of water, a large basin with adjacent field, three locks

for interest and three handy auberges, in one of which we

enjoyed lunch (below).

Some of the party left for home after lunch, and we had

planned to set off to find somewhere to stay before taking

the ferry home on Monday. Our hosts, however, very kindly

insisted on us staying for another night and took us to see

various bits of the Canal de Briare including the famous Sept

Ecluses (7 locks) at Rogny (below) and the huge aqueduct

designed by Eiffel that carries the canal over the River Loire.

It was a delightful weekend and we look forward to the

chance to repay their hospitality as well as possibly joining

the “Caravane de Loire” next June (see page 12). Our French

friends and the BCA are very keen to make the canal

twinning official next year and this may open up the

possibility of obtaining EC money for some of our projects,

such as improving water supplies. The Canal d'Orléans is in

much better condition than the Basingstoke was in the

1960s and is well worth restoring. Sadly volunteers are not

allowed otherwise it would make a super project for WRG!
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John Pinkerton Review
Best year ever!
The year 2006 was our most successful ever, with the profit

coming to nearly £25,000. Our bookings were a record,

coupled with the five day charter for the Farnborough Air

Show and low maintenance costs all helped to give us a

bumper year.

For the future, the 2007 bookings are looking to be a record

for any calendar year, and the advance bookings for 2008

are already looking quite healthy.

We are looking to underpin this considerable income for the

Canal Society. However, over the last few years, the

considerable increase in legislation with the advent of the

new licensing system for alcoholic drinks and new regula-

tions for the operation and certification of the boat and crew,

has meant a greater workload for the committee. We are

therefore canvassing for help, not only for crewing but for

many other essential jobs that do not even entail going

anywhere near the canal, or the boat! Many of our helpers

would like a backup so that they could hand over their jobs

quickly to someone during times of holiday or perhaps

illness. A list of areas where help would be appreciated is

as follows: company secretary, minutes secretary, treas-

urer, crew managers, booking managers, bar licence hold-

ers, bar stocking, website production, uniform stockist,

compiling records and statistics, publicity, brochures, refu-

elling, periodic summer maintenance crew, and planned

winter maintenance crew, to name but a few.

Some of these positions are seasonal and many involve

tasks to be done infrequently, but all are essential to the

boat’s continued operation and profitability. It would take

little to take over bar stocking for a month a year in the boat’s

season of April to October, to make a huge difference and

it would mean a lot to the regular person to have that month

off. A similar effect would be felt with many of the tasks

mentioned above.

If you feel you can help in a small or large way please
telephone (01344 772461) or email me
(petejwright@btopenworld.com) so that something can
be sorted out to the benefit of the trip boat organisation

and therefore the Society.

200 Club winners
August
18 Mrs MJ Marchant £70

144 Mrs J Haworth £35

49 Mr G Hibberd £17

90 Mr & Mrs Redway £16

October
21 Mrs P Jenkins £70

19 Mrs P Jenkins £35

44 Mr G Hibberd £17

50 Miss D Jones £16

December
37 Mr R Starnes £70

34 Mr F Stow £35

6 Mrs Hawkins £17

38 Mr P Starnes £16

Thank you for making this a very good season where the 200

Club has raised £831, and congratulations to those who

have receive the same in prizes.  Have a good Christmas

and New Year, and I hope I shall snowed under (excuse pun)

with applications for 2008.

Jim Johnstone

Crew picnic
The end of the season was marked by a crew picnic on

Saturday 6th October. We boarded the John Pinkerton at

Barley Mow and had a cruise down to Crookham where we

took delivery of fish & chips etc. After a convivial supper we

returned to Barlet Mow.

A high spot of the afternoon was a presentation made by

Peter Wright (above left) to Joe Lyons (centre) to mark his

final retirement from the JP crew. Joe has been part of Mike

Hammersley's day crew team ever since the boat started

operating in 1978. However, his retirement is not so much

due to his age as the ill health of his wife, so we send them

our best wishes and thanks.
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Forthcoming events
Illuminated Boats in Woking
Last year's procession of illuminated boats from Woking

town centre to the Bridge Barn pub is to be repeated on

Saturday 1st December. The boats will assemble above

Chobham Road Bridge, near the Brewery Road car park,

and should be setting off at 5.15pm.

Let's hope that they have a less eventful return journey than

last year when they had to contend with trees blown down

by a gale.

Bridge Barn Rally
The annual event at the Bridge Barn in Woking will take

place over Easter on 22nd and 23rd March 2008.

50 Boats in Brookwood
We have permission from the BCA for a gathering of up to

50 boats at Brookwwod over the Late May Bank Holiday

next year. This is intended to be an event for boats and

boaters rather than for the general public, since the site still

does not have particularly good access for vehicles.

Fox & Hounds Rally
Although the Basingstoke Canal Boat Club is still having

some difficulties, we are determined to see that the Fox &

Hounds event will continue. What has still to be decided is

the date.

Bucket Rattlers needed!
We need 3 people to collect money at the

Illuminated Boat Parade in Woking town centre on
1st December between 4.30 & 6pm.

Buckets & Hi-Vis vests provided!
Please contact Verna Smith on 01252 517622

Thanks!

Events Group needed
These various events will not organise themselves.

Could you help to run some of them?

We particularly need people to help with

Publicity

Site services

Entertainment co-ordination

If you feel that you might be able to help, please

contact Verna Smith for a chat (01252 517622).

La Caravane de Loire
The region of France known as the Loiret includes the River

Loire, the Canal de Briare and the Canal d'Orléans, with

which the Basingstoke Canal is unofficially twinned.

Between 27th June and 6th July next year a massive event

is being planned - "La Caravane de Loire". In typically

French fashion, this will include not only flotillas of boats but

assorted bankside cultural events (and probably food and

drink!).

Our friends from the Canal d'Orléans are very keen to get

boats from this side of the Channel over for the event, and

it is hoped that part of the festivities will mark the official

twinning of our two waterways.

The Canal d'Orléans is by no means fully navigable, so trail

boats will be the order of the day.

We are holding a meeting at 7.30 for 8pm on Thursday 6th

December at the Canal Centre in Mytchett to which anyone

who might be interested in taking part in La Caravane is

cordially invited.

There might even be a spot of

wine and some nibbles to

tempt you, but I'm afraid that

the charming young lady on

the left won't be there!

You can find more information

about the event on the Internet

at

www.caravanedeloire.com

Do think about it. If it's anything

like this year's Festival de

Loire, it should be a lot of fun

and you can be assured of a

very warm welcome.
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Events
CHOBHAM SOCIAL MEETINGS
The new season of autumn and winter social meetings is

well under way at the regular venue at the Parish Pavilion,

Recreation Ground, Station Road, Chobham. The meetings

start at 8pm on the third Wednesday of the month. See map

below for the exact location. Coffee/tea and biscuits are be

available during the interval. Non-members and friends of

members are very welcome.

Before the October meeting's talk started, Peter Coxhead

presented a cheque from the Woking Group for £1,400 to

Peter Redway, representing the profits from last year's

Bridge Barn rally and last season's Chobham meetings.

Peter was also presented with a splendid cake to

commemorate his MBE, made by Mark Coxhead (below). It

lasted all of 5 minutes and was much appreciated by all

those present!

Wednesday 19th December 2007

Eric Lewis - ‘The Birmingham Canal Navigations -
Then and Now’
Eric Lewis will be returning with a new presentation featur-

ing the Birmingham Canal Navigations contrasting them

between the 1970s and the present time. Some of the

contrasts are striking. He will use two projectors side by

side to show the contrasts simultaneously.

Wednesday 16th January 2008

Richard Thomas- ‘The Lowland Canals of Scotland’
A return visit by Richard Thomas who this time will be

featuring the Lowland Canals of Scotland including the

Forth and Clyde Canal and the Edinburgh Canal. He will

describe their history, decline and restoration. He will, of

course, cover the magnificent Falkirk Wheel.

Wednesday 20th February 2008

Tim Dodwell - ‘Basingstoke Canal Boating and Working
Parties from the early 1960’s’
Well before the formation of the Surrey and Hampshire

Canal Society in 1966, Tim was the Basingstoke Canal

representative on the London and Home Counties Branch

Committee of the Inland Waterways Association. He was

also their Working Party Organiser. His slides on the early

campaign cruises and working parties should be fascinating.

He was also a member of the group that produced the first

report on the ‘Case for Restoration’ for Surrey County

Council in July 1965.

Wednesday 19th March 2008

George Fleming - ‘Waterways at War’
George Fleming from Salisbury will be presenting the story

of the waterways in wartime, including during the First and

Second World wars. The relationship between the canals

and the military and the problems presented will be fully

explored.

Wednesday 16th April 2008

Matthew Armitage - ‘The History of
Tooley's Boatyard in Banbury’
The recent revival of the historic Tooley’s

Boatyard in Banbury is a fascinating story

and goes back to the early days of the

canal movement with Tom Rolt and his

famous boat ‘Cressy’. The boatyard was

threatened with demolition in the re-devel-

opment of the canalside at Banbury, but a

determined campaign by the canal move-

ment saved it for future generations, and

the boatyard is now open for visitor tours.
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Letters
I have only received one reply in response to my request for

ex-members to tell us why they have not renewed their

subscriptions:-

Dear Roger,

In reply to your note on the back page of the B.C. News

about why members have not renewed their subscriptions.

Today I cycled along the canal from Woking to New Haw,

it was overgrown with vegetation leaving a small gap in the

middle to cycle through, in some places in between bram-

bles and stinging nettles. It was not a nice experience on a

bike, for 2 women with baby buggies and young children it

was even worse.

The canal looked run down and neglected. By the Bridge

Barn a commercial wheely bin was dumped in the water.

Tree branches cut down and pushed into the hedge and

trees (not even shredded but just left to look untidy). By the

bridge over the canal from Brewery Road car park 6 traffic

cones thrown in. Rushes at the side of the canal growing out

to the middle giving a real neglected outlook. As well as

trees and branches floating in the water by Shearwater.

Being a member I know about the problems facing the

Committee (lock gates, bank breaches, back pumping etc),

but if you want people to continue with their membership,

these problems must be addressed as they didn’t happen

overnight. In fact if nothing is done soon I shall not be

renewing my membership when the time comes.

So what can be done?

1. Cut off branches must be shredded to keep the bank

clear.

2. Contact the Probation Service to get people on ASBOs

to work on the canal as a form of helping society.

3. Regular maintenance of the canal by the rangers to deal

with these problems when they occur and not get left as

they have been, giving a nobody cares outlook.

4. Trees overhanging the canal banks must be cut back to

stop that run-down look.

These are just a few suggestions, but if you want to increase

the membership this work is essential as people want to be

involved in a clear and open canal and not a neglected run-

down waterway.

I look forward to your reply with interest.

Yours etc

David Wood

Dear David,

First of all, let me say that neither I nor any of the other

members of the Canal Society’s Committee, to whom I have

shown it, would dispute the criticisms of the current state

of the canal that you make. Nor, I suspect, would the BCA

attempt to argue with them.

However, I do disagree with you in one important respect.

If we had a clear and open canal with no problems, there

would be no need for the Canal Society. It is precisely

because the canal has been allowed to become run down

that it needs a body such as the Society to campaign to

persuade its owners to give the Canal Authority the support

and resources it needs to maintain the canal in a safe and

attractive condition for all its users.

It is perhaps worth reiterating that the canal is owned by the

Surrey and Hampshire County Councils and managed by

the Basingstoke Canal Authority (BCA); local district councils

also make financial contributions, but this has not been a

legally binding agreement so far. The Canal Society has no

responsibility for maintaining the canal. Our volunteers may

do such work from time to time, but we do not wish currently

to make any regular commitment to do this in case it is

taken as an excuse for some of the councils to reduce their

support still further.

As we have reported previously in the BCN, a widespread

review of the canal and its management has been going on,

and this work has not finished yet. One of the basic tenets

of the review was that the canal could not be allowed to

continue as it was. It is hoped that one of its outcomes will

be legally binding service level agreements between the

BCA and the riparian District Councils, which will guarantee

funding for the next few years. Until the review and its

recommended actions are complete, the canal is, in a

sense, in a state of limbo with the BCA doing its best to cope

with the safety issues of falling trees, rotting gates, breaches,

etc with very inadequate resources; not surprisingly, some

of the more cosmetic maintenance has not been done.

There are, however, some hopeful signs. There will be no

further thoughts about closure of the navigation, and the

counties have been providing additional funding for things

like new lock gates. The service level agreements should be

in place soon and in a few years time we may have a Surrey

& Hampshire Navigation Trust running the canal with

additional opportunities for fund raising. There is also an

ambition to rectify the mistake made by the liquidator of the

original canal company and have its rights and obligations

legally transferred to the Trust so that it can have the same

powers as a fully-fledged navigation authority such as

British Waterways.

Continued opposite
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Wey & Arun progress

Continued from page 12

You make a number of specific recommendations and

some of these are in fact already happening. People on

ASBOs have been doing bank trimming in Woking under the

direction of the Swingbridge organisation, but unfortunately

they appear to lack the equipment and training to shred the

material cut, which results in the untidy state that you

comment on in your second paragraph. The Society has

also been working in Woking in recent weeks, clearing large

quantities of weed from the canal and doing some bankside

work. We are thinking of buying a heavy duty wood chipping

machine which would enhance our ability to do tree and

shrub clearing.

If there is a commitment by the Counties to support

adequate maintenance of the canal in future, perhaps the

Canal Society should be thinking of launching a one-off tidy-

up campaign by volunteers to get the canal back to a decent

condition.

Would you be prepared to join in this sort of volunteer work?

Best regards

Roger Cansdale (Editor)

Note: Feedback on this idea from other members would
be very useful.

The Wey and Arun Canal Trust is continuing to make good

progress with their massive project at Loxwood on the

B2133 crossing. They have to construct a new bridge under

the road and, althought the start has been delayed, work

should start during November. A major funding problem has

arisen in that West Sussex County Council Highways

Authority have insisted on a £400,000 bond before work can

start by the Trust’s contractors. Also they have to pay an

administration fee of £35,865 as they are treating the Trust

as a ‘developer’. Luckily they have raised these extra

monies by way of interest free ‘soft loans’ from members

and other supporters. The bond will, of course, be repaid by

the County Council on satisfactory completion of the work.

A trip down to Loxwood (parking by the Onslow Arms) to see

the work which has been completed above and below the

road is well worth while.

A new lock and footbridge has been constructed upstream

of the B2133 (above right) and downstream the channel has

been lowered by 2 metres, together with Brewhust Lock, the

first lock downstream (below right). This must now be one

of the strangest looking locks in the world since it appears

to be back-to-front with the tail higher than the head. The

reason is that the Trust took the decision to preserve the tail

end of the lock at its original height as a reminder of what

had been done, so it still has its original height bottom gates

even though the lock now only has a fall of about half a

metre. Another interesting feature is the individual lock

back-pumping system, whose outlet can just be seen on

the left of the photo.

A nice feature of the Wey & Arun, which we could perhaps

copy as a fund raising measure, if and when a trust is set

up to manage the Basingstoke, is the display of

commemorative plaques and milestones - a nice way to be

remembered for those who have cared for the canal.
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Millett's Musings     David Millett
§ In the Spring edition of BC News I mentioned that we

were in the middle of a very dry spell of weather and

wondered what the omens were for the summer. Well,

we soon found out and it was very wet with many events

up and down the country cancelled because of the

downpours. The upside to this was that the water levels

on the Basingstoke Canal were excellent with water

flowing over the Aldershot Road, Fleet wastewater weir

throughout the summer, only now beginning to drop

back slightly as I write this (end of October). Perhaps

we will be in for a wet autumn and winter, who knows

with the present topsy turvy climate issues.

§ Good news that five gate sets (10 gates) have been

replaced along the canal in Surrey this year. Bearing in

mind that when restoration work took place along the

canal in the seventies and eighties, new gates were

constructed and put in place by a combination of

society volunteers, canal staff and Job Creation Scheme

workers using oak that was not of the highest quality to

save costs at the time, then it is to be expected that

problems have begun to show themselves over the last

few years. It is easy to forget that everyone was learning

new skills at the time, which was 20 years ago.

§ During the summer councillors from the two commit-

tees in Surrey County Council and Hampshire County

Council responsible for the counties portion of the canal

budget had trips from the Canal Centre on John Cale’s

Merlin and from Odiham on the Society trip boat John

Pinkerton. In addition some of their senior officers were

on board. Ian Brown, the Basingstoke Canal Authority

Director was able to bring them all up to date with

issues facing the canal whilst on the move and our

Chairman, Peter Redway was able to update them on

the Society’s volunteer involvement. It is essential that

councillors who have limited contact with the canal see

for themselves what an asset the Basingstoke Canal is

to the local communities. They can read reports and

attend meetings but to actually cruise along the canal

really brings it home to them (we hope).

§ Good to see that work at King John’s Castle is well

under way at last with the towpath and landing stage

improvements a much needed asset for the area. The

towpath between the Castle and the aqueduct had

become very bad with erosion a major problem. The first

use of the new landing stage was made by the John

Pinkerton in late September during a cruise organised

by the writer for a social trip for the Fleet U3A Cycling

Group. Work is now proceeding on the castle itself and

when that is finished and new information signing is

completed the whole area will be much more attractive

to visitors. Thanks to HCC and the Heritage Lottery

Fund for the finance for the work.

§ This year my wife and I attended the Inland Waterways

Association National Waterways Festival at St.Ives in

Cambridgeshire. An excellent site was provided close

to the town centre with moorings on the River Great

Ouse and the land site on the water meadows along-

side. However the wet summer had flooded the site a

few weeks earlier so, although it was a fine weekend

over the Bank Holiday, most of the site was a muddy

quagmire on the first two days. The lorries and trucks

bringing all the marquees and equipment in had com-

pletely churned up the site so conditions were terrible

until the site started to try out and it was not too bad by

the Monday. The town was en-fete for the weekend and

visitor numbers surpassed expectations. Being in East

Anglia, all the local waterways are river navigations so

there were a mixed fleet of river cruisers and narrow

boats, the latter having to make a long journey in many

cases to arrive at the Festival. All in all, an excellent

event.

§ Sorry to see that the Tea Room at the Canal Centre at

Mytchett was not able to open this past summer. This

is a major attraction to visitors to the Canal Centre and

was sorely missed by the many people who use the

site. Let’s hope it is definitely up and running in time for

Easter next year. Whilst writing, it is good to see that

the general appearance of the Canal Centre grounds is

excellent. Bearing in mind that the grounds are the

shop window for the canal in Mytchett, so to speak, it

is important to create a good first impression for

visitors.

§ Good to see that Hampshire County Council Structures

Department have responded with some urgency to the

land slip by Malthouse Bridge, Crookham Village and

the collapsed culvert by Double Bridge, Dogmersfield.

Piling work is in full swing at Malthouse Bridge to

stabilise the bank and the collapsed culvert will be

tackled subsequently by the same contractor, Dean

and Dyball. These are the first major structural issues

on the Hampshire section of the canal for many years

so it is excellent news that the work is being undertaken

promptly.

§ The local authority budget cycle has started for the

2008/9 financial year so we can only hope that those

authorities not paying their requested contributions to

the canal can see their way to increase the amounts

they have been paying to more in line with what they

should be paying under the present funding formula of

the Basingstoke Canal Joint Management Committee.

The Basingstoke Canal is a great navigational, recrea-

tional and environmental asset to the area, and being a

man made structure, regular maintenance and im-

provements are essential to avoid a deterioration in the

years ahead.
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Vice-President       Lookback
From Society Newsletters No.77 December 1977 and No.78 February 1978

§ The ‘Deepcut Dig’ in October was a tremendous success

in every way. As a contribution towards restoration of

the ‘Deepcut 14’ flight of locks - and to the Basingstoke

Canal as a whole - it will be remembered as a major step

forward. In one weekend 600 volunteers achieved what

local working parties would have taken a year to do. As

a means of focusing attention on the value of voluntary

labour and the number of people who participate,

‘Deepcut Dig’ generated a great deal of valuable publicity,

not just locally but across the whole nation - on

television, radio and in the daily press. Also, as a

exercise in co-operation between a local authority and

canal enthusiasts, the ‘Big Dig’ set an example for

projects elsewhere.

§ Many people from national and local official bodies

viewed the work and John Heap, Chairman of the Inland

Waterways Association said that the volunteers had

come in response to the enlightened view of Surrey

County Council. At the end of the ‘Big Dig’ weekend the

600 volunteers had set about restoring nine locks at

Deepcut and  cleared three at Brookwood. 400 bags of

cement were used, 90 tons of ballast, 10 tons of sand,

a ½ ton of reinforcing materials, 3500 bricks, 18

concrete mixers, 14 powered concrete breakers and 4

dumper trucks plus hundreds of hand tools. The

volunteers consumed 1,400 pints of beer and the Army

at Bisley Camp provided the accommodation.

§ The steam dredger Perseverance is now working some

200 yards east of the old Pillars Bridge. Operated every

weekend by Society volunteers. with a minimum of four

crew a good weekend will see a further 50-75 yards of

canal reclaimed. The tug and mud barge need a crew

of two with a further volunteer operating the drag line

crane fitted with a grab to deposit the silt at the dump

site.

§ Members of the Crookham Village Association have

now completed the repairs to Poulters Bridge, Crookham

Village and the towpath underneath it. Thanks are due

to all their hard work over the past year and is an

example of a local village organisation undertaking a

local project for the benefit of the restoration as a whole.

§ 200 people recently attended a Public Meeting in Fleet

which was organised in conjunction with the Residents

Association of Fleet and Church Crookham. The

Society’s new set of restoration slides was used and

questions were answered by Robin Higgs, our Chairman

and David Gerry the Canal Manager in Hampshire. In

addition a small reception was held in the touring Canal

Portakabin Exhibition Unit which had been on display

for a fortnight outside the Civic Hall.

§ An Army Hymac is now dredging the flash between the

old and new Pondtail bridges because of the danger of

unexploded war-time bombs and grenades left over

from war-time training. In addition an HCC contractor is

dredging the 200 yards upstream from the bridge to the

site of the Try Homes building site (now the Fir Tree

Way development).

§ The Deepcut Narrow Gauge Railway continues to

extend its length. It now stretches from Lock 28 to Lock

23 a distance of nearly a mile. Thanks are due to Bovis

Civil Engineering for the loan of a considerable length of

track, various skips and other items. In addition the

Greater London Council has gifted the Society a further

1000 feet of track plus various skips. As there is no road

access, the Deepcut Railway is vital to the restoration

of the flight of 14 locks to transport materials to the

various work sites.

§ Major engineering works, costing £18,000 are under

way to reinstate the cutting immediately below Swan

Bridge at North Warnborough, where it had collapsed

some time previously. A land drainage channel was

excavated, drains installed and a platform built for an

RB22 dragline crane to drive interlocking steel piles 14ft

below ground.

§ At a meeting on 7 November the Society was finally

given permission by HCC to put the new trip boat into

service. Rapid progress is being made to its fitting out

by Society volunteers and it is hoped to start running

trips by May 1978.

§ A new grant of £129,243 has been made to the Society

by the Manpower Services Commission to provide

more jobs and wider training opportunities for local

unemployed young people on the Basingstoke Canal.

A further grant of £8,790 is being made to cover

operating costs. The grants, under the Government’s

Job Creation Programme, will provide full time work for

45 persons, including 33 young people, for a year. The

work will be supervised by Frank Jones and his team,

and the work site will be the Deepcut flight of locks.

§ The Plant-a-Tree Appeal is proving very successful with

£185 donated so far. Those who have donated £10 have

their names sent in to the Tree Council for inclusion in

the Royal Tree Record to be presented to HM The

Queen at the end of Jubilee year. Planting of trees will

continue throughout the winter.
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Basingstoke and Deane Canoe Club have run a programme

of introductory canoe and kayak sessions for adults.  The

course was partly based on the Basingstoke Canal from

Odiham Wharf.

The programme provided training in the basic techniques of

canoeing and kayaking, with journeys on the Basingstoke

Canal to test those skills.  The eight intrepid adults who have

decided to try out canoeing have already learned forward

paddling and turning techniques.  A Sunday paddle on the

canal gave them the opportunity to try out the Club’s touring

kayaks, which were purchased this year with an Awards for

All grant.  These are long straight-running craft that have

given them the chance to paddle a longer distance without

struggling to keep on line, which can be a problem with

shorter boats.

The course started in on the canal in August and continued

through September, with training at the Club’s weekly

meetings at Queen Mary’s College swimming pool in

Basingstoke.  By spreading the training between the canal

with plenty of space and the warm, clean water of the

swimming pool it will possible to provide good environments

to learn a wide range of techniques and skills.

This course has been supported by a grant from Sport

Hampshire and IOW under their Return to Sport scheme

and the Canoe Club are hoping to run a similar course in the

spring of next year. Coaching for the course has been

provided by British Canoe Union qualified coaches from the

Club.

Canoeing
Basingstoke and Deane Canoe Club

“Many people try canoeing or kayaking in their youth but do

not become active in the sport.  This programme, supported

by Sport Hampshire and IOW, is giving them and those

people who have never tried canoeing an opportunity to try

this sport”  said Peter Mansell, one of the coaches super-

vising the paddle on Sunday.

For more information on the Basingstoke and Deane
Canoe Club please visit  www.badpaddlers.org
or phone our secretary Hazel on 01256 362921.

Basingstoke Canal Canoe Club
The BCCC, which used to operate from Fleet, is now based

at the Canal Centre in Mytchett, where they meet regularly

on Tuesday evenings from 6.30pm until dusk. Formed in

1979 and affiliated to the British Canoe Union, it is a family

club that aims to introduce parents and children to canoeing.

It is one of the largest and most diverse canoe clubs in

southern England, with activities that include racing and

trips abroad as well as paddling just for fun on the canal.

For more information, please see their website at

www.b3c.org.uk or contact them at

Basingstoke Canal Canoe Club, Canal Centre,

Mytchett Place Road, Mytchett, Surrey GU16 6DD

(Tel: 01252 629800)

Right: Tuesday evening at the Canal Centre; definitely a

family sport  (Photo: Ian Churchill)
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Xmas sales
If you are looking for a Christmas present for someone, how about

a copy of the "Basingstoke Canal", Dieter Jebens' long-awaited

book of photos of the canal.

"..a lovely book, which I thoroughly recommend. It will find a

welcome place in the Canal Section of anyone's bookcase."

This is available to Canal Society members until Christmas at a

special rate of £10 (p&p £1.50).

This, and other items can be obtained from the Society's
Sales Manager, Denise Smith. Her address is 48 Maple Close,
Avondale, Ash Vale, Aldershot, Hants GU12 5JZ, and her
phone number is 01252 517779.

If you would like to save postage, you are welcome to collect
items from Denise; give her a call first of course.

Left: Another of Dieter's works, the Second Edition of the

Basingstoke Canal Guide, price £3.75 (p&p 68p).

As well as excellent maps it includes a short history of the

canal and useful contact addresses and phone numbers.

Below: This year's Christmas cards, price 40p each or £2

for 6 of each. Postage & packing is  68p for a pack of 12,

but if you want more, please give Denise a ring to find out

what the p&p is or to collect them from her.

Sandy Hill Bridge      Illuminated boats at Woking
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