
 

 

Winter 2025 Basingstoke Canal News     Page 1 

No. 287 Winter 2025 



 

Page 2 Basingstoke Canal News     Winter 2025 

 Editorial 

This edition’s front cover features John 
and Jan Pinkerton who celebrated their 
40th wedding anniversary aboard John 
Pinkerton II in September. You can 
read more about the event on pages  
8-9. This prompted Lucy Beckford, 
who wrote the article, to look into the 
history of John Pinkerton himself. Find 
out more on pages 10-12. 

Plans are underway to celebrate the 
60th Anniversary of the Basingstoke 
Canal Society next year. A provisional 
date of April 18th  has been set for a 
celebratory event. There will also be a 
number of activities throughout the 
year to recognise the volunteers who 

took part in the restoration of the canal 
in the 1960’s, 70’s and 80’s - and also 
those who continue to maintain the 
canal. As one of the volunteers at the 
time said “restoration was the easy 
part!” 

We will keep you informed of the 60th 
Anniversary activities through the 
newsletter, by email and on our social 
media pages, or why not come along 
to the Chobham talk on Wednesday 
January 21st (see page 20) to find out 
more? 

As ever, please send any contributions 
to editor@basingstoke-canal.org.uk. 

2026 Basingstoke Canal Calendar – On Sale Now! 

Bring the beauty of the Basingstoke Canal into your home with our limited edition 
2026 Calendar. Featuring a stunning collection of photographs taken along the 
canal throughout the year, it’s a celebration of our much-loved waterway and the 
life and enjoyment it brings. 

Copy deadline for next issue is 16 February 2026. 

Available from our online 
shop: www.basingstoke-
canal.org.uk/shop. Don't 
forget our Christmas cards 
too!  All proceeds go 
directly towards helping us 
care for and preserve the 
canal for everyone to 
appreciate. 

Don’t miss out – order 
yours today! 

Thank you to Kevin Ahronson for the beautiful back cover photograph. 

mailto:editor@basingstoke-canal.org.uk
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/shop
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/shop
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Chairman’s Report 

May I wish season’s greetings to all 
and, as a taster for next year, below 
you can see an image of Kitty II in the 
water at the Garstang marina where 
she is being fitted out. Some of the 
Kitty crew have already taken her for a 
short trip along the Lancaster canal, so 
she does work! 

We are also hopeful of a conclusion of 
the negotiations between Surrey 
County Council (freeholder) and 
Whitbread (leaseholder) with regard to 
the provision of power at Bridge Barn in 
Woking. The quote from our preferred 
prime contractor has been validated by 
our consulting engineers as being 
reasonable. As soon as all the legal 
paperwork is complete, they can have 
access to the site. 

Moving away from Kitty, once again the 
Basingstoke Canal will no doubt face 

the ongoing challenges of lack of water 
during the summer months. Climate 
change is not helping, and make worse 
by the lack of monies from the owners 
that could be used for dredging and 
enhance the storage capability of the 
Hampshire pound. 

It is still unclear what impact local 
Government reorganisation will have 
on an asset that straddles two of the 
new entities. 

To finish on a more positive note, Jo 
East has joined the BCA as Operations 
Manager, taking over the role 
previously held by Tarun Ingvorsen. 
We look forward to working with her 
closely in the future.  

 

Ian Moore, Chairman  
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 Baton of Hope 

On the 25
th
 September, the BCS were 

honoured to host the Baton of Hope 
aboard the John Pinkerton II with Marie 
Greenhalgh, Project Lead of the Baton 
of Hope - Basingstoke, and her team 
from Inclusion Education who 
organised the day’s packed agenda of 
activities. 

The Baton of Hope is the UK’s largest 
suicide prevention initiative and 
symbolises a commitment to ending 
the silence around suicide. To raise 
awareness, a stunning metre-long 
baton of precious metals representing 
the journey of hope, toured the UK 
visiting 20 towns and cities around the 
country culminating in London on 
World Mental Health Day – 10

th
 

October 2025.  The baton bearers 
were mainly people who had been 
touched by suicide – survivors, 
relatives and mental health workers.  
The shared responsibility of passing 
the heavy Baton from one person to 
another was a tangible reminder of 
how much we need each other and 
that we are a critical part of life-saving 
interventions. 

Marie Greenhalgh with the Baton 

aboard JPII 

Ready to board John Pinkerton II 
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By Lucy Beckford 

Basingstoke was the 14
th
 stop along its 

nationwide tour.  The first leg of the 
Baton’s Basingstoke journey started 
soon after dawn at Colt Hill Wharf, 
Odiham.  Chris Dorn, Chairman of Hart 
Council, and the Hook & Odiham Lions 
Club gave the Baton of Hope a hearty 
send off on the John Pinkerton II, 
skippered by Chris Hunter.  It travelled 
along a mysteriously misty Basingstoke 
Canal, passing through beautiful 
countryside and waking up the 
sleeping ducks.  As the sun rose into 
the sky, the air warmed and the mists 
evaporated revealing the smooth, 
tranquil waters ahead.  It was a perfect 
illustration of the Baton’s journey of 
hope – of moving away from the 
darkness of despair and, with 

encouragement and support, 
discovering a way into the light and a 
brighter future. 

At the Barley Mow Wharf, Winchfield, 
the Baton of Hope was handed over by 
Marie from the John Pinkerton II to 
Alex Brewer MP who was standing on 
the wharf.  Alex then carried the Baton 
to The Barley Mow pub where a tractor 
was waiting to take it to Winchfield 
Station. From there, the Baton travelled 
on by train into Basingstoke Town 
Centre for a day packed full of 
activities, talks and live music.  

You can find out more about the Baton 
of Hope campaign at  https://
batonofhopeuk.org/our-launch/  

The baton is 
handed over 

to continue 
its journey to 
Basingstoke. 

https://batonofhopeuk.org/our-launch/
https://batonofhopeuk.org/our-launch/
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 Weekend Work Party 

In early August we were notified of a 
tree that had fallen and blocked the 
canal near Lock 28 at the top of the 
Deepcut flight. Even though the canal 
was closed due to low water levels, it 
still needed to be dealt with. The tree 
was also lying across the towpath at 
head height making it hazardous for 
users of the towpath. With a full work 
party and our qualified chainsaw 
operators, we were able to remove the 
tree safely and chop it up. After a refuel 
for lunch, we headed to Lock 9 in 
Woking where a large branch had 
fallen into the lock. So, all in all a busy 
and productive weekend.  

Towards the end of August we were 
notified of an obstruction by the John 
Pinkerton II (JPII) crew next to the JPII 
moorings at Odiham. The issue had 
arisen due to low water levels. Further 
investigation revealed a very large 
concrete mass which will require a 
digger to remove, but this work can’t 
currently be carried out. So for the time 
being some scaffold poles and safety 
tape were installed to warn any craft of 
its presence under the water. We’re not 

really sure where it originated from and 
it has definitely been in there a while.  

However, we were able to deal with 
another obstruction in the winding hold 
at Colt Hill which was obstructing JPII 
when it was turning. This was a large 
part of a tree which again appeared to 
have been in the canal for some time. 
With the use of straps and volunteer 
manpower, we removed it safely from 
the canal.  

Reviewing branch at Lock 9 before 

putting on PPE and getting to work.  

Obstruction at Colt Hill 
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 by Greg Sutton 

The first work party in September saw 
the team start on some bank clearance 
activities and the regular grass cutting 
of the Society’s land at Colt Hill. The 
second work party of September 
involved wheelbarrows and muscles 
moving roadstone from the barge Beth 
onto the Society’s land at Colt Hill. This 
was in preparation for the barge and 
the workboat Alan Flight’being used 
near the Barley Mow by the Waterways 
Recovery Group (WRG) to spend a 
weekend cutting back and chipping the 
rhododendrons. In total around 6 
tonnes of roadstone were moved by 
hand, but this was completed in just a 
couple of hours. After this, a number of 
overhanging branches were cut back 
from Colt Hill bridge to past Lodge 
Farm bridge and preparations were 
made for a bonfire for the next work 
party weekend. 

For the first work party weekend in 
October, half of the work party 
proceeded with the bonfire and 
processed a lot of the accumulated 
bank clearance branches and 

brambles. The other half continued with 
cutting back more overhanging trees 
and general tidying up past Lodge 
Farm bridge. Unfortunately we found a 
dead moorhen. Its beak and foot had 
become caught in a fishing lure and it 
had sadly drowned. Part of 
volunteering on the canal involves 
seeing all of the wonderful wildlife so 
it’s very sad when we come across 
things like this. The BCA were notified 
and the moorhen was given a 
respectful cremation on the bonfire 
(after the fishing lure was removed and 
disposed of safely). On the Sunday, 
Beth and Alan Flight were taken to the 
Barley Mow wharf in preparation for the 
Waterways Recovery Group (WRG) 
work the following weekend 

For the work party at the end of 
October, as Alan Flight and Beth were 
in the Barley Mow area, we continued 
with bank clearance near Blacksmiths 
Bridge and made good use of the 
barge Beth as a working platform. 
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A Very Special 
Celebration on John 
Pinkerton II 

On the 28
th
 September, we were 

thrilled to welcome John and Jan 
Pinkerton aboard John Pinkerton II to 
celebrate their 40th Wedding 
Anniversary with 40 of their family and 
friends. 

John and Jan live in Bedfordshire, so 
how did someone who lives so far 
away learn about trips on the 
Basingstoke Canal?  Through the 
power of social media!   

A couple of years ago, a (slightly more 
local) family friend spotted the John 
Pinkerton II during a walk along the 
Canal.  They immediately recognised 
the name and the coincidence, took a 
photo and posted it on Facebook, 
tagging the couple to draw their 
attention to it.  What was done in good 
humour turned out to be more 

meaningful than anyone could have 
imagined…. 

John and Jan have always had a love 
of sailing; the bigger and faster the ship 
the better.  They even got married on a 
yacht off the British Virgin Islands.  So, 
when it came to marking their 
incredible 40 years together, they knew 
celebrating on their namesake boat 
would make their day unforgettable. 

When their special day came, family 
and friends – many from Scotland – 
gathered on the Colt Hill Wharf where 
the John Pinkerton II, skippered by 
Cheryl Richards, was waiting to take 
them on a private afternoon cruise 
down the Basingstoke Canal.  The 
family were able to decorate the barge 
to make the occasion more personal.  
The seating inside was arranged so 
that everyone could easily chat 
together, whilst the outside of the John 
Pinkerton II was draped with the 
original bunting from their wedding 
yacht, spelling out a special message 
in nautical flags.  

John Pinkerton II 

John Pinkerton II decorated for the celebration 
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By Lucy Beckford 

The Blue Ensign –  which John was 
able to fly when a member of the Royal 
Gourock Yacht Club – also made an 
appearance. 

Setting off towards the Barley Mow in 
Winchfield, the group enjoyed a 
leisurely cruise through the stunning 
countryside, with plenty of time to 
reminisce and enjoy a classic fish & 
chips lunch.  Afterwards Jan said, 
“What a wonderful way to celebrate our 
ruby wedding with family and 
friends.  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
the trip and the team at the Society 
looked after us so well.  Truly a day to 
remember.” 

And here’s a wonderful twist – having 
learnt of the John Pinkerton II, Jan 
started digging into their family history 
and discovered that her husband John 
is a distant cousin (3rd cousin, 7th 
removed) of John Pinkerton, the 
contractor who built the Basingstoke 
Canal and whom the barge is named 
after.  This made their anniversary 
cruise all the more significant, linking 
family history with the heritage of the 
canal itself. Admiring the Blue Ensign 

John and Jan Pinkerton aboard JP II 

If you have a special 
event to celebrate why 
not contact the Boat 
Team to enquire about 
private hire?  

https://basingstoke-
canal.org.uk/contact-
boat-team/ 

https://basingstoke-canal.org.uk/contact-boat-team/
https://basingstoke-canal.org.uk/contact-boat-team/
https://basingstoke-canal.org.uk/contact-boat-team/
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 John Pinkerton 1744-1813 

In preparing this article, I had the 
opportunity to speak with John and Jan 
Pinkerton ahead of their Ruby Wedding 
Anniversary celebrations on the John 
Pinkerton II. They kindly shared their 
thoughts and information sources on 
their ancestor, John Pinkerton. I am 
grateful to them for providing valuable 
insights into this pivotal, yet sometimes 
controversial, figure in British canal 
history. 

John Pinkerton was born on 23 
September 1744 in Neilston, south-
west of Glasgow.  He was the second 
son of a family of civil engineers, 
including his father James Pinkerton 
and brothers James and Robert.  The 
names ‘James’ and ‘John’ run through 
the generations of the Pinkerton family 
tree. 

In common with most second sons of 
his time, Pinkerton had to find his own 
way through life and make an 
independent living.  He grew up on a 
small farm and while still a boy, went to 
work along the River Clyde as a 
labourer.  As well as basic labouring 
skills, he learnt how to work metal in a 
forge and build wooden ships. 

What set Pinkerton apart from his 
peers was his entrepreneurial spirit.  
When the English canal companies 
advertised for labourers from Scotland, 
he gathered a small group of penniless 
men and led them over the border to 
find work.  However, when they got 
there, the workers couldn’t afford to  
buy the necessary digging tools.  So 
Pinkerton co-opted his nephew James, 
who was a skilled blacksmith, to make 
the wheelbarrows, picks and shovels 
which he rented to the labourers for a 
halfpenny a week each.  And so, 
around 1770, Pinkerton became one of 
the early canal contractors. 

In the late 18th Century, England was 
swept up with canal mania,  Early 
contractors didn’t need specialist skills 
— just enough strong labourers willing 
to dig a trench for little more than a 
shilling a day.  Over the next two 
decades, with the advent of the steam 
engine and advances in engineering, 
canal building became more ambitious. 
Contractors now needed skilled 
craftsmen, such as stone masons and 
carpenters, to build bridges, locks and 
even aqueducts. So leading figures, 
like Pinkerton, developed into 
accomplished civil engineers. 

Brothers John, James and Roger 
Pinkerton and nephew James 
Pinkerton were eventually joined by two 
grand-nephews – John and James – 
and the family business thrived under 
the general name “John Pinkerton”.  
The family took on many prominent 
contracts such as the Driffield 
Navigation during the 1770s, Billinghay 
Embankment in 1780 and the Midlands 
& Birmingham Canals between 1783-
1786.  The Pinkertons did their best to 
look after their workmen, finding them 
lodgings near to the construction site 
and employing a doctor.  But the 
workforce soon outgrew the available 
local accommodation and Pinkerton 
was forced to build shanty towns out of 
tents and huts.  The only locals pleased 
to see an influx of “cutters” were the 
innkeepers, as their arrival also brought 
crime, fighting and bad language. 

At the height of the canal building 
boom, Pinkerton managed multiple 
sites across England.  Although he 
appointed foremen to oversee each 
site, the scale of his operations 
inevitably resulted in frequent issues 
and disputes - particularly with the 
canal owners.  
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 By Lucy Beckford 

The owners wanted high-quality work 
and minimal disruption to the 
landscape, while contractors were 
motivated to finish quickly and 
cheaply.  It was easy to dig trenches 
fast if you had the manpower, even 
onto land which had not yet been 
acquired!  However, the complex 
structures like bridges and 
embankments required skilled 
craftsmen, who were often in short 
supply.   

As a result, Pinkerton was frequently 
criticised for poor workmanship and 
ignoring instructions. Being sacked 
from projects was simply par for the 
course. 

In Pinkerton’s defence, he lived in the 
early years of civil engineering and the 
start of the industrial revolution, so 
many of the issues were unforeseen 

such as hard rock, loose sand and the 
impact of inclement weather.  Despite 
the many problems he encountered, 
Pinkerton retained the respect and 
confidence of William Jessop who was 
recognised to be the expert on canals 
at that time.  The Pinkerton family 
worked closely with Jessop on many 
projects, including the Basingstoke 
Canal. 

...Continued overleaf 

John Pinkerton and John Pinkerton II on the canal 
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During its construction, the Basingstoke 
Canal Company encountered significant 
financial difficulties leaving Pinkerton 
with the challenge of how to pay his 
workers.  Determined to prevent strikes 
or riots, which were a common 
occurrence at this time, Pinkerton 
devised a solution - he began issuing 
his own “token” shillings as a form of 
payment. These copper coins, produced 
by his blacksmith nephew James 
Pinkerton, could be redeemed at certain 
local shops and inns that had agreed in 
advance to accept them. 

Whilst Pinkerton was a tough 
businessman, he was also a family 
man.  In 1786, he married Ann Lakin 
with whom he had 4 or 5 children (there 
are conflicting reports).   Presumably his 
family moved around with him as sons 
Henry and John were born in Odiham.    

The Pinkerton family continued building 
canals until the boom ended in the 
1820s with the arrival of the steam train.  
Whilst John Pinkerton died in 1813, his 
work has left a lasting legacy on 
Britain’s waterways.   

 

 
 

Sources 

The Early Pinkertons by Margaret 
Pinkerton Fitchett – Chapter 3. https://
sites.rootsweb.com/~pinkerton/
the_early_pinkertons_main.htm  

Grace’s Guide to British Industrial 
History:  www.gracesguide.co.uk/

John_Pinkerton  and and 
www.gracesguide.co.uk/
Basingstoke_Canal   

Numerous internet searches. 

Credit: © National Maritime  
Museum, Greenwich, London.  

As there are no images of John 
Pinkerton, permission was granted by 
the National Maritime Museum to 
reproduce images of the John 
Pinkerton Shillings which are 
referenced in the article.  

John Pinkerton (cont.) 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pinkerton/the_early_pinkertons_main.htm
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pinkerton/the_early_pinkertons_main.htm
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pinkerton/the_early_pinkertons_main.htm
http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/John_Pinkerton
http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/John_Pinkerton
http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Basingstoke_Canal
http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Basingstoke_Canal
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 Romance on JPII 

I have to begin by saying that the 
two protagonists in the story are not 
spring chickens, but rather a couple 
in their 70s.  

In 2023, eight years after I’d lost my 
dear wife Helen to cancer, I joined 
a local Widow and Widowers 
group, run by Deanna whose 
husband of 49 years had died 
several years earlier. I’d 
participated in a few of the social 
events, lunches, dinners, musicals 
and so on, and during that time 
Deanna and I started 
communicating on WhatsApp. 
Though different in many of our 
ways and interests, I felt drawn to 
her as she was a very attractive 
and interesting woman who had 
lived and worked as a nurse in 
different countries in Africa and 
then as a theatre sister, before 
earning degrees and becoming a 
teacher with a particular interest in 
encouraging her students to dance 
- at which she was brilliant  

In 2023, Deanna organised a trip 
on the Basingstoke Canal with 
John Pinkerton cruises; there was 
to be jazz music and a lovely 
chicken supper. About fifteen or so 
of us signed up for this experience 
and the evening was magical. The 
music, the service, the gentle 
floating along the canal - it was 
wonderful.  

To get a little fresh air I walked to 
the stern of the vessel and was 
enjoying the post-sunset sky and 
darkening scenery when Deanna 

joined me. She stood next to me 
and said those lovely words: “It’s a 
bit chilly”. So I put my arm around 
her, held her close, and then kissed 
her. Fortunately she didn’t push me 
into the water. 

We married in a wonderful 
ceremony in St Joseph’s church in 
Basingstoke,  on 1st September 
2025 and a few days later, on the 
5th, we had another cruise with 
some of our friends, enjoying the 
wonderful songs of the King’s Pond 
Shantymen.  

And, yes, we walked to the stern of 
the boat and kissed. 

Thank you, John Pinkerton cruises. 
You have transformed my life! We 
look forward to many more cruises 
with you. 

 Michael Whitty  
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In January 2024 the archives team of 
James Gregory-Marshall, Kevin Pizzey 
and I began the task of sorting through, 
checking and re-cataloguing the 
considerable archives stored at the 
Canal Centre. (See BCN 280 page 10). 
Since then we have also received a 
number of sizeable donations of new 
archival material. In March 2024, the 
archives were temporarily moved to my 
house so that we could work on them 
and they were then moved back in 
stages to the Canal Centre as boxes 
were completed.  

We completed our initial review in 
August 2025 which took much longer 
than the previous estimate of six 
months! We now have an updated 
master catalogue, at least in summary. 
We are now proceeding with the next 
phase of our work to sort the items, 
identify duplicates, and thereafter 
produce digital copies of those that do 
not currently exist. We will eventually 
review some items again to expand the 
catalogue to give more detail for 
individual items contained in documents, 
files or folders. 

It was decided in February 2025 that the 
storage at the Canal Centre was not 
suitable for the archives, not least 
because with new donations we now 
have more material than can be safely 
stored there. It is also only accessible 
during opening hours by appointment 
due to the room also being a meeting 
room. With the archives team also 
needing easy access during our work, 
for up to the next 2 years, the 
Committee agreed to our plan to move 
the archives into a temporary facility 
while we continue our work and then to 
look for a more permanent storage 
facility.  

Society Archives Update 

With the above in mind we started 
investigating and planning a move to 
a temporary storage facility and in 
August 2025 we started renting 
space at a storage unit in 
Farnborough. Shelving was 
purchased and assembled over a 
weekend by Kevin and I, such that 
the unit was ready for the archive 
material. 

We have subsequently purchased 
new storage containers to replace 
the odd ramshackle collection of 
previous boxes, and to store items 
previously in cupboards and filing 
cabinets at the Canal Centre. The 
archives are now neatly stored and 
recorded at the storage facility as 
pictured. The empty shelves are 
awaiting the delivery of new material 
currently stored elsewhere. We are 
now able to easily access and 
continue our work on the archives.  

Peter Whitlock 
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Each year, at the end of the bird 
nesting season, in mid-September, 
the West End Work Party starts 
planning our winter work schedule.   

Using the Society work boat Alan 
Flight, we spend the months 
between October and early March 
clearing the offside bank of saplings 
etc. all along John Pinkertons’ route 
between Colt Hill, Odiham and the 
Barley Mow Wharf at Winchfield.  
The result of our labours will 
hopefully ensure better visibility and 
a wider navigation during the 
cruising season. 

In the last couple of years, we have 
slowly worked our way downstream 
from Colt Hill and last winter 
finished below Sprats Hatch Bridge.  
So, this was our starting point this 
autumn/winter. 

The work party usually meets on 
two Fridays each month and we’ve 
already made great progress this 
October and November. So 
hopefully we’ll get all the way down 
to Winchfield before bird nesting 
starts again next March.  Then we 
can start all over again the following 
winter .. ! 

Mark Gaines 

West End Work Party 
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 News in Brief 

Updated Basingstoke 
Canal Map - available 
now  

Perhaps you remember, or maybe you 
still own a copy of the long out of print, 
GEOprojects map of the Basingstoke 
Canal published in 1991? 

The publishers, GEOprojects, 
eventually became Heron maps who 
were subsequently acquired by 
Waterways Publishing Ltd in 2024. 

Now, after 34 years, and with editorial 
assistance from both the BCS and the 
BCA, Waterways Publishing Ltd has 
produced a significantly updated and 
enhanced version of the map, which 
also includes the River Wey 
Navigations.   

The map is now in stock & available to 
purchase from the usual Society sales 

outlets; The John Pinkerton shop & the 
BCS events stall, at a very reasonable 
£7.50.  It’s also available for £9.50 inc. 
P&P from the society website:  

https://basingstoke-canal.org.uk/shop/ 

Thank You, Roger 

We’d like to say a huge thank you to Roger Cansdale, who is passing over the 
running of the BCS online shop.  

Over the last five years, Roger has single-handedly processed and 
dispatched 1,600 orders totalling more than £20,000 – all valuable funds 
going towards the upkeep of the Basingstoke Canal. Always friendly, helpful 
and full of knowledge, Roger has made countless trips to the Post Office - 
even hand-delivering orders in his local area. He has also liaised with 
suppliers and the printers to ensure there was plenty of stock to sell – 
calendars, Christmas cards and tea towels as well as books and gift 
vouchers. 

Since October, the online shop has been managed by Lucy Beckford who 
recently joined the BCS Marketing Team and is now on first name terms with 
the postmasters around Brookwood! 

Thank you, Roger, for all your hard work and dedication and still continuing to 
support the BCS with organising external talks and being a fountain of 
knowledge on everything relating to the canal and its history.  

https://basingstoke-canal.org.uk/shop/
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News in Brief 

In memoriam - Rod Smith 

I was contacted by Andy Smith to inform members of the recent death of his 
father, Rod Smith, in September 2025. “Rod was very much involved in the 
early days of the Society, helping to organise the Volunteer Working Parties at 
Ash while the canal was still in private hands.  In those days, the family lived in 
Owlsmoor. After we moved close to Odiham in 1974, he became less hands-on 
but treasured his “Dredger Crew” tee shirt. 

We lived very close to the canal so spent a great deal of time either walking the 
tow-path or canoeing or even swimming.  Trips on the original John Pinkerton 
were also great fun.  It was a matter of great excitement when the canal was 
finally opened fully. For many years, Rod provided the PA system for Society 
meetings and events. 

After moving near Dorking, Rod became involved with the Wey and Arun 
Canal, eventually earning his Skipper’s ticket and was active with their cruises 
until quite recently. 

He was also a keen member of the BBC Club’s Cruising Section, helping to 
maintain and operate successive iterations of the Savoy Hill, with his last trip 
earlier this year. 

Rod never lost his love of the canals and rivers.” 

On the right is a 
photograph sent by 
Andy,  which he 
believes to be of the 
removal of the lower 
gates from Ash Lock.  

 

Rod is standing 
second from the 
right, in the hard-hat. 
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 News in Brief 

The Inland Waterways Association (IWA) published a report on 1
st
 November 

highlighting the “perfect storm” of underinvestment and climate risk facing 
Britain’s unique canal and river network.  

• Three-quarters of Britain’s canals face financial insecurity, with the 
majority of the nation’s navigation authorities struggling to maintain 
essential infrastructure amid declining funding; 

• Climate pressures are intensifying, with new mapping showing every 
waterway in Britain will face greater risk from drought in summer and 
floods in winter; and 

• The combination of reduced funding and rising climate impacts 
creates a “perfect storm” for the nation’s 5,000-mile canal and river 
network, threatening heritage, navigation, tourism, wildlife, utilities, 
homes, communities and businesses. 

Following the Climate Change Committee’s warning to government to prepare 
for 2

o
C warming by 2050, the Inland Waterways Association (IWA) 

has published a first-of-its-kind map revealing the likely impact of this warming 
on Britain’s 5,000-mile network of canals and navigable rivers.  

To find out more, join the IWA and support the campaign, please visit their 
website: https://waterways.org.uk/ 

Alex Brewer, the local MP 
for NE Hants, attended the 
Tuesday volunteer party 
on 30th September. She 
was greeted by 20 
volunteers, decked out in 
their BCA or BCS 
sweatshirts, undertaking 
clearance of vegetation 
near Colt Hill in Odiham. 

https://waterways.org.uk/waterways.org.uk/campaign-map
https://waterways.org.uk/
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Spread some Canal cheer this Christmas! 

Tick off your Christmas shopping list with 
fantastic gift ideas from the Society web 
shop - there's something for everyone, 
even those who have everything!  How 
about our 2026 calendar or the limited 
edition Basingstoke Canal gift pack (great 
value)?  Or perhaps one of our books 
(don't miss the latest Nature and Wildlife 
booklet), a Basingstoke Canal tea towel 
(perfect stocking filler) or a boat trip gift 
voucher?  And of course, don't forget our 
Christmas Cards - including the cheeky 
new snowman by Lock 15 in Pirbright 
which is shown below. 

By shopping with us, you’re not just giv-
ing a thoughtful gift – you’re supporting 
the preservation and enjoyment of the 
Basingstoke Canal.  It's easy and con-
venient - everything is available online 
at www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/shop, 
with postage included in the price. 

Don’t miss out – explore the full range 
today and make this Christmas a little 
brighter with the spirit of our canal. 

New Christmas card for 2025 

Gift pack contents shown above 

http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/shop
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  Chobham Talks 

There will not be any talk in December 
as experience suggests the numbers 
attending would be very low. 

Wednesday January 21st 7.30pm 

Celebrating 60 years – planning for a 
special BCS year. 
  
The BCS has assembled a small team 
(headed by Charlotte Rodgers) 
to commemorate the 60

th
 anniversary 

of the BCS in 2026.  Some of the team 
will be in attendance to share the plans 
to date and we would welcome input 
as we progress the events programme 
and celebrations for this lovely and 
great milestone.  

February 18th 7.30pm 

Kennet & Avon Anniversary Visit 
The Kennet & Avon are also 
celebrating. The Kennet & Avon Canal 
association was formed in 1951, so 

2026 will mark their 75th Anniversary. 
We will be joined by their secretary, 
Graham Puddephat, who will update 
us about their progress, challenges 
and celebrations; and also how 
networking might work with the BCS. 

March 18th 7.30pm 

The Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air 
Ambulance 

  
A chance to hear about the valuable 
work the Air Ambulance service 
provides – especially around our 
area.  Let’s hope we don’t need to call 
them out to the canal! 

 Wednesday 22nd April 7.30pm  

Speaker to be confirmed - details will 
follow in the next newsletter in early 
March. 

Graham Deavin 

Despite a plea in the Spring issue 
of the newsletter for a volunteer to 
take over the role of organiser for 
the Chobham talks, the vacancy is 
still unfilled.  

The Chobham Talks organiser is 
responsible for arranging suitable 
speakers for monthly talks from 
October to April, handling fees and 
expenses, and ensuring smooth 
event operations including venue 
setup, refreshments, and cleanup. 
The organiser also provides 
information to speakers and 
manages the event logistics, such 
as setting up the room and 
arranging refreshments.  

If you think you could help out, 
please contact   
editor@basingstoke-canal.org.uk.  

Location: Parish Pavilion on the 
A3046  
Station Road,  
Chobham 
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Events update 

With no Odiham Raft Race this year, 
we had just one event in September. 
The Wey River Festival was held on 
Saturday 27

th
 September at Dapdune 

Wharf, Guildford. We had a pitch in the 
orchard, squeezed between a leather 
goods and a board game stall and 
opposite the Inland Waterways 
Association stall.  

The event was a great success as four 
of us were kept busy talking to boating 
enthusiasts, international and local 
visitors at this annual waterside event 
organised by The National Trust.  

We sold a Buckby Can and some other 
donated Roses and Castles hardware. 
We gave out numerous leaflets and 
gratefully received a generous 
donation from a gentleman who has 
enjoyed walking the canal for many 
years. 

In November we attended Working 
Together for Woking, which has 
grown enormously over the last five 
years. This volunteer fair arranged by 
Woking Borough Council now fills the 

main sports hall at the leisure centre. 
One of the BCA rangers accompanied 
us this year and was impressed by the 
scope of the event. 

We have two frantic weeks of 
Christmas events coming up, three of 
which will have taken place by the time 
the newsletter reaches you. You can 
catch us on Saturday 6th December 
in the Hart Shopping Centre 9am-
4pm with a few other local charity 
stalls. We will have tables loaded with 
our 2026 calendar, Christmas cards, 
our full range of books, the new map, 
gift packs and handmade crafts.  

We then get a few weeks off, to enjoy 
Christmas with family and friends, 
before planning for the 2026 events 
season starts. If you are interested in 
helping with our events stall, please 
contact me on 
heather.sloane@basingstoke-
canal.org.uk 

Heather Sloane BCS Events 

Coordinator 

Looking out from the stall at Dapdune Wharf, Guildford 

mailto:heather.sloane@basingstoke-canal.org.uk
mailto:heather.sloane@basingstoke-canal.org.uk
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 Membership Report 

Due to the diligence of our Admin team (Andi & Mary) chasing a few lapsed 
renewals, membership has shown an increase to 1242 (as at 14/11). While we 
have had 131 members join us in the last year we have unfortunately had a net 
loss of around 70.  I wonder if some of this is a case of members not receiving 
renewal reminders? 
 
These are automatically sent to the email address we have for you. It is thus 
important that we hold the correct data.  Although I receive requests to update 
this information, it is in fact possible for you to do this yourself.  If you access 
your BCS account (from the Member Account button at the top of the website), 
the ‘Home’ tab shows your current information and allows you to update it as 
below: 
 

 
 
As ever - Thankyou for your support!. 

Andy Beale 

Membership Secretary 

Membership@basingstoke-canal.org.uk 
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BCS Information 

Published by The Basingstoke Canal Society, a non-profit distributing company 
limited by guarantee and registered as a charity. The views expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Society. Executive members of the committee are 
shown in bold. * indicates Director of the Society. 

Useful Information 
General Enquiries: 07305 340547 
Membership: membership@basingstoke-canal.org.uk 
Newsletter: editor@basingstoke-canal.org.uk 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/basingstokecs 
Instagram  https://www.instagram.com/basingstoke_canal_society/ 
X (formerly Twitter)  https:// x.com/BasingstokeCS 

Linked In  https://www.linkedin.com/company/basingstoke-canal-society 

Website: www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk 

Printed by NPC Print, Mytchett 
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https://www.facebook.com/basingstokecs
https://www.instagram.com/basingstoke_canal_society/
https://x.com/BasingstokeCS
https://www.linkedin.com/company/basingstoke-canal-society
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk
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